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' Nam in adminlstrandis remediis memoria semper teoeri oporict, 
non nominis morbi solum, oeque sane ^eneralis ejus oators^ 
rationem esse habendam, sed multas vel minatissimas 8»pe res 
esse respkieBdas, turn quae ad morbi originem et causai> et in* 
diciorum Tarietatem, et conjunctionemy turn que ad aegri sta- 
tum, et vires, et peculiarem fortasse corporis constitutionem, 
attinent." 

Gregory^s Ctnspedus Mediciaat^ 
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JIIXOW me toanscribe to you 
|;lie following pages* ' ' i 

In xnaking this request^ I am Influ- 
enced by personal esteem and gratitude^ 
as well as by the conviction, that the 
public, highly estimating your profes- 
sional talents and integrity, will be in- 
duced to receive more favourably a work 
which is sanctioned by your patronage. ' 
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That mankind may long enjoy the 
benefit of your professional skilly and in<» 
dividuals the honour of your private 
friendship^ is the sincere wish of^ 

Dear Sir. 

Your obliged, 

and &ithful Servant^ 

W. COOKE. 

1st March, 1810. 
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JSlin ^STLEV COOPER^ BART. 



8UBGEON OF GUY's HOSPITAL. 



ifc. ifc. ifc. ifc. ifc. 



'Dear Sir^ 

IN permitting me to dedicate to 
you the Second Edition of the present 
work, you have afforded me an opjk)rtu- 
nity of publicly acknowledging the many 
acts . of kindness and friendship which I 
have so unremittingly experienced from 
you. 

The indefatigable zeal and discrimi* 
|iating talipnts which have raised you to the 
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pinnacle of professional ambition^ are 
too generally know|A and acknowledged 
^ rei^uire any panegyric from so humble 
an individual as myself; yet T may be aU 
lowed ta express the w^h, Aat yoar va- 
luable life may long be spared for the 
advancement of Surgery^ as well as for 
the benefit of Mankind* 



I remain^ 

y<wr grateful iwd 

obliged Friend,^ 

FP. COOKB4 

Durhanty Jan. 1822. 
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PRACTICAL TREATISE 



on 



TINEA, &c. 



iVlY attention has b«en drawn to the 
consideration of this suhject^ from a desire 
of estabUshing some disorimin^ting cha- 
racter to a disease^ which is frequently 
occurring, to the great perplexity of die 
practitioner, ^ms well as to the anxiety of 
the friends of the patient. 

Toulh is subject to no complaint, that 
BO ofl^ checks its progress in education, 
or draws down more undeserved reproach 
upon those to whose care they are in* 
trusted, than ringworm. 
B 
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It may have the appearance of arro» 
gance in me, to lay before the public the 
result of my own practice, at a time when 
its attention has been so much attracted by 
Dr. Willan^s late splendid and elaborate 
treatise on cutaneous diseases; more 
particularly, when I consider the distin- 
guished approbation which the very outline 
of his plan for their arrangement and 
description experienced, on being pre- 
sented to the medical society of London. 

However highly I estimate the 
sanction of so eminently respectable an 
Institution, I feel that the duty I owe to 
society is paramount to every private 
consideration; more especially, as the ar- 
rangement Dr. Willan has adopted for 
cutaneous diseases, and the plan of cure he 
has suggested, do not iappear to me of uti- 
lity in practice. The cases of eruptions 
on the scalp and skin, that have fallen 
under my own immediate care, having led 
me to draw di£ferent conclusioi^s from those 
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which he has deduoed from apparently 
the same facts^ I venture to state freely 
my opinions^ and the grounds upon which 
they have heen formed. 

. In doing this, I am fully aware that 
I may expose myself to censure; hut, as 
somQ ^fficulties must be inevitably en- 
countered in publishing observations upon 
so extensive and important a subject as 
the affections of the skin, I am reaidy to 
hazaid the consequence, in the hope, that 
should I ik)t succeed to the extent of my 
undertaking, the cases which I shall lay 
before the public, and the opinions that I 
have stated, may induce others, who have 
more time and more ability, to pay atten- 
tipn to this interesting subject. 

In the following pages I shall chiefly 
endeavour to establish a mark* by which 

♦ " The improvement of physic, in my opinion, depends 
upon collecting as genuine and as natural a description, or 
history of disease, as can be procured, and laying down a 
fixed and complete method of cure.** 

Sydenham. 

B2 
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We nay be al^ to knew Unea etxpitk 
e&ntagidstt^ as well as to shew that tbos^ 
iiifimte varieties a£ scurfjr appearanees <m 
the scalps which liave generally heeA 
termed spurioni i»nea^ are ndt dfiseaBes^ 
but merely i\m e&dt^ <jf a diisordered c* 
ifflperteet ^etion c^ dome part of the system^ 
m of ia«i Acrimdtiiottd state df the blood. 

I p¥Ofe§s lib U^W tlteoi^ te^ecstiing 
tfn&tt Capitis cdtlhtgiosay dt ritigwonn 
«tf the head, but shall itttenij^t) to 
point out th« seat of this" disesu$ef, 
to defhie its character, And then men* 

*^Hic aife&us quoad vaktudinis statim, nihil o);di 
indicate aut ominatur, et quamvis, in apparent!^ non nihil 
turpitudhiis nefert, id, tamen cbmpensatur quatenu$ ita ma- 
culosos puriori constitutione praeditos significaf 

Willis de afifectibus cutaneis. 



i* ^Neque edm, cttm ^fe^ intus incidit, scire^ tpM 
doleatyeum, qui, qui parte quodque viscus intestinumve sit, 
lioa €6gnoVeHtt neq^e eurari id^ qtiod «grum ^t, posse 
ab ee^ qui^ quid sit, ignorat. Aptiutque extriniecui imponi 
Kemedia, compertis ititerionim tt sedibu% eC figuris^ cogv 
nitlque eorum magnitudine.^ 

Celsus de Medicini* 
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tkm ^iB!ie jnrepftMtions ivliich have 
Bpeedily and permanently emdieated it; — 
ktthfc same fime^ I shall have occaBian 
frequently to shew, in what particulars 
Pmea differs from those common scurfy 
fitffections of the soalp or shin, which 
have been mistaken, by the majority of 
ancient as well as modem authors for 
ficald bead. 

Presuming that a part of the common 
integument is the seat of tinea, I shall 
jfirst notice the different lamina of which 
the skin is composed, and the attachment 
of the cellular membrane to it 

Anatomists have described the skin as 
consisting of cuticle, rete mucosum, and 
€utk^; to which the eeUular membrane 
adheres. 

The hairs originate from bulbous 
roots on the inside of the cutis, which 

* *^ Tke common integuiiKAt !• composed of thne paots, 
viz. cuticIC| rete mucosum, and cutis.'' 

M. Sa Notes of Mr. Cline's Ledures. 
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are surrouiided by their involving or se^ 
creting capsulesj. These capsules are 
supplied by vessels that ramify in the 
Cellular membrane. 

The hairs are continued through the 
cutis, rete mucpsum, and cuticle, which 
last dips down to the cutis, forming ^ 

J " Hair originates from bulbous roots on the internal 
surface of the cutis, and is continued through the cuticle, 
which adheres very firmly to it/* 

M. S. Notes of Mr, Clinc's Lectures. 

" The hairs arise by roots or bulbs, which are situated 
in the cellular substance under the skin. The bulbs are of 
various shapes in different parts of the body, and have blood 
vessels dispersed upon them for their nourishment; each 
bulb has two membranes or capsules." 

Fyfe's System of Anatomy. 

♦* The hair grows from a bulbous root, seated in th^ 
cellular membrane. This bulb is vascular, and has con- 
nection, by vessels, with the cellular texture. It consists of 
a double membrane; the outer is a kind of capsule, whic^i 
surrounds the other, and stops at the pore in the skin, and 
does not form part of the hair." 

C. Bell's Anatomy^ 

" The root of the hairs is covered by a strong white 
membrarie, which is conneded with the skin and cellular 
membrane." 

WlHStOW. 
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skeath to the hair> which it eitahraceii 
firmly 9 and the hairs cannot he separated 
without considerable force, when their 
capsules are in a healthy state. 

As this account of the integuments 
and of the hair, is universally admitted to 
he correct, I may he allowed to infer from 
analogy, that a separation of the hair^ 
accompanied with i^^lammcdion*^ is a 
proqf of absorption having taken place in 
its involving and secreting capsulef . 

The terms alopecia, area, defluvium 
capillorum, ophiasis, tinea, porrigo, 
achor, cerion, crusta lactea, scald head, 
teigne, datre, &c. have been at diflferent, 
times applied to very opposite a£Pections» 
Dr* Underwood speaks of two kinds dF 

• " Ex putrldine humor albus orlatur et causa est 



«aiuti«i.' 



1 »» 



£x Anatomia Bartholin!. 



f " Absbrption removes the alveolar pro(?esses when the 
teeth fall out, as also the fangs of the shedding teeth, which 
allows them to drop out." 

Hunter on Ulceratioik 
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tiBM; Celrasoft^vcokinibofajrea; Tunet 
<^tliree«OFtfl of tinea. SenBevtus ealls dus 
disease iinea eapillonun. Dr. Willan 
makes use of ih^ terns poriigo^ scald*^ 
kmdp 0f honey Ktomb soab ; and psoriasis 
Mid fkynsmiB, for a coraplauit that aone* 
times terminates in the true porrigo. 

BuA tinea^ or ringwom of the head, 
appears to be a term now used to eaqpreso 
a contapous disease of the i^oalp; in which 
the haira fall ofi| and whiah is sometimes 
aeocuB]mmed with ulooation. 

As this separatipn of the haim of the 
.scalp hM been considered by the gene«* 
rality .<^ medical practitioner^ as ne^^essary 
to constitute ringworm of the h^^d; and 
as it is intended^ in the present work to be 
established as the characteristic symptom 
of tinea capitis contagiosa i I have been 
induced thus particularly, and circum- 
stantially to dwell on its explanation : and 
I flatter myself Avith the hope of beiD^ 
able to demonstrate satii^actorily, that the 
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hairs of the scalp separate in no other dis- 
ease of the head^. 

It may perhaps here he ohjected^ that 
the hair Ireqaistitly falU off| af^r acute 
and protracted disorders; hnt to diis oh-. 
Jection a very conclusive anid unequivocal 
reply presents itself, viz. that inflam'- 
mafion has never been known to accompany 
tMs baldness, for which reason it cannot 
be termed disease, hut the effect of former 
exoessive action, occasioning pro tempore 
a weakness in the secreting capsule of the 
hair. 



* << Si vero ali^ando ifbukluls adsiint, at»sque pills, e;c 
uimia copia humoris hie pilorum defc^us oritur, vel per 
lymphatica vasa humiditas superflua expurgatur, &c. ^* Cutis 
ia qua pili ^nerabatitur, esse debet moderate sicca, ne pilus 
cavd&auftseu radice extidat," nee non iQoderat^ sicca, laxa, 
ct rara, ut nt penetrare pilus possit.'* 

Anatomia Bartholin], lib. iii. de pilis. 

t " Pill, qui post morbum fere fluunt." * 

Celsus. 

*< Qyibuscunque labe laborantibus capilli de capite 
4efluxcrinl." 

HlfPOC&ATBS. 

c 
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Tinea capitis contagio^a'^ I bflFer a*. A 

term for the following morbid appearance^ 

namely, a slightly raised scurfy patch, 

suddenly attacking the (icalp, accom|>anied 

with itching, and a separation of the 

hairs; — ^it generally tc^ommenees in the 

form of a ring, in the cetitre of which ihe 

hairs at first remain, till the dise^e gra-e 

dually spreads^ wh^n baldness sucikeedi?, 

with occasional uldsratiqn of paints of th^ 

scalp, denuding the pericranit^m; in which 

state it has been tommonly known by the 
appellation of scald-head* 

Celsus mentions two kinds of this 

disease§, but it is evident, from his own 

P " Jhea pfovenit ex salibus minttralibus cum humore 
carniSy et cutis liquore pennixtis postmodum expulsione 
transeuntibiis in crustas. Si cnistse nascujitur in capite, cum 
capillffrum fluxu^ vel alias, sudoremquc non libenter emittunt, 
et crusta* cadentes die tertio rursus enascuntur Hneam ess*' 
dicas." 

Paracelsus de apostematibus. 

§ " Arearum quoque duo genera sunt, commune utrique 
est quod emortua summa pellicula, pili primum extenuantur 
deinde excidunt: ac si ictus is locus est, sanguis exit li« 
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words, and comparing them with a farmer 
quotation irom thiai ituthor, de porrigine, 
that he has been describing two distinct 
appearances, the one what I call tinea ca- 
pitis contagiosa, and the other what he 
hsis termed porngo, and which I have 
seen so frequently acccmipany dentition, 
and other disprdered action in children. 

The words ^^ illvd vix unquam sine cu- 
ratiqne Jtr^ituvy* strongly designate tinea, 
and ^^ hoc fere- in ir^antibus, et hoc per se 
scepefinituTx^ pointedly allude to the af- 
fection of the scalp and skin so common 
in infancy, apd which frequently subsides , 

quidus, et mall odorfs: increscitque utrumque in aliis cele« 
ritur* in aliis tard^. Pejus est, quod densam cutem et sub- 
pinguem } et ex t^to glahram fecit. Sed ea quae « Aft^rncU* 
nominatur sub qualibet figur^ dilatatur. Fit est in capillo, 
et barbL Id veto quod a seipenHs shnilitudine Otplo^o-i; 
appellatur, incipit ab occipitio; duorum digitorum latitudine 
non excedit, ad aures duobus capitibus serpk: quibusdam 
etiam ad frontem donee ac duo capita in priorem partem 
committant. lllud vitium in qudli&et atate est^ hoc fere in iu" 

fantibus. lllud vix unquam sine cwrationefinitur\ hooper se sapl 

fniturJ^ 

Cclsus de areis. 

C2 
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when the disordered acddn of thegtnns) 
or of the di^stive orgaiis ceased. 

This aul^or in his chapt^ de porri^m^ 
clearly describes llie affection of the scalp ' 
to \*hich I alimde** 

The definition of tinea by S^ai^s§ I 
have introduced in this place, as rt seeiu 
more applicable to th^ porrigo of Celsto* 

* ** Potrigo autem est, ubi inter pUos qu^dain quasi 
squamtilae surgunt, eaeque k cute resolvuntur; et interdum 
loadenti multo $arpiut %\ctm svnt. tdt^ eveint modo sine 
ulcere modo ex ulcerato loco. Huic quoquemodo malo 
odore^ modo nuUo accedente. Fereque id in capllk>£t, 
nirins in borb^ aliquaddo etiim in tvpercHio. Ac neque^ 
sine aliquo corporis vitio nascitur, neque ex toto inutile est. 
Nath bene integr6 capitc, iron exit; ubi atiquid in eo vitfun^ 
est, non incommodum est sumipam cutem potius subinde 
comimpi qaam id quod nocet in aliam partem ipagis acces* 
sarium verti." 

Celsus dc porrigine. 

$ *^ Inctpt JL pustuUft rel phlycthaents capitis aut faciei 
diversi-coloribus, quas ruptae in crostas humidas vel siccas 
•beunt corymbesae, vid^tur nimirum esse scabieai et nihil 
alittd." 

Sbqauvs. 

" Porrigo resolutio cutis in tenues squamulas deciduas." 

VOGBLZUS. 
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Segams has evidently nm into the 
same error as some of the modem writers 
upon this suhjeet^ who consider this scurfy 
flifectioii of the scalp the scabies capitis. 

Dr» Willan in this instance appears to 
have too implicitly followed the ancient 
definitions; and, instead of separating 
these distinct appearances, he has conti- 
nued in the old opinion, that the scurfy 
and eruptive affection of the head would 
ultimately become scald head. 

Thwa has been defined in general terms 
by several authors, but not sufficiently 
minute and particular to characterize this 

ail 



sease 



* 



CuUen's definition certainly falls short 
in this point; I have referred to it in the 



* " Crustac flavae, vel griseas^ ulccrosaf, per caput dispersa.'* 

Sauvags* 

^'Pustulae capiUitii siccae, eschara albo-fiavescentia, 
pilisque abbreviatis crcctis, bulbosa-radicatis," 
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iiotes§, though I do not think it exprwsiva 
of the disease. 

In Dr. Underwood^s useful work on 
the diseases oS children^ an accurate ac*« 
count of ttmea is givenf . But in speak- 
ing of the common tinea^ and a spurious 
kind of scald head, he says, that it is more 
difficult of cure, but it requires only pa-» 
tience in the use of on^ or more of the 
above remedies, viz. hellebore, &c. such 

§ " In cute capillata ad radices capilloruni ulcuscola 
humorem in crusty albam frlabilem aheuRtetn^ 6mdentla»" 

Cullcn's Synopsis, 

t " T'lnesL or scald head is indeed hi|;hly i^iectiousi es- 
pecially among children, at schools, where they exchange 
hats. It is a mere complaint of the skin, and most success- 
fully treated by topical applications. It is seated in the little 
glands at the roots of the hair, which become ulcerated. I 
have seldom given any other internal medicine than lime- 
water, or a decoction of the woods, and a few purges at the 

(Jeclihe of the disease.*' 

Dr. Underwood's Treatise, voh 2. 

^ere Dr. Underwood becomes confused in his treatment, 
at one time considering tinea a local, and at another time a 
constitutional disease. "At its commencement," he says, 
" it may be frequently cured by mustard, nitrated ointment| 
tobaccoi tar, helleborei or other depilatories.'' 
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M h^ recommends for the cure of cofAmon 
tinea. 

He then concludes his remarks upon 
spurious tinea in the fallowing words, — ^ 
^' In this com'iplaint particularly it may he 
useftd to op^n an issue> or fix a seton in 
tl» nape of the neck ;^' from which ob- 
servation, as well as from others in the 
course of his chapter upon this subject, I 
€an induced to conclude that what he has 
termed ^in^nbu^ tinea was that affection 
of the .scalp which has been befoi^e al^ 
luded to. 

Again he says, " Shduld the difficulty 
of cure consist in getting out the hair 
entirely, or destroying the diseased gland 
at its root, the calx viva may be had re- 
course to/' In tinea I have never found 
a difficulty in getting out the hairs en- 
tirely, they have always come away easily 
in the cases that I have met tvith, and re- 
quire no caustic, or depilatory solely for 
that purpose. 
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Dr. Undberwood kas meati<Mie(i in 
another j)lace, that " hellebore mixed 
widi the unguentiutt picis should be 
rubbed forciUy upmi' the head^ if the 
aoiUBtanl doea not Bwceed ;'' feom M^ch 
directioii it knight be imagiDed that be 
had been inflaenced in his mode of cmre 
by Plkiy^ who Tecommends d^il^oriefir*. 

Erom the qvotfjldonf^vindi I have given 
irxna PH&y^ it is eyUe»t that he (['deeming 
it nooessary to destrd^ ihe hmt in tlie <nare 
of atlspecia) TOOdmnMads {cf iksA pur^ 
pose the very substance which is loolced 
upon, even at i^ present moinent^ as so 

♦ " Psilotbrum est thynni sanguis, &.c. Castorqo quoque 
cnm xndle pro^lothro usi, pluribus diebos Tepcriuntiif. 
In Qtnm autem psUotbro vellendiprius sunt pilL*' 

Plinii Naturalis Historia. 

<< Alopecias replet hippocaropinus cinls nitro et adipe 
suillo mixtus, aut sincerus ex aceto. Praeparat cutem sepi- 
arum mistae farinae medicaoieotis. . Cutem r^let et mum 
marini cinis cum oleo aut melius cum pice liquida» &c. 
Capitis ulceribus medetur muricum vel purpuramm testae 
cinb, &c. Cyprii vero, qui et donax vocatur, cortex me- 
detur alopeciis ustus et ulceribus veteratis, &c.'' 

De alppecia. 
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(»M9ientliila com|Ki^itid> bo^ by the ch^mist^ 
hi his various ^speriinefiiti^ as'^u^U as by 
the physiciaa audi 3urgeon in ^thdr ^urndt^e 
nieaiis^ viz. volatile tdhaU. ^ : 

'No author has described Hnea in terms 
more applicable^ or iUustratiW of the de« 

finition which I have given oif this dis« 
Mse^ than VogeUas^. , 

It » true that h^ has not specified it 
as a qont^Qus; disease; but ftom the 
word^ aif^pms, Ms^d, piUs aiJ^^vmtis, it 
ib oatural to coneilude tbiit: h» hl^ been 
denifribing tinw io^itis cmtUgios^. 

He bllsaiiw^ed tiiih^mvind^x the sixth 
brder of ^ the daw wVfe, veV mtt^time^ in 
4uper^(m iwrporu amspieUcd. . j .. 

This ordw contains two genera^ the 
latter .of which he has distinguished by 
the terto ewulceratione^y which includes 
his definition of tinea. 

* *^ Tineif ulcus capitis, quod densissimam, durissimam; 
aridissimamque crustam facie, serpens, pilis abbreviatis." 
Vogelii definitione^geaerum morborum* 

D 
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It is remlirkable that Segarus and 
Vog^lius should ISO mat^eriaUy vary in their 
definitioo9 of tinea j the former consi- 
dering it as contagious etscabks capitis^ 
the latter not only making no allusion to 
its being infectious, but viewing it m a 
disease solely of the h^td. / 

Paracelsus has written n^ore £ully upon 
affections of the skin than any other of 
the ancient authors. His works unqties* 
tionably contain many valuable hints upon 
this subject : indeed mercurial, arsenica], 
sulphuric, alkaline, and saline applica- 
tions, together with the hot-bath, seemed 
to constitute his ^^fons et origo curandV 
From him we have derived almost all our 
present useful applications in affections of 
the skin. — ^He has mentioned an infinite 
variety of them, and though he pos- 
sessed the means of curing the diseases 
of the skin, he has sometimes failed from 
not having sufl&ciently distinguished af- 
fections from diseases. 
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When speaking of alopecia he does 
otQt mention the separation or falling <^ 
of the hair, and recommends for its cure^ 
^^ picem et aquas corrosivas/^ Quidam 
tonsores (ait) auferunt pilos et cutem. 
J^Tom which direction, I conclude that he 
hp3 misapplied the term alopecia, and in 
consequence of this misapplication, has 
been incorrect in his modfe of cure. For 
in true alopecia neither mechanical or che- 
mical depilatories are necessary. I have 
given his definition of tmeaf in support of 
my own opinion t^n that disease, thoi^h 
I dp not approve the mode of cure \yhich 
he recommends. 

Indeed, though he seems from many 
passages in his writings to have been fully 
aware of the necessity of a thorough 
knowledge of morbid anatomy, to enable 
a practitioner to treat disease correctly, he 
has not carried his theory into practice on 
affections of the skin. 

D2 
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^' De iwgti^ alopecia ^dit) si cutis in 
<Apite post fritationes. emittat sanguinett 
postmodum cru^tfts, deinceps ' flanram 
aquaiB) et ext^fMlitur |>r6 t^miim teninvila 
in cietriceta usque, tties: itd habe ubi pei> 
Tenierit, alopeciam esse dicas,^ In tkis 
feecotitit' ^ alopecia he has vtry 4ccU'* 
ra«tely describe the afifecticm of the sealp 
fidfeing from di^htitiott ;^ as the foUoww 
itog passa^ iftdkeetiy' proves,— *< Et 
quamris hoc f eniedio repelktur alopecia, 
nihiloBiinus ' perf^ita tura non est j nam 
Hbc ratione pulsanK inde post annos duos 
rediisse vidi/' I do ho* mean to «ay that 
alopecia might not have returned after so 
short an interval, but I think that the 
rempse was moi^ lilcely to have been in-^ 
duced by some irritation in the habit. 

This tiiapter upon alopecia co«* 
chides in a very remarkable manner. — ^He 
says, that others are accustomed to use 
corrosive and irritating applications, of 
which, in consequence of their eroding the 
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neck, he disapproves. However, he ac- 
knowkdges that after the head had heen 
anointed with these applications for nine 
snccessive days with great care, — ^' eo 
^cmporis spatio plurimnm hnmiditatis at- 
trahitur in spissam crustam concret2e, quae 
•post eos dies nonem decidit, cutisque sub- 
tns nudatur pulcherrima.'*^ 

From his caution accompanying the 
application of the remedy, viz. ^* sed quia 
plurimum urit, olivarum oleo desuper illito 
id>sqae intermissione dolores isti mitigandi 
«unt \^ I am induced to think that the 
ffcffection of the scalp was not situated in 
Ifee secreting capsule of the hair (consti- 
tuting his alopecia, or tinea capkis con-- 
tagiosaj} but that its seat was in the ves- 
sels of the cutis, and that his appHcation 
was intended to act in the moderate and 
gentle manner in which we use the solu- 
tion of the muriate of quicksilver, &c. ia 
the scurfy and eruptive appearances of 
the head. 
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In the spurious tineuy for which af^ 
fection Dr. Underwood has proposed the 
calx viva, I am at a loss to conceive how 
so irritating an application could ever he 
recommended. Indeed, if the seat of what 
has heen called spuriatis tinea he in the 
vascular membrane of the cutis, I cannot 
account for its utility, unless it he consi- 
derably reduced. The calx viva must ag- 
gravate all the symptoms of this affection, 
and tend much to protract its termination. 

It is prohahle, that this author 
has heen , misled from having used 
a misnomer; for experieiu^e proves 
that there is no difficulty in separating 
the hairs from the scalp in tinea, as they 
fall off sui sponte. 

I beg leave to refer the reader to 
Dr. Underwood's opinion on the mode of 
curing tinea, in support of what I shall 
hereafter propose. 

Dr. Heberden, in his commentaries, 
says that ^^ porrigo, or scald head, begins 
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with Iktle spots of a branny scurfy which 
itch and grow bald; these gradually be* 
come larger and more nmnerous^ till they 
cover the whole head, the skin of which 
will be sometimes so deeply affected with 
humour as to be full of mobt scabs/' — 
Here we have a most accurate description 
of tinea capitis contagiosa^ and if this valu* 
able and eminent physician had pointed 
out a plan of cure as simple and con- 
clusive as his definition of the disease, it 
would have been highly intrusive, and 
altogether superfluous in me^ to have 
troubled the public with these observa- 
tions. He tfien says, that ^* a cough has 
immediately ceaised upon the appearance 
of scald head, and that on its retreat the 
breathing has proved short and laborious." 
— This is considering 7mea as a symptom, 
or a constitutional affection, and has 
led me to suppose that Dr. Heberden 
in thk instance misapplied terms; for 
how an affection of the lungs could be 
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dependegit Hpcm tbs appeaaraRce.aaod: ex^ 
istence of tineas is a problem too 'difficult 
for m6 to/8olve« 

I must requtet the atfcentioft of my 
. reader to tMs common, afiecdcm of the ybs* 
cular membrane of the cutis> which I am 
&IIy persuaded, b ilie <»ii8e of.the dfulj 
al^Lrm that: exists ia privaite jamiMes. as 
w^U'as in schodls4 ^ •; . : 

: That thi^ membrane of thQ«e^is is in 
all .probability ihe ; seiai of Wl»iJt lias been 
oalled spurious tinm i I will endsavbtir to 
point ont in the coui^e of these ^feeta; I 
shall likewise have occasion £rbqiieiidy to 
notice the nature and fimcdoiis of this 
lamen^ with the view of eluoidatii^g> the 
probable situation of most of tbieiciita* 
neous affections of the human framed 

From a careful examinaticHi oi the 
manner in which the hairs arise from the 
inner side of the cutis, I have long 
thought, that the arteries of the cellular 
membrane give off, in their distributioD, 
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sw4]i Wnel^ t9 the $/$cretiog; apid in- 
volving €;4pMl^ <rf ^ rcHvts of the hair^r-r 
I am forthejT c^trejogthenfd in thia opinion 
hy oh^e^ving; that cpn«i4er«hk inflamfwar 
tioi^ xi(iay esJist. for many worths in the^ 
vessels of the cutis, without i^^^fering in 
any degree with the stability of the hair* 

It may also be observed that the rapid 
growth of the hiur pn tb« xnons veneris, at 
puberty, is invariably accomp^i^ed by fit 
looaUy iiK^eased cj^antity of c^ular mem- 
bran^^ whieh 0ecasiion8 a» evident prouu- 
n^»m o£ th&li pa*t, and can wly be ac- 
counted fo|r upon the sj;i,p|K>sition of an 
increase oC vascularity in the secreting- 
ve$(^ek of the hair, and adipose substance ; 
for no alter^on is observed in the cutis, 
or cutiele, immediately covering the mons 
veneris. 

Here it may be inferred, ^ pnori, as 
highly pirobabte that the arteries dF the 
cellular membrane supply Ae secreting 
eapaule of the hair. 

E 
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K this be admitted^ we shall not be at 
a loss to account for the hairs remaining 
firmly attached to their origin, in the 
confluent small pox, rubeola, and in the 
violent affections of the cutis arising 
from dentition. 

In the lepra and alpkos of the Greeks, 
we find no account that gives us the least 
idea of the separation of the hair in these 
formidable and scaly affections. 

"After acute disease, where great pros- 
tration of strength and debility has been 
induced, a wasting of the cellular mem- 
brane, accompanied with partial baldness, 
has often been kno^\^l to take place. 

The natural inference from this cir- 
cumstance would be, that there ^^as an 
imperfect, or undue action in the arteries 
of the cellular membrane, rendering them 
incapable of secreting adeps or hair. 

The cuticle is frequently thrown off 
after excessive constitutional inflammation, 
without any interference with the hair. 
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as is oWrvable inrubeokt, sciaiiatina, &c*. 
This commonly takes place when there is 
an imperfect action in the cutis^ as well as 
when there is an increased action of its 
vessels* 

From these observations I conclude 
that the vessels which form cuticle^ and 
those which supply the secreting capsule 
of the bulb of the hair, are not the same* 

In making use of the term vascular 
membrane, it should be understood that 
I include the rete mucosumil;, which I 
consider as a production, or rather a con* 

* <* S«pe tamen praeter naturam instar exuvianim serpentis 
dq>onitur, et in febribus ardentibus variolisque contingit. — 
In podagricit observavit, in tertiani intermittente, aliisque. 
In demortuis candela, vel ferventi aqui separatur: in vivis 
phaenigmis." 

Bartholinus de cuticuld. 

t ** But beneath the rete mucosum and in the surface of 

the Cutis vera, a soft vascular membrane hat been discovered 

by inje^ing the skim It was first demonstrated, in subje£b 

who had died of small pox» and it is so much strengthened 

by other inflammatory actions of the skini as to be capable 

of demonstration" 

C. Bell's Anatomy. 

E2 
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tiiltt^ttoii bf the vk*c*afer*rtyifcttoet)f^tlite 
t*u6s ; fcfr Hit vessels, as *dettit)toirtwfcted fey 
ihjectrofai ai*e evidfeiifly febtrtftmed otl: Wlirt 
tfefte tatitofsW, whkh' Jii its ^Wrri fowns 
cuticle, V . . ; ' 

^¥lTi6nfcvcf ^Ms itoembrane is fefliained, 
^flie cWtcle MtTg ti'ansfpai'eWt, ^ redne^ l«i 
ittstawdy'^6iiiWMerit-' i ' ^ 

'Tt is^lfi^liietttfti^tie whi^^ is iAff^ed 
on 'the apjflititrbtl df aMstef,aftd^nl&y be 
dearly disftingtiisaited to be \*rottded -tt?fli 
testeek^ after •«ef)alratittg "the ctffick. ^ 

* That cuticle is insenstbJe arid ilior-^ 
ganized has been the opinion of the an- 
cient as well as modem aiiatoinist$§ — r 

'§ <<'CuticuIa est vitse sensusque cxpers tenui% densai ex« 

sanguis ^ vaporibus oleosis, crassis et viscidis ,i frigiditate 

e^tern^ condensatis ad tc^gendam cutem: in morbis diuturnis^ 

et tabe ssepe cressascit* Incisa vel dilacerata non emitti( 

sanguinem non rubcjc, &C." ^ ^ 

3artholinus, lib. i. 

** Cuticle is iiiorgani2ed) no vessels or nerves lavinj 
been traced into it. It dips Ynto csviiies sittiated ^s^mi^ly. 
It is produced by tke vascular membrane 4if the cutis. Its 
regeneration is very quick. The cuticle fre^oetitly peels oflf 
after feverSi and is reproduced when the inflammatory action 
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P^yil^ii&fi^eriene^ ^onflnxiis 1^ fact too 
mtbv^y to UaVe -a ^efikht remammg upon 

Rtoin Ijiib VW tof^tte *»*3*Je noene 
Will ^iftiagirife that ^lie 6tepa«ition of this 
lamen of the integument arises frmta a 
tnorbi^ ehatoge in itself^ 'as no disease can 
tt&e place in ati ite*rgiittiEed part; there- 
foi* the.epitiiet; nioHbifit, when jgiMa^hed io 
etltidte ^ imxyrftci, itnfl tends only to mis- 
k?ad the judgtttiik^n ^iwjuiries respecting 

aflFecti6W^ trf^li^ S!ym. . ' ' 

** :f':.- . '•^ 'r. ' . r 'V; ! 

ceases. This dearth qt d^ay of the cuticle is ^supposed fto 
depend u|]H6n an ^interrupted or* peculiar a^ion o¥ ^he se- 
creting vessels. Its stfU^i^ie^ h vr^^dpfMsmi^s 9m, iff 
in giving an insensible covering to a sensible part, it by that 
means defends the cutis/' 
) '. I . / ' M. S.Notes o£i4r*iGKiu?»Ii6atii|es. 

. *f,C))lkIeliCa thin transparent m^brane, adhering to 
the skin by small filaments. It forms the processes which 
line ipass^eshgr which thercntis ts.fcBforated* ^t ii fbntied 
by>a'OoiidlEmailioa ef thevete nra(^min1|«r by tike extremity 
of.exdretiMry vwssds. The catide;seni«S)to pc^tcfl tfarsen*. 
siMs psuft^ iBiider it, and , to tegdait thcfpropot^bniof ihe 
fiuids thrown out, or tRken kuby the ji]i&ce;»f the^ktn;; 
parttonfaurii^ ^ pitvtnt a too great degree of evaporation." 

Fyfe's Anatomy. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



' It folldWs tY^Qtiy tliat the memlHrane 
which is situated immediately tinker the 
cuticle, is its secreting membrai^,. aii4 
must he &Fu{>posed to he interrupted in one 
of its natural functions when cuticle ;i^ 
thrown off. 

, It is this membrane tvhich (by means of 
the irete mucosum) influences the colom 
«f ih^ complexionf , and probably j§ tha 
common seat of almost ^very cutajiieous 
affection. It is supposed likewise to form 
a soft bed for the papilla^ of the cu^tis. 

C. Bell's opinion coincides with the 
ideas 1 have entertained of the funQtipna 
nf the vascular membran^^H; 



f *< Nlg^ihein autem oiticulds iaaethiopibus a subjedo 
mucosOi et reticulari corpore accersit." 

f MALriGElbStt 

: H ^ I should rather think that this it a vascular surface 
not changeaUe^ xwr losing its vascularity to be throim off 
in form of rete mucosuoi; but in itself the organized sur-^ 
fact which is ^o form the rete mucosum, and which excre* 
tion does in succession become cuticle^'* 

C. BdPs Anatomf ^ 
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If, from what has been said on the 
different lamina of the skin, and the ori- 
gin, of the hair, I am allowed to conclude 
that the membrana vascularis is the real 
secreting vascular surface of the cutis, 
forming cuticle, and supplying the papillae 
and sebaceous glands; and that vessels pf 
the cellular membrane support the se- 
creting capsule of the hairs (not having 
any direct communication with the vessels 
of the cutis) I may with some degree of 
confidence maintain that the seat of tinea 
capitis contagiosa is essentially different 
from the seat of all the variety of cuta- 
neous affections to which the skin is 
subject* 

I consider the scurfy patch on the 
skin*, which Dr. Underwood calls spu- 

^ When this aflMlton tppesiti u|ion any other part of the 
body it is not considered of ioaportance,— »why then this 
great alarm when it is found on the scalp? It is true that 
titiea cofitif ewtagksa is a disease peculiar to the head (though 
some authdrs have seen it on the eyebrows as well), and that 
it is of easy communication: but the seat of this disease I 
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ria^ tirmdy suad w]^h cr6^te$ m much 
alarm t¥heii it xis fouii4 i^ ^he scalp (friupfl^ 
ks being freq^^wtly c^nfouiMJied wHh (mea 
ea^tist mnt^^asaj^f to \^m^^ ^^ ajf^ 
fe(^ti(Hi t0 wl»ich cMdre^ q£ f^;r cowpjex* 
i<w{ip ftftd l^ht^diow€fd ttair w.e. particu- 
larly subfeet. It appear$ in the form of 
an irregulw ring, occaaionally in. patches, 
an4 W)paeti»e& caterijig the wboje. head^ 
accompanied with itching, sor^n^ss, £^xd 
reparation of the cutide, which falk' oflF 
in $QiaU flakes: a serous exhalatioii e;^* 
coriating the adjacent parts^ will 
sometimes attend this appearance. The 
h?iir never separates in this affection, 
neither is it in my opinion contagioui^, 

have endeavoured tO/praveisin the secreting membrane of 
the hair, and not in the vessels of the cutis vera. Whea 
the scalp is affeded| the reason of the cuticle being so rapidly 
thrown off is in consequence of its great attachment round 
the hair, which in its growth carrfes with it the impnfe^Iy 
fbrmed ciftiele, from the vessels of the retc mucoeum* 

* *' There seems to be very little if ai^ conta§ioR in 
cutaneous dlsordn^ if we except the itch and scald<.head; 
»any morbid appearances of the skin are judged to be proofs 
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§&t 1 Irt^e known it to remaflii i^tioftary 
for twelve ttonths anfd longd' 6ri l!he 
fifcal^, tnthfout sj)f eacfing, except ^wfieti ir- 
Wtat^ l!)y stinitdatmg applications. — 
Severa]! ca:fei« b^tfcis Mnd are given at the' 
€nd of this'tuetftise. 

It ii iMpposdf 1»i afrlse from dorttitioftf ,- 
<$p a dii&oni^i^ dta€e of the i^Olll&eh aiMi 
bowete; ^^ when this' is ^^ <^e^ vei^ 
Mtidi^ iitteiHAl filedicin^, beyohct ah occa- 
^oAat dose of calblbel^^ is necessary.— ^ 
Laneittg the guticfe* must chiefly be de^ 



of a diseased constitution, rather than merely local diioHdeft 
of the part which is afflicted with them; yet in some in* 
stances a hurt of the skin by a bruise or a burn has been the 
cause of" a general mischief; so that in consequence of such 
an atcident a clear habit of body^^as in advanced age of 
life shewn all the msirks of what is vulgarly called a scor- 
butic, or even a stnimdtis taiht." Vide casd iv. 

Heberden's Commentaries, ch« 23, de cutis vitiis* 

, f ^ Iniknttimi gingivis denddonib^ue muhum confert 
delpliini ai» ncieile dtfntium cinisf et si ipio dente gingival 
tanguntun idem affedus et cuiicuke dentis. U/ceraverO" 
•que M Mtriivjv: aut ulldr corporis parte fiimt, cancrorum fluvi 
atftittto succus cum hriai bivdeacei^ sanac" 

C. Plinii Historic natural!. 

F 
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pended \ipon^ taking care that the afiectioi^ 
is not checked foy external cold. 

An acrimonious state of the blood, or 
an imperfect action in the secreting vessels 
of the cutis, will produce this scurfy state 
of the scalp; when this is the cause, ab-« 
stinence from salted provisions, and giving 
encouragement to the exhalants§, are g6« 
nerally sufficient in a short time to mi-^ 
tigate this aflfection. When these means 
do not succeed, a lotion made of any 
of the mineral a^ids has been found he-? 
neficialj, by improving the state of the 
« cutis, 



§ ** In slight cutaneous disorders, warm bathing will 
sometimes clear the skin for a little while, but can hardly be 
considered as a cure. — When this happens, the weak so- 
lution of the argenti nitra$,or hydrargyrus muriatus is a goo4 
application." 

Heberden's Commentaries. 

X ^' Muricum, vel conchyliorum testae dnis maculas in 
facie vel capite purgat cum melle illitus, cuttmque crugaty 
extenditque, septenis diebus illitur ita ut odavo cindido 
ovorum foveantur, &c. i^kyocolla erugat cutem, exttndit- 
que, in aqu& decora horis quatuor, dein contusa, coUedai 
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A weak solution of* the argent! nitras 
knakes an efficacious wash* in affections 
of this kind^ when of long standing, 

Mr. Home, of SackYille*-street, favoured 
me with the relation of a case that had 
yielded to this application,- in the course 
of a fortnight, without ^ any internal 
medicine. 

Mh Fox has recommended this solu- 
tion to he used in the scurvy of the gums; 

r 1 

et subada ad liquorem usque mdlis; ita praeparata in vase 
novo conditur, et in usu, quatuor drachmis ejus, binse xk/- 
ptmru^ et anchusae totidem, octo fumae argentea^ &c. Me- 
delur et lentigine caeterisque vitiis cinis ex ossibus sepiarum* 
Idem et carnes excressentes tolUt, et huniida ulcera.'* 

C« Plinii Historic naturali. 
Volatile alkali, sulphur, and quicksilver, as well as 
binglass and honey, were used by Pliny for affections of the 
skin in his time. . • 

* " With regard! to external; remedies, it is a useful ge- 
neral rule to employ acrid washes, and unguents, where the 
affe^ed skin is accompanied with itching; but where it is 
attended with soreness and pain, to use mild ones. A warm 
bath, either in the form of a fomentation or vapour is the 
general and best remedy. A lotion ' of white hellebore/ 
or corrosive sublimate will answer the intention belt where 
an itching of the skin attends the afFeftion." 

HfiOERDBir. 

F2 
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he says^^^ — ^^ this remedy appears to €om^ 
nmnicaie a new action to the gums^ ami 
they generally get well in a short time/^ 

It may be necessary her* to observe 
that this solution- shoiuld not give pom, bm 
i have remarked that when it does the 
affection is rather increased by it than be^ 
nefited. Using at first a very weak 
solution^ and gradually strengthening it^ 
will be found the safest and most advaui^ 
tageoijs mode of proceeding, taking carjs? 
that only a sensation of itching or tingling 
be prodvicecf. 

The infinite variety of these affections, 
as well as of the susceptibility of different 
skins, renders it impossible to mention any 
particular formula. I have never found 
the following give pain, where ulceration 
h^d not taker* place, — 

^ Argenti nitratis Sir. 

Aqua? distillatap f.^viii, M. f. Lotio. 

The light should be excluded from 
thk iQtian. 
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Dr. Underwood in his chapter on red 
gum says^ that ^^ The state of the skin^ 
and the bowels have a peculiar consent^ 
and on this account infants whose first 
pasfflges have been frequently disordered, 
are always benefited by eruptions on the 
skin^ and in such cases peculicur care 
is necessary to guard against their being 
repelled, as well as to invite their return/* 

What observations can carry with 
them more plain sense or practical utility 
than these ? 

Again, ^* Infents/* he observes, ** are 
liable to various kinds of rashes, both in 
the month and till the period of teething 
is over." — ^In short, he seems to think, 
that the crusta lactea, and all the varietieiir 
of cutaneous affections, that are not de» 
pendent upon specific contagion, arise 
from dentition, or a disordered state of the 
prima v^. 

We are taught by experience to con- 
rider these symptoms always beneficial to 
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those childreh whose bowels have beeil 
disordered; — we establish this as a prac- 
tical fact in infantile complaints^ and it 
should be as stroiigly impressed on our 
minds when we are attepding adults^ in 
whom we often see similar c)itaneous af- 
fections, indicative only of sOme inteirjial 
diseasef . 

This author in pointed terms recom* 
mends a similar plan of treatment in. each, 
modifying it according to circumstances- 
The tepid bath, aperient and occasi* 
onal absorbeilt medicines, .ynth (Strict in- 
junctions to avoid ejLternal cold, coftstitUte 
his ratio medendi. 

As this treatment is equally applieftble 
and serviceable to each variety of cutd- 
neous affections, and is consistent with 
reason and conmion sense, what benefit 

f " Several of these (cutaneous) maladies are hereditary, 
and even when they are not derived from the parents, may 
still be the efFefts of a general disorder of the body, rather 
than merely local, and belonging only to the skin," 

Hesjikden, 
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^in accrue to the patient by considering 
them as separate diseases^ when almoslt aU 
writers agree (as I conclude from their 
mode of treatment) that the foUowing 
terms, roseola, psoriasisy urticariay &c. 
(intended to designate different diseases,) 
in fact are applied only to express the ef- 
fects, variously modified, of a disordered 
action, or morbid structure of some in- 
ternal part ? 

J have frequently noticed this scurfy 
and eruptive affection appearing upon the 
£>rehead and face of those whose minds 
have b^een absorbed ill study, or dejected 
by distress, and have witnessed its sub- 
siding after the mind had returned to its 
natural tranquiliity§. 



§ " Ncque solius corporis in morbis sanandis rationalem 
semper habendum esse, sed menti quoque interdum esse sub« 
veniendum, quippc in qua saepc hseret fons et origo mali, — 
Leges vero harum rerum generates, et mo^um quo mens 
corpus aificit, et ab eo aiicitur vicissim, nee noverim ipse, 
nee quenquam hactenus novisse erediderim.*' 

Gregory's conspectus, page i8. 
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Surely then th>ere catn be n& rieeess^ 
§ot wt2amng these iit»si^otH» titles^ much 
less for eidargiCKg our list of disesasesij;, sM 
more afaready e^isrt ihAt% we posisess thtf 
means of curing*. Yet we croud Bftere* 
symptoms mto a&f morbid arrongeii^ifelMsy 
as if we were ^sirous of strewing ftesh dif- 
ficukics m the path of professional science*^ 

Thifi> scurfy an^ eruptive appear-^ 
ance, which has so frequently beert taken 
fw* tmm eapifis eontegiosay I hivtj pre- 
sumed originates in the vascular memferanfie 
of the cutie, and that it is evidfentty dis^ 
tinct from tmea, vnth respect iSo its siestt, 
and itS' nattn^e. 

Sydenham has callfed this aWscikcM th^ 
dry scurf of the head, which sometimesf. 



. t** For the pr*^cc of pfiy^sib cRiefly consbtf in b€ing 
able tt> discover the tnie curative indications.** 

STt)lBWHA»r. 

* " Q^jppe quia tot ekbtant morbr quortHtt natura et 
causae prorsus lateant*'^ 

Dr. Gregory's conspe£lus. 
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he says, continues through life. Dr. He« 
berden was likewise of this opinion§. 

The term psoriasis has been ad(^ted 
by Dr. Willan, for this appearance on the 
fi^in;-; — ^indeed he has described many va- 
rieties, with the medical treatment proper 
for each, conceiving (I admit) that ad- 
vantage might arise in practice from dis- 
tinguishing them by cUflFerent titles. In 

$ *^ A branny scurf in yarious parts of the skin, and par- 
ticularly in the head, has infested some through their whole 
lives.'' 

Heberden's Commentaries. 

** Exhibit the common purging potion, and afterwards 
anoint the whole he^d with the following liniment, rubbing 
it in well, and then cover it with a bladder:*— 

Take Oil of bitter almonds, 
Bay leaves. 

Ashes of southernwood, of each iu 
M. £ Linimentum. 

The head should be shaved in the first place, and then 
the scales rubbed off every morning by degrees, as theyjgrow 
loose.'* - 

Sydenham on scurfy eruptions of the head. 

That vegetable alkali gives considerable relief in this 
affection, and sometimes completely dissipates it, my own 
experience has proved, 

G 
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doing this he has adopted in many iti-^ 
stances the arrangement of former writers* 

Under this head of psoriasis^ Dr. 
Wilian describes many varieties, which 
he considers the most striking and 
important; 

From his own account it appears that 
irritating , applications invariably did 
harm, and that mild treatment and the 
warm bath uniformly afforded relief. In 
one place, however, he observes, that he 
has seen some very obstinate cases of 
lepra, alphos, and psoriasis completely 
cured by the proper use of the waters of 
Harrowgate. 

^^ Prsecipitatedj or tartafised iron^*' he 
says, ^^ are perhaps occasionally useful in 
removing certain states of the consti- 
tution, with which scaly tetter seems to 
be conhected.'* 

From this remark, it seems as if £t 
momentary ray of light had broken in 
upon his mind, though not of sufficient 
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splendour to exhibit such a view of the 
subject as would have shewn him that all 
the varieties of psoriasis, were only affec- 
tions arising from " certain states of the 
constitution/' 

In the scaly tetter of infants, antimo- 
Hials, warm bathing, and mild applica- 
tions, with calomel as a purge, were found 
serviceable ; in short, in the psoriasis scro- 
tahs, palmaris, inveterata, &c. &c. the 
steam of warm water, oiled silk with a 
mild defensative ointment, produced the 
most relief, after various internal me- 
dicines had been found ineffectual. 

When this affection, viz. scaly tetter, 
attacks the head, Dr. Wiilan has called it 
pityriasis capitis. He quotes a passage 
from Rhazes* which is applicable to the - 
present point, and strongly supports my 

♦ " Furfura rcmoventur continuo abradendo caput, ct 

singulis noccibus inunguendo, et postero mane in multd aqu^ 

calida abluendo in balneo/' 

Rhazes de re medici. 

G2 
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Opinion and my usual 'practice in tiiia 
appearance of the scalp. 

The mode of treatment adopted by 
Rhazes has apparently the same oligect 
in view, viz. to soothe and quiet the skin. 

The passage of Dr, Willan which 
immediately succeeds his reference to 
Rhazes, is very remarkable, — ^^ If scales, 
intermixed with sores, be permitted to 
cover the scalp for a length of time, pus- 
tules containing an acrimonious lymph ar^ 
formed under the incrustation, and the 
true porrigo often supervenes.*' 

By means of this sentence, we are 
indirectly introduced to Dr. Willan's opi* 
nion of tiTiea capitis contagiosa^ or scald- 
head, from which I am under the neces- 
sity of differing,, being influenced by the 
cases which have occurred repeatedly to 
me in practice. Vide cases No. V. and VI. 

Avicenna, from his mode of cure in 
these affections of the skin, affords us 
much useful information. Though I 
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have already been Induced to make larger 
quotations from this discriminating author 
than I had at first intended, yet his 
observations are of too much practical im- 
portance to be suppressed in this place §. 

Dr. Willan's fifth order, including 
porrigo, &c. I believe has not yet appeared 
before the public, but probably ere these 
observations leave the press, the world 
may be favoured with a more .particular 
treatise on ^^ sqald-head, or the honey- 
comb scab/' 

" § ** Utatur cibo humido, ct balncis tcmpcratis proprie, 

quiete, et tranquitiitate, et assiduitate inunctionis capitis 

cum oleis humectativis, et emuisione lactis super caput; quia 

humor assendens fiierit grossus. In ek affe«£tione autem, 

qax fa^a est ex humiditate nitrosa salsa propter nitrositatem, 

et salsedinemi oportet ut acceptio omnis acuti, et salbi alie* 

netur, et cibetur earn babens piscibus petrosis, et carnibus 

subtilibus cum pauco sale, et evacuetur cum pilulis pur* 

gantibus, et assidue fiat inunctio capitis cum oleis suavibus 

et tepidis/ Quumque haec species accidit in aetare senii, ejus 

cura est pnrva* Oportet ut earn habens u^tur embrocha 

ex aqu'i tepidi, in qui cocta sunt hordeum, et chamoemilla, 

et matricarice minoris, et non aliud omni nocte; facit enim 

bene dormire. Sufficit autem, ut laboret, et exercitetur, ct 

balncetur, &c," 

Avicenna de affc6libu$ cutancis. 
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He has already asserted, in his re* 
marks on pityriasis, that if this affection 
he neglected, it will terminate in true 
porrigo; therefore, from his own words, I 
conclude that our opinions upon tinea 
differ in every point of view. 

After a careful perusal of that part of 
his work on this subject which has already 
appeared, I cannot allow that he has 
added much to our treatment of affections 
of the skin, or that the practitioner has 
received that assistance from his arduous 
undertaking, which might have been ex- 
pected from so systematic a treatise. 

I have been favoured with a cursory 
view of a French work, entitled " Des^t 
cription des maladies de la peaUy par 
J. L. Alibe^'ty^ which far exceeds Dr. 
Willan's treatise, in splendour as well a? 
expence. This author seems to use the 
terms — ^' Teigne muqueusey Jlaveus^y 
granulicy furfuraceey* &c.. &c. for the 
scurfy affections of the scalp. He has 
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likewise the following names, ^^ di^tre 
furfuraceey volarde, arrondee^ squam 
measly humide orhiculaire^ centrifuge^ 
lichenoide^^^ &c. signifying varieties only 
of the dry or scaly tetter of Dr. Willan. 

His plates of the "jpZiyue scditaire, du* 
pvhisy maltifarme^^ &c. are, I should sup- 
pose, accurate descriptions of the tricho'- 
ma or plica pilonica ; but in what degree 
they will be useful in practice I leave 
the professional world to decide. 

The sieat of tiTiea capitis contagiosa^ I 
have endeavoured to shew is so different 
from the situation of the other scurfy 
and eruptive affections of the scalp, as 
well as its characteristic symptoms and 
modes of cure*, that I can never admit, 
without stronger evidence than Dr. Willan 
has adduced, that any other affection of the 

HlFPOCftATES. 
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scalp has the slightest oonnection, either 
directly or indirectly with this disease. 

A quotation is made by Dn.Willan 
from Avicenna, in support of his opinion 
respecting true porrigo supervening to 
pityriasis, but, according to my construc- 
tion of it, it is not clear that Avieenna 
meant scald-head*. 

In the course .of my practice I have 
seen several cases in which ukea^ation of 
parts of the scalp had taken place, and 
had exposed the pericranium, in conse- 
quence of long continued aiKt excessive 
action of the vessels of the cutis, arising 
from dentition. Vide case No. VI. 

These cases are, in n^y opinion, very 
interesting and instructive; they demon- 
strate that these dreadful affections of the 
head subsided on the appearance of the 

♦ ** Pcjor pcrvenit ad ulccra, et ad corrumpcndum ori- 
gines capillorum.'* ^ 

AviCBVNA^ 



Digitize^ by LjOOQ IC 



[ 49 ] 

teethy and ihsit scald-head did not 
aupervene. 

If Dr. Willan means by the scald* 
head| the scabby affeetiioo of the scalp ac- 
companying dentition, pot attended with 
falling off of the hairs, nor in any degree 
contagious, we differ only in our appli* 
cation of t^rms, 

One of the cases did much credit to the 
judgment of Dr. Underwood, who was 
decidedly of opinion that the affection was 
not scald-head, in opposition to the sen- 
tence that had been passed upon this 
complaint by one of the most popular 
pi^actitioners of that day. On the scalp 
being shewn to this gentleman, he said to 
the mother, — "that disease is scald-head, 
and if it gets into the ears it will kill him." 
Distressed with this idea of her child's 
danger, she sought comfort and as- 
sistance from the milder treatment of 
Dr. Underwood, who assured her that 
there was no danger, and that the ap- 
H 
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' peai^nce would subside when the teeth 
were cut; — ^in a short time the case ter- 
minated agreeably to the prognosis of 
Dr. Underwood. — ^Although parts of the 
/ scalp had been destroyed by ulceration, the 
hairs were never separated from the head, 
as in tinea* 

At the commencement of Dr. WiUan's 
account of pityriasis, he says, that he 
thought it necessary to distinguish pityri- 
asis capitis from the porrigo of the Latins, 
though he afterwards seems to have al- 
tered his opinion, as he observes that true 
porrigo often supervenes. 

He then denominates another variety, 
according to the Greek authors, viz, pityri- 
asis versicolon, which I cannot distinguish, 
I by his accountj from pityriasis capitis*. 

* " If chiefly afFe^s the breasts and arms of women, and 
differs from the natural skin in colour j the scales are small 
and slightly rough, which soon fall off, but are constantly 
succeeded by others. It is not in itself a disorder of any se- 
rious consequence. • 

" 1 cannot speak fovourably of my success in the medical 
treatment of this pityriasis; acids, alkalies, mercurials, anti-r 
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I must here remark tliat I have always 
found the treatment recommended in the 
latter part of the foregoing note produce 
relief in hoth varieties. A tepid bath evi- 
dently brought on the first alleviation of 
their symptoms, and the only alteration 
made in the treatment of the pityriasis 
capitis was the application of soap and an 
alkaline lotion to the head. 

I have no doubt that this lotion was 
beneficial in what Dr. Willan calls pityri- 
asis capitis, having frequently found it ne- 
cessary to make use of the same, as well, as 
a wash of diluted nitric, or muriatic acid 
to the scalp, in this scaly aflPection. 

It is this appearance on the head 
which excites so much uneasiness, and 
which, in my opinion, arises from a weak 

monials, &c. under whatever form, seemed to produce no 
beneficial cfFe£t. Some advantage, however, was derived 
from using first a warm bath of sea water, and afterwards 
bathing in the open sea, and in some instances the complaint 
was by this means wholly cured." 

Dr. WiUan on pityriasis versicolon. 

H2 
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and impetfecl aeiion of the vessels wliich 
fiecrefe the cuticle^ It sometimes^ after 
having existed for ten or twelve 'monthis, 
defies the use of internal medicine; its con- 
tinuance is neither checked hj the use of 
the nitric ointment^ muriatic acid^ or even 
the oiled silk cap ; hut has been known ta 
yield in the course of a short time to a 
weak solution of the argenti nitrasf , hel-» 
lebore[|, or galls; 

This lotion should he applied by means 
of a cameFs-hair pencil/ and in such a 
manner that it may find its way to the 
bottom of the cuticular sheath of the hairj 
not with a view of acting upon the roots 
of the hair, but that the lotion may uni- 
versally reach the vessels of the cutis> 

t " Incipiatur k rasionc capitis prius, deinde liniatur 
caput nitro, sinape, piperei aceto forti, sale euphorbiO| ct 
lapide segyptlaco, quoniam est vehementis juranienti.'' 

AVICBKNA, 

II *• Tnungat autem caput gallis, ct argcnti flore, adipc 
que suillo.'* 

HiPPOC&ATBS. 
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(ettiil ptoduce a chai^ in their actiom 
It is not necessary tliat this application, 
should act as a caustic^ and coagulate the 
surface^ but only that it should excite a 
slight sensation in the skin4 The hea4 
shoidd be kept closely shaved^ and the lo« 
tion applied every night and morning') 
taking care that it does not excite much 
inflammation^. Vide Case VII. 

I hope that I shall not be thought te* 
dious in my examination of the opinimis 
of others on this subject; being fully 
convinced^ that a thorough investigation of 
the nice;]; or apparent shades of difference 
^in cutaneoi]us affections^ is absolutely 

♦ " Capite raso, tunc lavctur caput cum aqud calidi| ct 
alternis noctibus cum aqoi gallae, et lapide acgyptiaco/' 

AVICJSNNA^ 

t **The best mode of obtaining and increasing profes* 
sional knowledge is to pay that stri6t attention to cases, which 
enables us to note those nice shades of difference which 
distinguish diseases from each other, and also to form some 
regular arrangement of them; so that, ultimately, we may be 
able to discover their natural series and order." 

Abernethy on the disorders of health. 
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necessary to afford a clear and comprehen- 
sive view of their nature. 

I have endeavoured to separate cause 
from eff'ect^ which are too often con- 
founded^ and have spared no pains in ac- 
quiring as much collateral infornmtion 
upon this subject (in addition to my own 
experience) as was in. my power to ob- 
tain; and, I trust, that the manner of 
treatment here recommended in tinea, as 
well as in other cutaneous affections, will 
be found simple, specific, and effectual. 

From a desire of bringing under one 
view as much practical information as I 
could collect, it became necessary to have 
frequent reference to ancient as well as 
modern authors. Those who are still in 
practice I beg to assure, (however I may 
differ from them in opinion on the 
subject of my present work,) that I have 
not been actuated in any degree by a 
spirit of ^ censure, or of detraction, but 
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have animadverted upon their works 
with the sole object of deducing prin- 
ciples which might ultimately be bene- 
ficial to society*. 

In investigating the definitions, and 
modes of cure adopted by writers upon 
cutaneous complaints, I am led to believe 
that the diseases of the skin are few, though 
its affections are numerous; and after a 
dispassionate enquiry into the psoriasis 
and pityriasis of Dr. Willan, I conclude, 
from his own statement, that after various 
medicines, internal as well as external, 
had been ^sed, the benefit which each 
variety it^ceived, depended upon the plan 
of treatment I have for some years prac- 
tised, at the commencement of all affqc- 



* ** Quocirca medicum ct decet et oportet, non modo 
remedia novisse quae adversus certos morbos prodesse so- 
leant, sed horum quoque morborum naturam et causas, et 
remediorum vires, et administrationcm, et modum quo 
contra morbos prosunt, intellexisse quo melius sciat idoneam 
singulis agrotantibus medendi rationem accommodare, &c." 

Gregory's conspectus; 
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tions of the skin (viewing them as symp« 
toms), whether they arose from morhid 
-structure, or disordered action. 

I have hitherto, seen no reason to 
relinquish this practice ; on the contrary, 
daily experience, as well as communis 
cation with professional men, tend to 
strengthen me in the conviction, that in 
all these afieetions we are most e&ctually 
assisting nature in her own curative opera^ 
tions, hy administering such external ap- 
plications as tend to soothe and relax the 
vessels of the skin^, and such interu^ 
means' as allay irritation and give a more 
natural and perfect action ' to the 
systemf. 

* ^^ Aqua calida papulas rubicundas attenuat, tc mollit. 

Calor enim has solvit, cutem moUit, extenuat, dolorem exi- 

fnit, capitis gravitatem solvit. His omnibus calida aqua 

arnica est*' 

Hippocrates. 

f " Vis natura medicatrix hac sola ad multos morbos 
sanandos sufficit, in omnibus fere juvat: quin et medicamenta 
sua natura optimal tantum solummodo valent quantum 
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The use of the oiled-silk cap*, when 
the scalp is affected with eruptions from 
deatition, or other disordered action, 
is the most convaiient and successful 
application. 

It is equally beneficial in the scurfy 
affection of the head§, as well as in that 
whidi is accompanied with a serous dis« 
charge, and with pustules. It encourages 
exhalation^ , and consequently relieves the 
vessels of the cutis, which are either 



hujus vires imitas excltent, dirigant, gubernent. Modicina 
enicn neque prodest| neque repugnante natura quicquam 
profick.*' 

Dr. Gregory's conspectuj. 

* ^< His omnibus utile est, digerere id, quod vel praccordia 
onerat, vel fauces strangulat, vel in aliquo membro nocet." 

Celsus de medicina. 

§ " Deraso capite utrem circum frontem deligare oportet, 
aqu^ plenum calidissim^." 

Hippocrates de morbis ^ capite onentibus* 

f " Fereque adhibetur, ubi summam cutemrelaxari, evo- 
carique corruptum humorem, et habituih corporis mutari 
expcdit." 

Celsus de balneo tepido. 

I 
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inflamed, or carrying on an impa*fect 
action. 

Case the VIIIth> which the readeJT 
wiU find at the end of this treatise, is a 
marked instance of the utility of th^ 
cap, and affords at the same time a fa- 
vorahle opportunity of remarking the dif* 
ference hetweeii tineaj and this extensive 
sore, occasioned solely by an irritable state 
of the gums. 

Ointment is seldom needful in these 
cases, where the oiled-silk cap has been 
used. If any be thought necessary it 
should consist of spermaceti, and a small 
proportion of fresh oil of almonds; and if 
the head were shaved it would admit of the 
liniment being more conveniently applied. 

When soreness appears behind the 
ears*, the oiled-silk cap should be applied 
in such a manner as to include them, 

• " A moisture behind the ears of children is a very 
common affection^ — this, whether from neglect of keeping 
the part clean, or from the abundance and sharpness of the 
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whereby much relief will be procured in 
this troublesome and irritating affection. ' 

But previous to the use of the cap or 
ointment, when the affection arises from 
teething, the gums should be freely lanced^ 
which will frequently render other means 
unnecessary. 

I cannot use language more expressive 
of my ideas upon -this subject than by 
quoting the words of Mr. Fox, who, in 
his very useful and scientific treatise on the 
teeth, speaking of dentition, says, ^'Nature 
operates in a very salutary manner for the 
relief of children, by occasioning an in- 
crease in the secretion of saliva, which di- 
minishes the action of the vessels. In 
some, the skin is more particularly af- 
fected, a little fever arises which is soon 
followed by some kind of eruption. — ^There 
are several appearances seen upon the 



humour, will sometimes spread over the whole head and 
ftce." 

Heberden's commentaries. 

12 
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6kl]l dixring duldhcxxi^ and trfaich are thi} 
consequence erf irritation/' 

During dentition he first mentioiift the 
rash called the red-gum, which appears up-* 
on the skin of infants soon after their hirth^ 
and may he con»dered beneficial; ^^ for the 
blood being carried to the skin takes off 
every improper determination to important 
part0^ and prevents more serious disease* 
Sometimes pustules f<»in, and terminate in 
scabs. 

^^ There are other eruptions which form 
very extensive and unpleasant scabs; 
they break out upon the comers of the 
mouth, and on the neck. Sometimes they 
begin upon the forehead, and spread over 
part of the scalp, thus forming large loose 
scabs which drop off, but are soon sue* ' 
ceeded by others. These scabs, however, 
leave no scar, and are to be considered 
only troublesome and not dangerous*/' 

HirPQC&ATEl, 
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If the scabs should extend over the 
head> he recommends the use of the oiled- 
silk cap ; this, he observes, prevents eva- 
poration, and the scabs do not dry and 
become troublesome. 

In recommending the oiled^silk cap, 
which I had used for many years previous 
io my perusal of Mr. Fox's work, I consi- 
dered, that the advantages arising from it 
were not solely ^^ its preventing evapo- 
ration,'' but that it acted as a perpetual 
vapour bath, encouraging exhalation from 
the vessels of the cutis*. 

From experi^ice I can recommend it 
as a most safe and advantageous appli- 
cation, in every kind and stage of cuta- 
neous affections. 

JVfeny children are subject to an in- 
flammation behind the ears, this may 

♦ " Sudorem copiosisiimum, in multis morbis, medici, 
k naturl ip$& edocti, arte cliciunt, cum insigiii saepe acgro* 
tanthim commodo." 

Gregory's conspectus. 
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always be regarded as salutary, since from 
its contiguity to the teeth it tends to di- 
rert the inflammation. 

Mr. Fox, after having accurately des- 
cribed other symptoms of irritation, ob- 
serves, that opening the gums ought always 
to be had recourse to in the first instance. 

As the effects of dentition are no fur- 
ther connected wiih my present subject, I 
reftr the reader for more particular infor- 
mation to the work itself. 

Eruptions sometimes appear on the 
heads and skin of weakly children, when . 
shedding their temporary set of teeth§. 

This complaint is frequently the source 
of, great uneasiness in schools as well as 
families, it being considered ringworm of 
the head, and contagious. But, I 

§ ** Acria quaedam in cutem delata, veluti in febribus 
quas eruptio super cutem comitatur, aut morbo regio, tut 
demum varii ipsius morbi, scabies, &c. eundem affedum 
edunt." 

Gregory's conspectus. 
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kave seldom been deceived in my progndsis^ 
namely^ that when the irritation of the 
gums ceased, the eruption would sub^de. 

My plan of relief is the same as I re- 
commended durii^ the dentition of in&nts. 

A scurfy state of the scalp occurring 
at the same time, or in succession, in 
schools and nurseries, has frequently given 
rise to the idea of its being a contagious 
disease. Indeed as practitioners have not 
yet agreed on any precise definition or 
mode of treatment of ^inea, society cannot 
expect to receive that information and de- 
cision which the importance of the subject 
requires. 

From repeated opportunities of seeing 
these cases in children, and from a patient 
attention to their progress and termina- 
tion, I am fully convinced that they are 
not contagious, as they have invariably 
subsided without any course of medicine, 
^nd without communicating the affection. 
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Several cases illustrative of this l^pj^af^ 
ance are given at the end of this treatise. 

This scurfy state of the scalps in my 
opinion^ depends more frequently upon an 
acrimonious state of the hlood^ or upon 
some peculiar constitutional action^ im- 
parting the same to the vessels formii^ 
cuticle^ than is generally imagined^. 

I have seen it take place in the children 
of the rich as well as the poor,— in publio 
seminaries and schools of industry; and 
have uniformly known it relieved by a 
change of diet§9 using calomel as a pur^ 

♦ " A villus gencre, varietates non Icvas oriuntur. Sic 
qui victu ex carnibus pro maxima cibi parte utuntxir, et 
epulis laucioribus, et liquoribus generosis iadulgeftti robusti- 
ores fere sunt aqux potoribus, iisque qui frugibus solis ves* 
cuntur; sed ssepe minus sani, ad nimiam sanguinis abundan* 
tiam, et inflammationes, et putredinem procliviorGs.'^ 

Gregory's conspeftus. 

§ ^' Superest ergo ut mannft, succo fru£tuum, et omnibus 
uti, quapresolvunt cumlenitate; et oportet ut cibi isti fint 
boai cbymi et parva quantitas eorum, Qon fiat ex ipsis re- 
pletio. Et si materia? cholericae fiierint groftsssi et fuerint 
imbibitse in tunicis stomachi, ita utneque^omitu expellantuf^^ 
necessarium erit evacuare cum scammonio* 
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gative, and with the judicious application 
of the oiled-silk cap^ a mild ointment^ or 
the mineral lotion. 

A farinaceous and vegetahle diet 
should he substituted for animal food§, in 
those instances where an acrimonious 
state of the blood is suspected; fermented 
liquors should^ upon the same principle, 
be avoided, and milk and rennet-whey 
taken as the common beverage^ All kinds 

Curatio autem est, lit evacuetur corpus, si humor in 
CO fiidrit comttitinicans; ddnde administretur cibi miooratio, 
et ejussubtiliatio." 

Avicenna, lib. 3, trad, 2, chap. ii« 

§ *^ Qyi ergo medicus esse volet, id opus habet, ut primi 
tignaturam tartari sciat, postea signaturam medicinae quoque 
tencat* £t liic processus studios^ attendendus est. Hoc 
enim ordine, et methodo tartarus omnis in universo corpore 
invaditur, et expdlitur. MedicinI, et potione ad ejus expul- 
sionem satis valid4, ct robust^. 

*' In hac siccitate capitis principium curs ejus est — uti 
cibit humeetativis, boni chymi, et propria multi nutrimenti, 
sicutvitellus ovi,et sicut jus gallorum, velpullorum pinguium, 
tunc liniatur caput oleis laudatis, sicut oleum amygda- 
linum, &c.*' 

FAKACSLSITf* 
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of ripe and acidulated fruits may be freely 
used} to which may be added moderate 
exercise and air. 

If a lax state of the system be consi- 
dered the cause of this affection, tender 
animal food may be allowed, with a 
course of tonics, in addition to the other 
means for the recovery of health;^. 

Microscopic inspection, as well as 
general observation, induce me to con- 
sider the scaly tetter of Dr. Wiljan, or 
the scurfy patch so frequently seen on the 
heads of children, to depend upon disor- 
dered action of the secreting vessels of the 
cuticle, which I conceive to be the true 
arteries of the skin ; and I am inclined to 
think that this extremely-fine layer of 
vessels is the seat of the variolous pustule, 

i '^ Naturales vero corporis acliones appellant, per quas 
•piritum trahimus, et emittimus, ciburti potionemquc et as- 
sumimus, et concoquimus itemque, per quas eadem haec in 
osnnes oicmbronuri partes digerunt." 

' Celsusi lib. i* 
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and of almost all other dutaneous affec- 
tions, whether local or constitutional. 

It is inflamed in rubeola, scarlatina, 
&c, it gives colour by means of the, rete 
mucosum to the complexion, distinguishes 
the exterior of different nations, and ap- 
pears to he one of the great inlets, as well 
as outlets, to the human frame. 

That affections of the skin arise 
from acrimony in the blood, may be 
presumed from the scurfy state of the skin 
of sailors, who have lived upon salted 
provisions for any considerable period*. 

* " Porro autem etiam de cibis illis attcnditc, qui non ab 
dementis siimuntur, hoc est, de carnibus, qu^ ratione ni- 
mirum illi tartarei sint, et hominenv tartarosum facere pos- 
siat. Ex illis (carhibus) qus tartara nascuntur^ omniuna 
durissim^, et difficillim^ curantur, doleresque gignunt acu- 
tissimos. Cum primk antem ipsorum sanguis admbdum 
tartarosus est. Nam tartaream istam naturam, ac materiam 
cum potu, et cibo assumunt. Dolores, enim, quidam ab iUit 
cientur, qui tolli, ac adimi nequeunt, nisi tartarus penitus 
omnis sublatus est. Qiianquam non nulli etiam paroxysnu 
sint, qui leniri, et mitigari possint. Quod autem mixtum 
est, adimi non potest. Sed quod adcurationem tartarorum 
omnium morborum attinet, scitote earn prefici balneo, e€ 

K2 
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That the blood contains saline as well 
as alkaline matter, may fairly be con- 
cluded from the volatile alkali remaining 
after the combustion of human bone, and 
from the analysis of the teeth, and the va- 
rious calculi that are found in the gall 
bladder, kidnies, &cf , 

potione. Fas ergo C8t cibum ac potum certain contra tarta** 
rum medicinam habere : ut vero nutrimenta medicina fiant, 
danda xgro omnia sunt, quae 9ppetit, ac desiderau Curao 
^utem processus <:on$istet in regimine primum, postea in 
balneo." 

Pakacilsus^ 

t *^ The blood has a peculiar taste, being saltish, and of 
a peculiar flavour; we can always distinguish by the taste 
Mrben there is blood in the mouth. There are some pro* 
perties discoverable in the blood which would incline us to 
believe that particular parts of the blood are employed to 
compose particular solid psMts, which are found to possess 
properties similar to different parts of the blood. 
^ •* The blood can recdve and retain extraneous matter, 
capable of destroying the solids,^ by stimulating to a^ion so 
as to destroy them, 

^* Extraneous matter in the blood is capable of altering the 
chemical properties of the solids in those who work in lead, 
as b evident in the following case of fatal paralysis: — 

** On examination after death, the muscles, particularly 
those of the arms, had lost their natural colour; but instead 
pf being^igamentous and semi-transpa'rent, as happens i^ 
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The experiments that were made on the t 

blood by Mr. John Hunter and Dr, Hew- \ 

son, prove that its component parts vary 
considerably, and that its relative propor- 
tions depend very much upon diet, as well 
93 diseased action. 

Prom Dr. Hewson's remarks, 
arising f?*om a long series of ac- 
curate experiments, I do not think it 
can be considered as straining facts, to at- 
tempt to make the result of those expe- 
riments serviceable in an endeavour to 
account for the cutaneous affections ac- 
companying inflammatory action, as well 
as for those states of the skin peculiar to 
paen and animals, who have been confined 
to the use of stimulating and acrid food§, 

common paralysis, they were opaque, resembling exactly, in 
appearance, parts steeped in a solution of Goulard's extra£^. 

** From this case it appears the lead had been evi* 
dently carried along with the blood, even into the muscles 
{themselves.'* 

Hunter on the blood. 

5 <^ When blood is drawn from the arm of a person 
under illness, it separates into two parts, crassameatum and 
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The coagulated lymph is supposed^ 
Iby physicians as well as surgeons, to 
have a great share in the cause of many 
diseases. 

The scurvy in sailors strongly shews 
the eflPect of salted provisions upon the 
skin and constitution*, and the scaly 

ijenim; — firpm this circumstance the follpwing conclusion is 
made :-*that the less the quantity of senim is in proportion 
to the crassamentum, bleeding, diluting liquors, and a low 
diet are the mort necessary, — whilst in some dropsies and 
other diseases, where the serum is in great, and the crassa- 
tnentum is in smair proportion, bleeding and diluting woqld- 
be extremely improper. The opaque buff which forms the 
inflamitiatory crust, and is lying upon the crassamentum, is 
the coagulable lymph, which is firm in its texture. It is 
this lymph which is thrown out upon inflamed surfaces 
forming adhesion, and many other morbid appearances." 

Experiments on the blood, vide vol, Ix. PhiloC Trans. 

• ** Pracsertim si multum salis cum cibo assumptum 
fuerit, et parum aquae, vel alius potus, in promptu fuerit, qui 
salem dilueret primo, et tandem c corpore elueret. Quod 
mali genus socii navales satis superque experiri solent, quum 
plures menses solo commeatu nautico vivfindum est.— Huic 
•utem corruptioni corporis si qua revera sit, qua sponte su- 
pervenit, natura idoneum remedium suggerit; cibum nemp^ 
recentem, ex frugibus imprimis comparatum, acessentem, et 
aerc mephitico plenum, quem corpori impertiat.** 

Gregory's ^onspedus^ 
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and itching complaint on the hides of 
animals that have heen highly fed and 
pampered, evince the irritating and acri** 
monious nature of their food||. 

An alteration in the manner of living 
in the sailor, and change of food in ani* 
mals, with regular exercise and air, will 
alone be suflficient, generally speaking, to 
dissipate these affectionsf . 

II *^ In animalibus, sive terrestria ilia sint, eive aquaticn 

tartarum nullum pe^egrinum gignitur, sed tantum tartarum 

cruorist'* 

Paracslsus. 

' ' f « Et ex eis quas ad hoc juvant; aqua calida, et*deam- 
bulatio p^rva, et dimissio ciborum inHativoruii?, et vaporo- 
sorum tardae digestionis, juvant valde ei, qui Vult ut ejus soda 
recedat, et non revertatur ad cum. 

** Clbl acetosi conveniunt illis patientibus banc sodam, 
qua est propter commynitatem stomachi, quia cibus ille est 
de genere eorum, quae praeparant os stomachi, et confortant 
ipsum, et prohibent effusionem materierum ad ipsum." 

Avicenna, lib. 3, tra^. 2,'chap. 10, 

" In omni vero pustularum curatione primum est, mul- 
tum ambulare atqueexerceri; si quid ista pro hibct, gestari; 
' secundum est, cibum minuere; abstinere ab omnibus acribus, 
Ct extenuantibus. Praeter haec is, qui robustus est, si pus- 
tular minutse sunt, desudare in balneo debet. Uicera vero 
ex pustulis fa<^a toUit spuma argenti, &c." 

CeUus de medicmi^* 
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As these circumstances are within th^ 
notice of every one, namely that these 
scurfy appearances hefore-mention,ecI, de- 
pend upon the use of a peculiar diet 
and food J, why may we not from analogy 
infer that a similar affection arising on 
the heads and skin of children, may de- 
pend upon the nature of the substances 
that they eat ? 

Pregnant women are very subject ta 
what has been termed the prickly heat, 
or an universal itching over the skin, 
sometimes accompanied with an erysi- 
pelatous infiammation§. From the state 

J " Cibi etiam potusquc quibus utimur saepe corrump- 
untur, rebusque xnterdum inquinantur saaits^ti et vitas in- 
fesiissimis; iidetn vero, quamvis sua natura optimi, niixiia 
copia sumpti, scrius vel ocyus corpori nocebunt. 

<'Nonnullis tamen morbis opportunius &cit: partim 
fortasse ob majorem densitatem aut acrimoniam humorumi 
tnagi3 vero propter insignem solidarum partium vim et 
robtif, auctum que ideo humorum impetum; quo fit ut 
fcbres quxdam, et inflaniniationes facilius, et vehementius 
locumbant." 

Gregory's conspedus. 

5 ** H«c multas febres, et Mammati^ties itxt omnes, et 
fdiquando sanguinis frofluvia^ et febres qnas erufti9 sufcif 
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of the blood during pregnaocy I think 
we may venture to account for this 
ajOPection of the skin; and presume, from 
its containing more coagulated lymph 
during this period, than in the usual 
state of health, that the capillai-y exr 
halents of the skin are in a state of tem- 
powry irritation*. 

That the serum exhaled from the ves- 
sels of the scalp during dentition is of an 
acrimonious naturef , I conclude frpm its 

. cutem comttatur^ iiitsrdum corporis plenitudinem, aut dolo- 
rem, mtiltasqtie irritatknes^ comitatur. Neqiie semper 
morbosa habenda est talis crust a^ quippe quae sanissimis 
aliquando contingat ; veluti feimnis, donee uterum gerunt, 
^ primis etiam mcn)»ibusy &c," 

Gregory's conspectus. 

HiPPOC&ATBS. 

* ^* Acrioioniam quoque ipsius sanguis multi medici 
jeredlderunt pulsum frequentlorem reddere. 

*' Pulsus himis frequentcs observantur partina fortasse ob 
dtbiMtatein, partim ob humorum acrimpniam." 

Gregory's conspedus medicinse theoretica?. 

f *^ Excrementum halituosum, et tenue, quod expirai. 
Tenue quidem sed majus solid urn, aqueumy ut sunt ichores, 

L 
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fexcoriating the skin over which it parsed ^ 
this eflFect cannot be said to arise froiti con* 
tagion, but from the vessels of the cutis be- 
coming increased in their action and inca-* 
pable of forming permanent cuticle, which 
being thrown off, leaves the vascular meni- 
brane of the skin naked and tender. 

I have frequently noticed the pdfnts 
of the fingers of nurses, who have had 
the care of children v^dth eruptions behind 
their ears, studded with whitlows, which 
were produced, I conceive, by the irri- 
tating nature of the discharge. 

These efiects cannot sorely be adduced 
as proofs of local contagion, when we re- 
flect that the excoriation of the skin, as 
well as the pustules on the points of the 



humores serosi, qui acriitidnid tt accrbitate potius impedirent 

gencrationem cuticulae; aut natam crodcrent. — Absque cu* 

ticula hiaderet cutis, et exsudaret humor cum dolore, ut in 

intertrigine et phaenigmis. Efficiens ergo causa remota vd 

interna est, calor internus, vaporem protrudens ad superfi- 

ciem corporis." 

Bartholinus de excremento cutis* 
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fingers, subside sua spontey and without the 
aid of any application, which they would 
not do if they were local and contagious 
diseases^ according to my definition and 
mode of cure of tinea^ scabies ^ &c||. 

It would he a very arduous under- 
taking to attempt to account for the ex- 
istence of the urie calculi, &c. which are 
found in the human hladder, upon any 
other grounds than supposing that the 
predisposition, as well as the various 
qualities of which they are composed, 
had their prior existence in the blood*. 



fl ** Mylta noxia h corpore cjiciuntur, ct, quae nulla are 
attingere potuisset mala, sine ope externa sua sponte eya« 
nescunt.** 

Gregory's conspeftus med, theor. 

♦ " Continct quoquc sanguis, praeter aquam, multum 
salem varii generis, qualis in urin4 reperitur. Quin et prin- 
ceps qui sanguini inest sal peculiaris naturae est, k communi- 
bus salibus, quos vel herbac vel fossilia corpora habent, baud 
parUm di versus. Pro parte sua alcalina, alcali volatile, pro 
acida, acidum phosphori, habet," 

Gregory's conspecflus* 

L2 
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In this idea I am supported by the 
means which the physician employs in 
his treatment of calculous affections^ . 

If he discover that the calculus con- 
tains, phosphate of lime, which may be 
known by its colour afid form, the mu- 



t " Hoc fnodo rark genera tartai-orum ab heminibus 
excreta reperiuntur: quae sipostea exsiccentur, et coagulentur, 
regionis illiiis naturam proditur, ex quo tartari illud genus 
natum est. Si resoluturti tartafur^per vesicam egredStur, ct 
liquor ille in suam coagulationem deduciturt tunc evidente 
patit quodnam genus tartarum hoc lutosun), sed coagulatum 
peperit. Q^iod si vero sibi ipsi non constet, hoc est, ipbius rei 
probum, seu examen justum non intelligat; idoneum cert^ et 
convenientem atgro regimen praescribcre, et quae vitare debeat, 
constituere minimi poterit. Hoc solum enim aegro vitandum 
est, quod in illo examine prodiit, ac in conspe^tu datum est. 
Id enim ceu nocens removendum est; ita diaeta ex cibis, et 
potibus illis praestituenda, quae eandem cum illo naturam non 
habent. Per eam (alchymiam) invenitur, quid in unoquoque 
corpore jaceat absc6nditum sit. Debet enim accurati per- 
vestigatione eosque penetrare medicus, ut tartarum non in 
generetantum, sed in qudlibet insuper j/^aV quoque cibi ac 
potus, in quibus latet, cognoscat, qualis is nimirum et cujus- 
ve naturae sit^ quamvis duritiam, quam .formam, quam pro- 
prietatem et esscntiam habeat; si ergo medicus conservati- 
onem ab istis tartareis morbis praescribere vclit, stomachum 
primo eo redegit, ut omnia, quae in ipsum ingrediuntur 
consumat," 

Paracelsus de morbis tartareis. 
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riatic acid is administered; if the cal- 
culus be shining and red, it is supposed 
to contain the lithic acid, and natron is 
exhibited. 

These separate medicines are not given 
with the expectation of their acting as 
solvents, it being well known from physi- 
ological enquiries, that they are conveyed 
into the general circulation by means of 
the absorbent vessels; but they are pre- 
scribed with the intention of producing that 
alteration in the component parts of the 
blood which may unfit it for the formation 
of any particular calculi§. 

§ '< Hi6ce itaqu€ abund^ satis indicatum est, qiiali nam 
tartarum in homine sic, und^ et quomodo in hominem tngre- 
diatur nemp^ cum cibo, et potu, et quod in ventriculo primo 
cum corruptione separari debeat. Scire autem debetis, quod 
in istiusmodi generationibus tartari et faecis mistum est, id si 
a suo elemento non consumitur, turn faex et tartarum re- 
manent, hoc est, in suis elementis eundem finem adipisci 
possunt, quam aqua in elemento aquse sorbetur; hoc si non 
£at, tunc spiritus salis in materiam lapideam tartaream irruit, 
et earn in tartarum transformat." 

Paracelsus de morbis tartareis. 
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From these observations I think we 
-tnay conclude that there are various ap-^ 
pearances on the skin which arise from an 
acrimonious state of the blood J, as well 
as from disordered action; and that their 
subsiding generally vrithout any external 
or internal specific remedy, is an additional 
proof that they are not contagious, 

Avicenna de dispositionibus palpe^ 
hraruniy mentions an affection of the eye- 
brows similar to tinea capitis contagiosa ; 
indeed, from his mode of cure, I should 
almost conclude it to be the same* : but 

♦ ** What has been termed a scorbutic constitution is no 
more than a constitution very susceptible of an a£bion pro* 
ducing eruptions on the skin whenever an immediate cause 
shall take place, and there are some parts of the body more 
Busceptible of this than others, in which, therefore, a slighter 
immediate cause i^ sufficient to excite the a^ion.'' 

Hunter. 

♦ " Silac quidem est grossities in palpebris, proveniens k 
<nateri4 grossa male dispositionis, nitrosa, propter quam 
rubeae fuint palpebrae, et cadunt pili palpebrarum, et adducit 
ylcerationem paitium, in quibus fixi sunt pili. Ex medica- 
mentis autem, quae ponenda sunt in ea, est ut sumatur aeris 
usti, et piperis certam quantitatcm, et administrentur in ex- 
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1 have never observed this disease my* 
self, npr have I evei* met with any 
practitioner who has seen it, 

I must refer the reader to this author's 
chapters de casu pihrunty de pilis inversis 
et hdditisy &c. in which he will find a par* 
ticular account of his mode of cure in alO'^ 
pecta and tineay which consists of the fol- 
lowing various preparations, all illustrative 
of the treatment proposed in this treatise, 
viz. atramentum, piper, cauterium, gumma 
pini, sal ammoniacus, cinis^ &c. rubigo 
ferri «ruginosi est ultima, quamvis do- 
lorem faciat. Et ex eis quidem, qu» sunt 
in titled experta, est sal ammoniacus. 

Turner, who has writtien very fully 
upon the falling off of the hair, scald- 
head, &c. mentions three kinds of tineay 
viz. sicca, humiday et lupinosa; but he 
states his mode of cure in such confused 



terioribus paipebrci rel coUyrium atramenti, <&cJet fricentuF 
ex eis palpebral." 

Avicenoai lib, %^ tract. 3, chap. 3« 
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terms that no practical benefit can pos* 
aibly result from a pe^sal of his work. 
He observes, it ip at b^t difficult of cure, 
and recotnmands bleeding and repeated 
purging, blisters and issuer; likewise such 
medicinei^ a$ he uBe$ in the itch and chil- 
dren's scab. 

In another part he observes, that " if 
the hair (whose roots are generally cor* 
^pted and give much trouble in the cure) 
lies in the way, they are to be drawn out 
by pitch-plasters, or burnt out by depi- 
latoriies^ viz. the calx viva, &c.^' For a 
further account of die modes of treatment 
adopted by this author see his work,— 
" de morhis cutaneis.'' 

If the term tinea capitis contagiom be 
generally accepted as fully defining the 
local and contagious disease of the 
6calp, described above, and which 
has been commonly called the ringworm 
of the head, and the epithet spurious be 
rejected, as it only tends to mislead us in 
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practice, (it having been intended to de* 
s^gnslte an affection of the skin, which I 
have endeavoured to shew does not re- 
selnble tined in any of its essential marks) 
I flatter myself thiat considerable ad- 
vantage will necessarily result from its 
particular application. 

having pointed out the difference 
between tinea capitis cimiagiosa and the 
other scurfy and eruptive affections of the 
Scalp and skin sb frequently occurring 
in children; I shall lay before the pubKc 
those preparations which (as far as my 
own practice goes) have not failed in 
producing a speedy and permanent cure. 

The following formula is that which I 
have been in the habit of using: — 

R Hydrarg. nitrico-oxydi (bene leveg.) 51]. 
Ung, hydrarg. nitrico-oxydi. Jss. 
Cerat. cetacei, 5tj. M. intime et f. liniment. 
Oblinatur pars affefta, omni nocte per tres, vel quartas vices. 

The hydrargyii oxymurias and the 
common flour of mustard, in the form of 

M . 



< 
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a paste^ I have found equally effid^cioUs} 
being well rubbed for three or four nightd 
upon the parts affected*. And I ain 
induced to think that arsenic^ and the 
antimonium tartarisatum § , — as alsd 
hellebore, bryony, sabin, and other sti- 
mulating vegetables, will answer the same 
purpose* 

1 have geheifally i^marked, that after 
the third or fourth application of the oint- 
ment, the disease has been arrei^ed; and 
that sufficient infllammation round the 
patch or ring has been excitedf. 

• « Q^od si ulcuscula cava fiant, quod in alopecia, et 
malo mortuo frequenter accidit post usum balnei vaporei non 
in utiliter incarnandis illis emplastrum de gummis imponemus, 
vel necessarius est itaque mercurii usttSj ipso namque adhibito 
adeo clarificaturi ac nobiiitatur caput '^ 

Paracebus de aiopeciiS| morbis mortuis, &c. 

§ <* Arsenici praeparationibus cujusve generis corrodentia 
ulcera, fistulae, cava ulcera, &c. curantur namque veluti, ubi 
ipsud venenum adhuc est, dolores gravissimos infert, sic ubi 
veneni vim amisit, nuUo penitus dolore affligere solet." 

Paracelsus. 

f After a veiy confused account of alopecia, in 
Motherby, it is said that ^' if the part does not grow red 
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I then Withdraw the stimulus, and on 
the following morning direct the parts 
to be thoroughly washed with warm soap 
and water, and to remain without any 
further application. 

A few days have usually been sufficient 
to satisfy me upon the success of my 
treatment, at which time, the simple in- 
flammation induced by the stimulus re- 
tires, and if the disease does not extend be- 
yond its original spot (which circumstance 
may be ascertained by other hairs falling 
oflP) I have always found that it has been 
completely eradicated. 

Fresh hairs are soon seen above the 
cuticle*, firmly attached to their roots, 
though at first soft and do^ny, and of a 
lighter colour than the original, 

with friction a cure is vainly attempted; but in proportion 
as a redness appears readily on nibbing the part, the cure 
may be expected to be easily and soon effected." 

♦ " The best prognostic is when hairs begin to push out 
on the edges of the areas.'* 

MOTHBRBY. 

M2 
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The remarks of Dr. Motherby, in 
the last note strongly support my priii* 
ciple, and proves that alopecia is tm^ 
capitis contagiosa^ the disease so nwch 
dreaded from its infections nature^ and 
which nevey retires without reme- 
diesH; is ultimately attended with vAr 
jperation of the scalps and constitutes 
the scald head in the sense I have heard 
it ^kscribed by many practitioners of the 
present day* 

Having repeatedly cured tifwa in the 
manner ^nd the time mentionedf ^ not 
confining myself to the use of mercurial 
preparations^ but eijdploying hellebore, 
mustard^ &c. I have been induced to draw 
this conclusion, that mercury was not a 
specific in this disease, as vegetable 
substances had proved equally efiicacious; 
but that its removal depended upon 

II ^< Nunquam sine curatione finitur." 

Cblsus. 

t Vide Cases LU. and III. 
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BBcouraging sim]ple inflammation in lieu 
of the morbid action*, which was going 
on in the secreting membrane of the 
hair. 

When tinea has been allowed to run 
to excess, and boccnne scald-head, some 
laaodificatioQ in the. treatment will be 
found necessary with respect to the 
ulcerated parts of the scalp. 

The unguentum hydrarg. nitrico-oxyd. 
reduced by a third part of the ceratum 
cetacei, has been found the best appli- 
cation in this stage of tineth 

The same curative principle must be 
kept in view in this aggravated state, other- 
wise the patient will rapidly become a 
dreadful sufferer. 

I am willing to hope that scald-head 
as thus described is a very rare disease ; 

* " Some observe upon the friction or rubbing of the 
part with coarse cloths, if redness does not succeed, the case 
is irremediable; and that the sooner the redness does appear, 
the more hopeful and speedy the cure." 

Turner on the Ming off of the bain 
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and if the plan of treatment I have pro** 
posed should be found permanently useful, 
I trast that in time we shall scarcely hear 
of its existence. 

From the perusal of those modem pub- 
lications which have touched upon this 
subject, as well as from the comversation of 
medical practitioners, I am fully avrare that 
the opinion here given of this complaint 
will not meet with general concurrence; 
but till stronger facts are oflFered to me 
than those which are already before the 
public, I am surely justified in asserting 
the identity of tinea and seald'head^ 

After the review I have taken of thiis 
disease, and the various cutaneous aflPec-» 
tions which have for so many years been 
confounded vidth tinea; and after the nu- 
merous references I have been under thc^ 
necessity of making to ancient as well as 
modem authors (with the view of eluci-r 
dating my own opinions), I feel myself 
warranted in concluding, that these afFec- 
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tions of the skin can only be considered a$ 
symptoms ; and that no practical benefit 
can possibly arise from retaining the va- 
rious names which have been attached to 
each^ but that, in all probability, im- 
portant and permanent good may result 
to society, if such an arrangement of cu- 
taneous appearances were generally a- 
dopted as would enable practitioners to 
distinguish clearly between the diseases 
and the affections of the skin. 

To this end I have ventured to propose 
a plan of classification according to their 
characteristic marks and mode of treat- 
ment, which will be found at the end 
of this treatise. 

In concluding this subject I cannot 
express myself in more appropriate lan- 
guage than that which a late eminent 
author used in alluding to the indivi- 
sibility of the human frame. 

^^From the subjects on which we have 
treated many important deductions might 
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be drawil relative to medical practice; but 
this would lead us beyond the bouttdb we 
have prescribed. It may^ however^ be 
renuirked^ that the indivisibility of the 
iMMly seems to <kserve the most particular 
attention in the cure dP diseases^ as well 
as in the treatment of affections^. 

^^ Jt is alone by attending to diis fetct 
that we can properly disthiguish between 
general and heal disease. It may be sus^* 
pected that in many cases local remedies 
are employed and depended upon when 
the complaint is truly general, and can only 
be removed by producing a healthy state or 
organization of the whole system.'* 

We have daily instances of the ne- 
cessity of this discriminating faculty. 

♦ * Siquidcin frustri medicus morbo remedium adferre 
conalntur, nisi et affefium ipsunii et locum patientem cog- 
. noscaty itaque haec magnorum in cnratlonibus errorum radbc 
est: hie, hie primus fons, hacc prima pradiese medicinae origo- 
est, proinde in hoc cognoseendo sedulo laborandum, quod- 
cunque tandem remedium adhibere velimus, ne remedium 
quam afiedu latius serpat.'' 

Paracblsv*^ 
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A copious expectoration from the 
mucous membrane of the trachea, accom- 
panied with a constant and violent cough, 
pain in the right side, with jaundiced skin 
and fever, are symptoms, generally speak- 
ing, of hepatic affection. These I have 
frequently seen yield to the use of the blue 
pill; the cough gradually subsiding as the 
mouth became affected, which circum- 
stance convinced me that the lungs had 
no shaxe in producing it. 

That recovery from disease may be 
more frequently expected from a due 
regard to diet and general regimen than 
from medicine, is an acknowledged truth§ : 
but though this maxim is too much dis- 
regarded in the practice of physic, yet 
I anticipate a period not far distant when 

5 "Naturae cnim oificina ampHssima est, cujus rcmcdia 
quoque praestantia sunt, et auxiliariai valdeque salutaria, nee 
uU^ pecunia vcnalia. Nee cnim mercede dat4 jcgros ilia 
sanare solet sed porredis medicini^. £t hand oificinam dein* 
ceps doctoribus commendo." 

Pakacblsus. 

N 
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I may congratulate the profession In 
having laid aside that mystery in 
which it has for so many years heen 
involved. 

At present it cannot be denied that 
many practitioners are in the too con- 
stant habit of using medicine as a 
medium of remuneration. Such con* 
diict, which is equally disgusting to the 
patient and disgraceful to the profession, 
must necessarily preclude that respect 
and confidence which the medical art, 
when liberally and skilfully practised, is 
entitled to receive. We now excite fear 
instead of respect, and are thereby the 
indirect cause of individuals allowing 
that, which was at its commencement a 
simple deviation from health, to become a 
confused and anomalous disorder, difficult 
of cure in proportion to its duration. 

Simplicity in practice is the necessary 
consequence of correctness and decision 
in medical judgment; and individuals la 
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the present state of society are too well 
informed not to rightly appreciate such 
conduct in the practitioner, and are too 
liberal to withhold an adequate com* 
peni^tion, without requiring of him to 
administer medicine solely as a cfurrent 
merchandize. 

, Considering every degree of disease as 
a proportionate deviation from health, and 
that the chief art in medical practice is to 
remove that which obstructs, irritates, or 
oppresses, as well as to direct the natural 
powers of the animal oeconomy to the re- 
covery of their healthy actions, we shall 
exercise our skill with a state of 
mind better calculated to accomplish 
the objects of our professional duty, than 
if we were to enter the chamber of the 
sick with the impression that some de- 
cided plan must be immediately adopted 
for the removal of the disorder by the 
influence of medicine alone, 
N2 
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The celebrated Sydenham has a pas* 
sage in his recapitulation, precisely appli* 
cable on this occasion, and well worthy 
the attention of the community at large, 
as well as of the profession*. Indeed the 
practice of our most eminent men, to- 
gether with the general advancement of 
knowledge, is gradually paving the way 
to this improvement* 

* " By means of experience and observation we may by 
degrees find out a way to secure the life of the patient, pro« 
vidcd we do not hurry on too fiist, which indeed I esteem 
to be most particularly pernicious, and to have destroyed 
more persons in fevers than any other thing whatsoever* 
Nor do I think it below me to acknowledge, with respe^ 
to the cure of fevers, that when no manifest indication 
pointed out to me what w^s to be done, I have consulted 
the safety of my patient, and my own reputation, most 
cfFciftually, by doing nothing at all; for whilst I carefully 
attended to the disease, in order to cure it in the best and 
safest manner, the iever either went off gradually of itself, 
or came to such a state as shewed what medicines were to be 
used to remove it. But it is much to be lamented that 
abundance of sick persons are so ignorant, as not to know 
that it is sometimes as much the part of a skilful physician 
to do nothing at all, as, at others, to exhibit the mosC 
effectual remedies ; whence they not only deprive themselves^ 
of the advantages of a fair and honourable procedure^ but 
impute it either to negligence or ignorance**' 
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From a due application of the health-- 
ful agents, the most important changes 
may he produced in the animal hody. 

To the operation of these agents alone 
can we look for the cure of all diseases of 
dehility, which include a considerahle part 
of the list of maladies to which human na« 
tare is subject. 

In no case of general disease, (and 
there are few others,) can a cure be ex- 
pected from medicine alone, without a 
due attention to diet and general regimen; 
but there are many cases in which the 
latter may remove disease without assist- 
ance from medicine. 

These observations are strongly illus- 
trated in many of the disordered actions of 
the system; but they are in none more forc- 
ibly verified than in the various cutaneous 
affections dependant upon internal causes*. 

*^^ Leviores morbi, naturae viribus satis tuto relinquuntur ; 
^ oexno sanusy hydropem, vel lucm veneream vd visceris* 
cuju^vb inflamtnatiooeniy iisdem commiserit. 
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Regimen, generally speaking, unas-* 
sisted by medicine, will be found fully 
competent to dissipate^ and even to enable 
the animal functions entirely to remove 
most of the scurfy and eruptive complaints 
of the scalp and skin, whether arising from 
a disproportion in the component parts of 
the blood, or from an interruption in any 
of the internal secreting organs. 

Hence arise the propriety and prac- 
tical utility of what is termed vis me- 
dicatrix naturcSy expressive of that innate 
power in the system which we observe 
at one time resisting contagion, and 
at another overcoming the destructive 
influence of disease. Under every 
deviation from healthy action, this 
power is always apparent; it may be 

** His, vulnera sanantur, sanguink fluxus compescitur, 
ossa diffra£ta coalescunt multa noxia h corpore ejiciuntur. 

** Merito igitur his viribus medici confidcrint, casque co- 
nantur langnentes excitare, aut si plane defecerint, turn so- 
litas earum actiones arte imitari.^' 

Gregory's conspe^us. 
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said to be ever vigilant In the execution 
of Its own particular offices, and In most 
cases surmounting every difficulty, at 
length becomes adequate to accomplish 
its own recovery. 

The natural functions of the animal 
ceconomy are as frequently liable to 
become disordered from the quantity as 
well as quality of food. 

Medical men In all ages have re- 
marked, In a cursory ^way, these common 
occurrences, but it Is only of late years 
their attention has been directed to the 
investigation of the particular organs 
that become thus interrupted, and the 
manner in which they react upon distant 
parts of the system. 

These effects have attracted the at- 
tention of men not Immediately within 
the pale of the profession, and have In- 
duced them to adopt sentiments and re- 
gulations for the preservation of health, 
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which are not unworthy of our notice in 
this place. 

Horace has expressed his remarks upon 
the ill consequences which the mental 
as well as hodily faculties experience 
from indulgence in those luxuries 
which disorder the digestive powers, in 
the following highly correct and poetical 
language : — 

** Accipe nunc, vidus tenuis quae, quantaque secum 
Afferat. In prinris valeas bene; nam, variae res 
Ut noceant homini, credas, memor lUius escae 
Quae simplex olim tibi sedcrit. ■ 

'' Dulcia se in bilem vertent, stomachoque tumultum 
Lenta feret pituita. Vides ut pallidus omnis 
Ccn& desurgat dubia ? Qiiin corpun onustum 
Hesternis vitiis animum quoque prasgravat un^ 
Atque affigit humo divinse particulam auras.'* 

The chain of disorders arising from 
obstructed secretion of the stomach, liver, 
and intestines, is too intricate and exten- 
sive to admit of their being particularly 
mentioned in this place, though I am 
fully persuaded that a dispassionate and 
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tjt circumspect enquiry into their nature 
>¥6uld afford tis an interiesting and in- 
structive view of most of the distressing 
affections of the human frame. 

The digestive oi^ans, as well as the 
liver, are liable to become frequently in- 
terrupted in their functions, being too 
often unnaturally forced into action by 
the improper indulgence of the appetite; 
whilst other parts of the body are at 
rest, the saliya and gastric juice are em- 
ployed in assimilating the food, the bile 
at the same time being occasionally 
poured into the duodenum for the purpose 
of exciting the peristaltic motion of the 
intestines, which pressing forward their 
contents j ultimately carries off the ^x- 
crementitious matter, which, if allowed 
to remain stationary, becomes a cause of 
obstruction and irritation*. 



* I cannpt entirely coincide in the opinion of those 
physiologists, who believe 'hat the bile is a chief agent in 
digestion, having long considered this hepatic secretion merely 

o 
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Hfence ariseis a viariety of disordered 
symptoms, deUrmm, paralysis^ hysteria^ 
amenorrhoea, con/vvMonSy affections of tlie 
Jiearty and perhaps tetamis and mama. 

Upon this subject much light has been 
thrown by the persevering enquiries of 
Mr. Abemethy, Dr. Currie, &c. to whom 
the profession is indebted for many valu- 
able and practical observations in the 
treatment of complaints arising firom a dis-* 
ordered state of digestion. 

Though I am willing to acknowledge 
that these gentlemen are entitled to our 

as a specific stimulus to the muscular fibre of the intestines. 
•^This conje6hire first arose firom observing that emadation 
was not the necessary consequence of obstrudtlon to this 
fluid into the intestines. Experiments prove that fhe food 
undergoes a complete change in the stomach, ai^d that it 
enters the duodenum in the fomi of chyle, which (according 
to the natural laws of the intestinal economy) after having 
afforded nutriment in its course to the lacteal vessels, is ex- 
pelled uniformly blended with the bil^e (with which it be- 
came incorporated in the duodenum) in the form of fseces* 
When bile is not secreted, or when its passage into the duo- 
denum is obstructed, constipation necessarily follows, and 
can only be removed by the exhibition of drastic purges 
which excite the^eristaltic motion of the intestines, in imi- 
tation of the natural effects of bile. 
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respect for the zeal and ingenuity dis- 
played in the numerous cases adduced^ and 
in the physiological reasonings upon their 
nature, yet, in justice to each, I cannot x 
avoid remarking, — 

^ Pafmanii qui meruiti ferat," 

that opinions similar to those lately pub- 
lished upon hepatic obstructions, and their 
various consequences, will be found in the 
^orks of Hippocrates and GrfJen, but 
more particularly in the academical lec- 
tures of Dr. Boerhaave, 

The latter author, in speaking of 
the fimctions of the liver, &c. observes, 
^^ there are, in short, two viscera, on which 
almost all chronical diseases depend^ 
namely the lungs, whence consumption 
and its various consequences arise; and 
the liver, upon which the innumerablfe 
train of slow or chronical disorders 
depends/* 

02 
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/These observations of Bperhaave wet^ 
pfit the i](U)ment:ary. cqncieptipns of his 
imagijO^ion^ as the same principles ^^ be 
found in other, passages of his wor^^ to 
be the deductions of close iirfaspnipg \tppn 
practical facts- Thus he says, alluding 
to the digestive organs, " any one of 
ihe^ yiscejra beipg obstructed^ thi^ reM: 
partake of tjie disprder^ whence it ^ thajt 
ajjdj^jsfi in )tli^^ part*: hj^i % the an- 
5ii^tsj:^«fiH called h^poco^i^driac^j in x^r 
lai,(o:p tpall the yi^ex^ s*ea,jfe4 ipjimediatejly 
below the false rib^ wit|gpu^. any dis- 
• jl;^ncticf5^ of the liver, spleen^ ^a . Among 
a th/>m9?)ad.c^ses of aoute diseft^^ th^re is 
ll^dly, one; perfect cuj-je^ t^ be alledged 
^ijth^a: ^i a dropsy, jaundice, or splenetic 
j(][^9xde?; and even among yariqu^ chror 
ii;ii<?al.di4^ases^ there is hardly, one whose 
.principal seat or caus^ ispotin the liver; 
for . the medicines which are dqi^^ined to 
open obstructions of the liver are obliged 
to take a very long ,aiid circuitous course 
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through the lateral vesseU to the hearty 
theAce thtough the small arteries of the 
intesti):)es alid «lher viscera, &e/* 

The gall bladdeir is denominated by this 
observing authcor the biliary, reservoir, 
and he considers jtlmt the peculiar office of 
the liver k to secgrete the bile, which flmd 
he t^npfts^ ^eeific and wiiural ativialu&to 
the intestiiie$« He a^, that ^.^ ineoni^ble 
obstructions are d^en fogrmed in thi$ visr 
cus, notwithstanding all the precautions 
of naiure, who, by means of her powers, 
frequently^ produces a crisis on the sur- 
face lof* the body, ^affording relief by 
exciting a, slight fever and eruption/* 

In conftagiou* stnd constitutional dis- 
eases, th|B, increased action of the arterial 
system, which has been universally termed 
fever, is always mitigated, if not com- 
pletely ' reduced, by the appearance of its 
i:;haracteri5tic eruption. 

Viewing the skin as the universal in- 
volving membrane of the animal frame. 
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formings by its continuity, variously mo- 
dified, the secreting surface of every in- 
ternal cavity*; considering likewise the 
intimate connection of its functions with 
many of the most important viscera, it 
requires no great stretch of physiological 
reasoning to demonstrate the manner by 
which various internal disorders are pro- 
duced by an inteiTupted state of the na- 
tural secretions' ci the skin J. 



* ** The cutide invetts the whole external skin, but ytt 
it docs not terminate where the ancient anatomists have 
fixed the termination of the skin, as in the lips, eyebrows, &c. 
for the skin is still continued with little or no variation of 
its textjire, and lines all the cavities of the mouthy ears, 
oesophagus, stomach, intestines, &c. whence ttiis integument 
appears to be much more extepsive than is commonly 
supposed." 

DnBoBRRAAVB* 

i ^^ A tali defedu multa profluunt mala. Concodio 
quoque ciborum vitiatur, et appetitus minuitur, propter 
insignem inter cutem et ventriculum consentum. Subito 
autem suppressus sudor magis adhuc et citius nck:et; ndn 
modo propter retentam materiam quam oporteret exhalare, 
sed propter humores ad superficiem corporis libere fluentes, 
inde pulsos, et in alias partes diredos valida contraAione vd 
fpasmo vasis mimitis cutis indu&is. Hinc lebreS| inflam- 
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There are some constitutions naturally 
more liable to cutaneous affections than 
others ; on what peculiarity this depends 
I do not feel competent to decide. 

Some authors have conjectured that 
it has aris^i firom a strumous disposition. 
If I were to hazard an hypotiiesis upon 
this subject^ it woidd be to suppose^ (p™* 
suming a priori that a continuation of 
the skin constituted the mucous membrane 
of the trachea^ oesophagus^ &c.} that this 
susceptibility depended upon a peculiar 
state of the vascular membrane of the 
cutis^ rendering it easily acted upon by 
stimuli^ and readily communicating its 
affection either by sympathy or metastasi$ 
to the external surface of the body*. 

mationes, congestiones sanguinis abnormeS| sanguinis pro« 
flu via, allaeq^e excretionesi urinae et alvi imprimis auAae vel 
vitiatju." 

Gregory's conspectus. 

* "Minim inter varias secretiones observatur aequi- 
librium, ita ut pari fere ratione ac alias augentur, alix minu* 
antur^ quo cautum est, ne. corpus adeo facjli et subita ut 
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It m^y be stated with son(ie degrefe of 
eoiifideace^ that thoae cutaneous appear- 
anoes whiah do not arise from* locally ocm*^ 
tagious dii^aaee^ or disqrdered notion of 
the vessels of the skin, ahould never be 
treated m limine with topical spplicatiobs. 
~-Suppoaiug them to originate in an 
acrimony or disproportion of the com-- 
ponent parts of the blood, arising either 
irom morbid virus, or from diseased struc* 
turc, the practical benefit which redtdts 
from cHjnsidering them as symptoms, is 
too apparent to require any particular 
explanatidn. 

I (^nnot conclude this imperfect essay 
better than in the words of Dr. Gregory ; — 

" Corrigenda igitur est corporis condi- 
tio quae morbo obnoxium facit ; evitandse 
causae remotae quae morbum excitant; 

aliter fierct exhauriatiir. Hoc imprimis notabile est inter 
halitum cutis, et sudorem et urinam, et excretionem alvi, 
quamvis in aliis secretionibus idem saepe observetnr." 

Gregory's conspeftus. 
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tollenda proxima morbi causa; et miti- 
ganda singula ejusdem indicia quae max- 
ime molesta sunt. Sic morbi precaventur, 
sanantur, levantur. 

^^ Medici officium est, cognita natura 
et causa morbi, judicare quid mutationis 
requiratur, ut morbus in sanitatem mu- 
tetur. Haec quidem est medicma rati- 
onalise Est et altera, empirnca nimirum, 
quse missis hujitsmodi ambagibus, sola 
remedia quaerit, et profert, certa et defi- 
nita vi praedita ad certos morbos delendos/* 
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OBSERVATIONS. 



AjLAVING closed the account of tinea 
and its cure, as well as of the other affec- 
tions of the scalp, which have been so 
frequently mistaken for that disease, I 
purpose offering to the consideration of 
the profession, an arrangement of cuta- 
neous appearances, which, from my own 
experience, I flatter myself will be found 
practically beneficial. 

In the formation of this system I have 
endeavoured to class the disorders of the 
skin according to their specific nature, 
and to the mode of treatment particularly 
adapted to each. 

I am of opinion that every cutaneous 
disease and affection, however numerous 
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their varieties and modifications, may be 
included xmder this classification. 

In saying this I do not mean to ar- 
rogate to myself the merit of forming 
such a complete and perfect morbid ar- 
rangement as would preclude the neces- 
sity of future improvement, as far as it 
concerns diseases in general, though it may 
ultimately tend very considerably to elu- 
cidate each variety and cause of disordered 
action ; but it is simply my intention, in 
adopting this arrangement to separate the 
real diseases, as well as the local aflfections 
and injuries of the skin, from those cuta- 
neous appearances which accompany con- 
stitutional arid contagious fever, morbid 
structure, or disordered dction of internal 
parts, and which seldom require any to- 
pical or specific remedy. 

For this purpose, my plan of classi- 
fication will, I trust, be found sufficiently 
comprehensive. 

P 2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ 108 } 

Prepaiutory to this attempt it may be 
advantageous to notice certain natural and 
morbid sympathies, that are talcing place 
on various parts of the body; with the 
view of impressing more forcibly upon our 
eonsidemtion those sympathetic affections 
which are so frequently occurring upon 
the skin. 

The profession has long stood in need 
of some regular and practical system of 
treatment for cutaneous disorders; and 
though I am fully convinced of the im- 
perfection of many parts of that which I 
have now dravra up, yet I sincerely hope 
that the practical remarks which will be 
found cursorily scattered in these pages, 
may tend in some degree to supply the 
deficiency which appears in this branch' 
of our profession, and assist in establishing 
a permanently systematic arrangement of 
them at some future period. 

It has often occurred to me, when re-f 
fleeting upon the connection of cause and 
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eifect, as applicable to the diseases and 
affections of the human frame^ that if it 
were possible to draw a line determining 
the extent of each, the practice of surgery 
and physic would be materially simplified : 

<* Est modus in rebus, sunt certi denique fines, 
Q^os ultra citraque nequit consistere re£tum." 

The late improvements in operative 
surgery are to be attributed in a great 
measure to the influence of this prin- 
ciple; and although the diseases which 
exclusively form the province of the 
physician ^e not so easily ascertained 
as those which constitute the surgical de- 
partment, yet I am fully convinced that 
by a judicious discrimination of symptoms, 
ind a faithful relation of cases, the prac- 
tice of physic may ultimately be rendered 
more certain and more useful. 

It is chiefly by an attentive consider- 
ation of those appearances and affections 
which are viewed as deviations from health. 
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that we can ever expect to arrive at the 
true cause of disordered action. 

A correct knowledge, therefore, of 
symptoms (the greater proportion of which 
takes place on the skin) may mth propri- 
ety be considered as a necessary and es- 
sential step towards the discovery as well 
as the appropriate treatment of disease"^. 

Impressed with this idea, and the con- 
viction that a thorough acquaintance with 
the disorders of the skin would conduce 
more- effectually to the improvement of 
professional science than an equal know- 
ledge of any other distinct part of the hu- 
man frame (if it were possible to view any 
one as insulated), an attempt at forming 



* " SympUmata vel morbi indicia sunt singulae quae in 
«gro praeter naturam observantur res; illorum vero pr;Bcipiia, 
cvidentissima, constantissima, morbunr) fiaciunt, definiuntj 
alia alia producentia, prima ab ipsa morbi causa provenientia. 
Varia profefto et prope innumera in aegris observantur roor* 
borum signa, quorum notitia, turn ad. cognoscondos, turn 
quoque ad sanandos vel levandos morbos medicinam faci- 
entibus imprimis mills erit." 

Dr. Gregory's conspectus. 
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a cutaneous arrangement upon the prin- 
ciples before mentioned, may possibly 
contribute to point out their origin and 
cure in an easy and comprehensive way*. 

We are taught by observation to as- 
sociate certain sensations and appearances 
with particular internal diseases. 

These may be considered as direct or 
indirect, arising from that sympathetic 
action which is so apparent in every part 
of the body, and which constitutes its 
indivisibility§. 

To this principle in the animal oeco- 
nomy we are indebted for our discernment 
of many of the most distressing and fatal 
maladies incident to our nature. 

* " Ad hujusmodi autem qualitatum manifestarum cor- 
poris vitia eo magis attendere decet, quia facile observcntur, 
ct minime fallacia sint, neque aeger ea medico celare possit, 
neque, ut rem intelligat medicus, multis (quae saepe admoduni 
ingratsc sunt) opus sit interrogantibus." 

Gregory's conspe<^us. 

§ " Hie consensus vel sympathia nervosa^ vocari solet; 
cujus scientia medico necessaria est." 

Gregory's conspeduSk 
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The following practical facts stroB^ly 
evince the utility of a knowledge of the 
origin of morhid sympathies. 

The first which I shall notice adcom** 
panics a chronical disease of the liver^ and 
is known to attack the shoulder*, affecting 
in some cases the right and in others the 
left, significant, as some have believed, of 
an affection of the corresponding lobe of 
the viscusf . 

• " When the liver is diseased the patient will be sub- 
jt&, to occasional pain in the right hypocondrium extending 

to the shoulder^ Sec.'* 

Dr, Saunders on the li^ver, p* 190. 
*' The chronic form of the diseased liver may be disco- 
vered by a sense of weight and numb pain in the right 
side» and a weight and weariness in the^right arm. There is 
also frequently pain on the top of the shoulder." 

Dr. Pemberton's treatise on abdominal viscera. 

f " Dextri parte sub praecordiis vehemens dolor est, 
idemque adlatus dextrum humerumque partis cjusdem per* 
vqnit; nonnunquam manus quoque dextra torquetur." 

Celsus de medicina, lib. 3* ch. viiL 

*^ If that part of the organ be diseased .which is more 
immediately contiguous to the diaphragm, it gives rise to dif- 
ficult and painful respiration, dry and frequent cough, acute 
^hooling pains in the thorax, extending to the humerus, 
clavicle, and scapula, chiefly of the side affo£lcd.'* 

Dr. Saunders on the liver, p. 26. 
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In addition to this morbid sympathy of 
the shoulder, it has been repeatedly re- 
marked that an erysipelatous eruption 
takes place on various parts of the skin of 
those persons whose hepatic system has 
been ^sordered; more particularly upon 
the nose, cheeks, and forehead*. 

In the case of hydro-cephalus intemus, 
(which I had lately the honour of commu- 
nicating to the medico-chirurgical society,) 
and which was combined with an extensive 
iand scrophulous abscess of the liver, an 
erysipelatous inflammation terminating in 
vesicles, appeared upon the left shoulder 
and breast of the child a short time pre- 
vious to its death. A difficulty and 
shortness of breathing was observed to 
come on, or rather precede the eruptions, 

♦ ** On the nose aho, and on the forehead, pimples are 
observed frequently to break out, These appearances, there- 
fore, when they occur repeatedly, should warn us to make 
minute enquiry respecting ^e state of the liver." 

Pr. Peipberton's treatife« 

Q 
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which symptoms suddenly subsided in the 
space of a fortnight. 

Dr. Pemberton, in his vety scientific 
and practical treatise on the diseases of 
some of the abdominal viscera, remarks^ 
that persons with diseased livers are some- 
times remarkably florid; and he seems to 
think that affections of the skin might 
possibly be considered as pathognommic 
in chronical disorders of this viscus, from 
the manner in which he concludes his 
observations upon this subject, — ^* Will 
the colour of the skin afford us any assist- 
ance in conjecturing about the nature' of 
chronically-diseased liver V* 

The pretematurally strong pulsation of 
the aorta descendens, which has been ob- 
served to accompany obstructions in the 
liver, I have never seen described by any 
author who has written either upon he- 
patic or abdominal diseases. 

Dr. Ainslie first communicated this 
peculiarity to me, in consultation upon 
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ia case of paralysis of the right side, in- 
cluced by a disordered action of the Kver, 
in which an instructive and interesting 
view of hepatic affections is portrayed*. 

* The gentleman who was the subjeA of this strongly 
marked case of hepatic obstniccioa was extremely temperate 
in hb habits of life^ and was remarkable for his uniformly 
good state of health, till the last two years, during which 
period his countenance had become sallow, and occasionally 
jaundiced, and his bowels, whi^h were formerly regular, had 
been subject to constipation. He had passjpd his fortieth 
year, and had no peculiarity of constitution, excepting that 
of the arterial system, the pulsation of which did not 
exceed forty, 

A few weeks previous to this paralytic attack, he. had 
been suddenly seized with difficult respiration, and pain over 
the right side, extending to the same shoulder, and to the heart, « 
which palpitated faintly; these symptoms were accompanied 
with a death-like coldness of the extremities, and with the 
sensation of immediate syncope. In this situation I found 
him, with an irregular Huttering pulse, not exceeding 
thirty-six, and gave him two grain* of crude opium and 
a. glass of strong brandy and water, which, together with 
heat universally applied to his body, produced, in the 
course of an hour, considerable rdief. 

About three hours from this period Dr. Ainslie, who had 
been sent for, saw him, and it was agreed to give a dose of 
calomel immediately, and that his bowels should be kept 
open with mild purgatives. It will be sufficient to observe, 
that the first evacuations, which were occasioned by the 
medicine, consisted of cUy coloured feces, and had the ap- 
pearance of bf^ving been retained some days in the bowels; 

Q2 
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Since this communication I have paid 
particular attention to the sympathcftic 
affection of this vessel, which I have uni- 
formly found in a greater or less degree 

after which, still perserering In the same system^ we had daily 
and evident proofs of the secretion of bile, which continued 
for some time to pass off in an inspissated, though not in 
an acrimonious sute, as the patient never complained of pain 
or heat in voiding it. When this alteration took place in 
the evacuations, the pulse was observed to recover its na- 
tural standard, and the rest of the morbid symptoms to sub- 
side. His appetite was good, and he was gradually returning 
to his usual habits of life, but, in consequence, we sus- 
pe^^ed, of taking cold, he became instantaneously speechless, 
attended with a paralytic affe6tion, entirely including the 
right side, which rapidly advancing, in the course of a 
few hours, totally deprived him of the use of his right arm and 
leg. His pulse was not much affected in the number of its 
strokes, though it was irregular every tenth beat ; his counte- 
nance was highly jaundiced, his urine high coloured, tongue 
much furred, breath fetid, and the faeces nearly in the same 
state as on the former attack. On examining the right 
hvpocondriimi, a considerable fulness was distinguished, aiid 
his countenance expressed uneasiness when a forcible pres- 
sure was made along the course of the right lobe of the liver. 
His intelledt did not appear to partake of the paralysis, as 
we were able to distinguish by his signs, that he compre- 
hended every question that was put to him; neither did he 
give us any intimation of his suffering head-ache, deficiency 
of sight, or sickness. 

In this alarming and highly aggravated relapse, it was de- 
termined, on Dr. Ainslie's arrival^ (having succeeded to a 
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accompanying biliary obstruction, and am 
induced to consider its discovery as an 
important auxiliary in the chain of symp- 
toms, arising from a suspended secretion 
of bik. It likewise affords us a more 
correct and practical view of those peculi- 
arities in the pulse which attend retarded 



certain extent on the first attack by the exhibition of 
purgatives, and as there was no reason to believe that the 
paralysis was owing to the rupture of a vessel in the brain,) 
that calomel should be given, and followed by keeping the 
bowels open by occasional doses of neutral salts. 

This plan was pursued fcM* some days with very little 
relief, though some slight change in his speech was 
noticed, which was the first favourable symptom. His 
tongue became clearer round the edges on , the im- 
provement of his evacuations, which afforded a demon- 
strative evidence of the cause of his attack. In a short time, 
continuing the daily use of small doses of calomel, and 
neutral salts, with the occasional application of blisters to the 
head, and mild tonics, we had the satisfadion of witnessing 
his articulation become nearly distio^, his tongue clear, 
appetite good, and the use of his right leg confirmed. 

I should not have inserted this case previous to a com- 
plete recovery, had I not conceived that even in its imperfed 
state, It clearly demonstrated that this paralytic affedioa 
was induced by an obstruction in the hepatic system, 
and not by a particular state or rupture of the vessels of the 
brain, which may generally be considered the cause of 
paralysis. 
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venal circulation in other parts of the 
body. 

The pulsating sensation beneath the 
jscrobictdum cordis,% which is frequently 
noticed by patients who are subject to con- 
stipation of the bowels, is unquestionably 
owing to the irregular action of the de-^ 
scending aorta. This may easily be disco- 
vered by an examination of the abdomen 
when the patient lies in a horizontal po- 
sition; I have most readily ascertained 
it by pressing the hand firmly on the left 
side of the umbilicus y after the bowels have 
been emptied, though it may be felt faintly 
in an erect position in many cases of 
obstruction of the liver. 

Although I have observed this pecu- 
liarity so evident in thin children, (parti- 
cularly in those who have long suffered 
under enlargements of the mesenteric 
glands,) as to be easily detected by ocular 
inspection, producing a motion of the 
abdominal muscles, similar to that excited 
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in the left pectoral niuscle by the preter- 
oaturdl action of the hearty yet I have 
never^ at the commencement of this attack, 
remarked, that the pulse at the wrist has 
either been strengthened or accelerated 
beyoji^d its natural standard, or in any 
d^ee influenced by the affection of 
the descending aorta. 

The pretonfitural action of this 
veissel is probably occasioned by the 
obstruction that the venal blood meets 
with in its course through the liver, 
bowelsjt &c. but is not ccHttununicated 
in the same ratio through the rest of 
the arterial system in the incipient 
state of these disorders, nor can it 
be considered ais inflammatory. This 
symptom I am induced to view as 
sympathetic, though a more correct 
idea might possibly be included in 
the term vis i tergo^ which would 
be definite and explanatory of this in- 
creased action of the arterial system. 
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It does not, ah initio depend upon an 
aecumulated quantity of blood or force in 
the heart, ( though this organ fre- 
quently becomes infltfenced in its actioh 
as ^ secondary consequence,) but it 
is induced by a congestion of biood in the 
aorta dfe^cawrfeiw, wHi<^h vessel is incapable 
of emptying itself, (owing to venal ob- 
struction,) iii an equal ratio to the quan- 
tity of blood it receives at ea^ch pulsation 
of the heart. 

If we closely investigate this peculi- 
arity of the aorta descendensy and ac^ 
curately mark its effects on the rest 
of the arterial system, having first 
influenced the action of the heart, the 
enquiry may afford such a practical lesson 
as may enable us, in a very regular and 
scientific manner, to retrace to each 
particular source, the gre^t variety which 
tfi^es place in th^ pulse of those per- 
sons who suffer from visceral obstruction. 
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Mauiy cases of sclrrhus uteris ob- 
structed hepatic secretion, and mesenteric 
enlargements, afford instructive remarks 
upon the accelerated and AiU pulse which 
accompanies these disorders. 

For although it has been frequently 
found necessary to bleed in these diseases, 
with the view of preventing peritoneal 
inflapfunation supervening, yet experience 
shews that no dependance can be placed 
solely upon this remedy, and that the 
periodical pains in cases of scirrhus uteri, 
or enlarged ovaria, even when the pulse 
exceeds a hundred, have been most sue* 
cessfully treated by emptying the bowels, 
and exhibiting occasional doses of 
opium^ 

It must not be inferred from these prac- 
tical observations that the author means to 
establish as an axiom in the treatment of 
chronical diseases, that a disorder of any 
particular viscus may be ascertained by 
Spaying attention solely to the state of the 

R 
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pulse; but it is meant to shew, that by 
a nice ani^judicious investigation into the 
various changes of the action of the arterial 
system^ and by a due consideration of 
their peculiar morbid associations, in com* 
bination with other constitutional and 
local sympathies, much assistance may 
be afforded to our enquiries into the real 
seat and nature of internal disease. 

The more we reflect upon the promising 
result of an examination into the changes 
that take place in the pulse, the 
stronger is the persuasion that the prac- 
tice of physic will ultimately acquire as 
much benefit from a perfect knowledge 
of this part of the animal oeconomy^ 
as it will receive from the aid of che- 
mical enquiries, which have already 
thrown so much light upon the treat- 
ment of those disorders which arise from 
morbid secretions. 

Although the peculiar action of the 
arterial system, depending upon an in- 
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flammatory state of the blood, has been 
described by many authors in a tolerably 
accurate manner, yet I have no where 
met with such an account given of the 
accelerated and full pulse which accom- 
panies visceral obstruction, as 'would assist 
the practitioner in discovering the par- 
ticular cause of such a deviation from 
health. 

The peculiar action of the aorta de- 
seendenSy which has induced this di- 
gression, was considered as too important 
a symptom to be omitted in the cursory 
survey which has been taken of morbid 
sympathies; indeed its consequences ap- 
pear of such value in general practice, 
and so applicable to the explanation of 
various disordered states of the human 
frame, that I have viewed it as opening 
an extensive and fruitful field for physio- 
logical and rational enquiries even into the 
changes that the component parts of the 
blood may undergo \n different disorders. 
R2 
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In all probability the strong pulsation 
of the carotid and temporal arteries in 
iipoplexy, of the haemorrhoidal vesaek in 
piles, of those of the lower extre- 
mities in a varicose state of their veins, as 
well as of the arteries immediately con* 
nected with the varicose naevi matemi, 
may be ascribed to retarded venal 
circulation, , 

I have presumed that this vis a tergo 
of the arterial system arises from the cause 
here assigned, having remarked that this 
increased pulsation readily subsided on the 
jugular vein being opened in an apoplectic 
paroxysm* The same effect is equally 
evident from a rupture of the haemorrhoidal 
veins, as well as of the varicose veins of the 
lower extremities, and of those which eon-- 
stitute the naevi materni. 

That the arterial and venal system 
should be subject to sympathetic affec- 
tions, as well as other parts of the body, 
is a circumstance easily accounted for by 
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anatomical enquiries, which demonstrate 
that the suhstance of the heart, as well as 
the coats of the arteries and veins are 
perfectly organized, that they are sup- 
ported by their own vasa vasorum, and 
liable to the eame natural and morbid 
changes as the liver, uterus, &a 

The brain is likewise subject to become 
disordered by a morbid state of the liver 
and stomach. This aflPection, ' I con- 
jecture, may arise from nervous influence 
as weU as local fulness of the vessels. The 
sympathy existing between the stomach 
and brain is strongly illustrated in apo- 
plexy, hydrocephalus, concussion, &c. 

Diseases of the uterus, kidnies, and 
intestines, as well as obstruction in the 
functions of the skin, excite this sympa- 
thetic action in the st(»nach, and vomiting 
is the usual associate. 

When this sympathy arises from a 
scirrhous state of the uterus, or from an 
enlarged ovarium, the act of reaching has 
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been supposed to alleviate the disease^ 
not, I presume, by merely emptying the 
stomach, but by inducing temporary 
metastasis. 

Nauseating doses of ipecacuanha have 
been found useful in morbid enlargements 
of the uterus; probably the benefit arising 
from this medicine depends upon its 
exciting absorption in the part affected. 

In the exhibition of nauseating me- 
dicines in scirrhous affections of any of 
the viscera, we are imitating the efforts of 
nature, and assisting the indications of 
the vis medicatrix naturce^ which after 
all the inventions of art, will be found 
the most certain guide : 

" Hie murus aeneus esto/* 

Experience convinces us that excep- 
tions will occur to all general rules, and 
although uterine and hepatic disorders 
have been relieved by encouraging in a. 
certain degree the sympathetic action of 
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the stomachy yet if we were to imitate or 
attempt to excite the affection which takes 
place in apoplexy, hydro-cephalus, and 
concussion of the brain, I presume we 
should be aggravating rather than allevi- 
ating these disorders, as the result of 
emetics have too clearly proved that 
such practice is highly dangerous and 
inadmissible*. 

When affections of the brain are ac- 
companied with a jaundiced skin, and ^ 
costive habit, it has generally been re- 
marked that the secretion of bile has been 
either defective or obstructed^ . 



♦ "Generalis consensus observatur in cerebrum et totum- 
genus nervorum, ideoque in cerebrum et universum cor- 
pus: quod profedo nil mirum, quippe cujus vis omnis k 
cerebro derivetur." 

Dn Gregory* 

t A very interesting and strongly marked case of thi? 
nature, in which the patient was occasionally maniacal, 
lately came under my care, and was likewise seen by 
Dn Baillie.- After a fortnight's course of purgatives the 
mental affeiftioa entirely ceased. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C 12d ] 

The heart is likewise liable to be 
interrupted in its action by a disordered 
, state of other organs, as well as various 
parts of the system becoming affected 
in consequence of morbid changes of 
structure taking place in its own substance 
or vessels. 

When we consider the several im- 
portant organs that receive branches from 
the eighth pair of nerves, or par vagum, 
and investigate its intimate and direct con- 
nection with the great sympathetic nerve, 
which, like the common chord in music, 
seems intended to harmonize every part of 
the body, we shall be enabled more easily 
to account for the heart's facility in sym- 
pathizing with other viscera. 

The hurried and interrupted action of 
this organ, occasioned by fear or surprise, 
and which has been termed palpitation, 
can be attributed only to nervous influence. 
The heart, in this instance, sympathizes 
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with the mental affection, for palpitation 
can only he considered an involuntary 
action. > 

Gottlieh Walter, in his description of 
the par vagum, and great sympathetic 
nerve, observes that the former has a 
most appropriate name, and that it is 
nearly as extensive in its\tAnection as the 
latter. 

The knowledge of the distribution of 
the par vagum will explain to us many 
sympathies; for example, the hysterical 
affc^ction of the throat, when the stomach 
is distended with flatus, the exciting of 
vomiting by tickling the throat, &c. 

In addition to the affections of the 
heart, which arise from mentg.1 agitation, 
this organ is frequently observed to 
sympathize with the liver, stomach, and 
bowels*. 

♦ A striking proof of a disordered liver bringing on irre- 
gular a6tion of the heart, accompanied the paralytic af- 
fe^ion which occurred in a case that was lately under the 
care of Dr. Ainslie and myself. 

s • 
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A sympathetic pain in the left arm, 
accompanied with fainting and uneasiness 
across the chest, have hy many been con- 
sidered as a decisive mark of an organic 
disease of the heart. Eruptions have 
likewise been observed to take place on 
the backs of persons labouring under this 
complaint§. 

A calculus, in its passage through the 
ureter, occasions a pain in the testicle on 
the same side, with tenderness onv the 
scrotum. 

A stone in the bladder may be disco- 
vered by a pain and itching at the end of 
the penis. 

An irritation of the membrane lining 
the nostrils and anus, accompanies a dis- 
ease of the mucous membrane of the 
intestines. 

§ Vide Dr. Parry's enquiry on syncof)c an^osa, and 
Df. Heberden's paper on the ^me subject in the medical 
transactions. 

An instance of ossification of the coronary artery of the 
heart being accompanied with eruptions on the back, oc- 
curred in the case of my late partner, Mr. Corson. 
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la diseases of the mesenteric glands^ 
eraptions appear at the corn^s of the 
mouthy attended with constant irritation 
of the nose*. 

No part of the human frame is more 
frequently influenced by sympathy than 
the thyroid gland. 

This peculiar susceptibility does not 
eeem to depend upon the number or size 
of the nerves which are distributed through 
its substance^ as anatomy has demon- 
strated that they are few, and small with 
respect to its vascularity ; it is therefore 
more likely to arise from the direct con- 
nection which this gland has with the 
^ai* vaguniy the great sympathetic, and 
other cervical nerves. 



* '* In this disease the lips are somewhat inclined to 
swell, and they are often of a deep red colour. The angles 
of the mouth are beset with small ulcers and sometimes the 
whole lip is divided by painful fissure?. The skin of the 
whole body, but more particularly of the extremities, feels 
dry to the touch, and the cuticle is thrown oflp in scales." 

Dr. Pemberton's treatise. 

S2 
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In Ais way we may acocnmt for the 
natural as well as morbid sympadties 
wliich exist between the thyroid gland 
and other organs and parts whidi are sup» 
plied with branches from these nerves, 

I have no where found a satisfiBLctory 
account of the peculiar functions and sym- 
pathies of this gland^ though I am induced 
io believe tliat a knowledge of them womld 
tend very materially to assist us in the 
discovery of many of the phenpmena 
which are daily taking place bo^ in the 
healthy and diseased state of the body]];. 

Dr, AinsUe has communicated to me a 
case, in i^ich the thyroid gland is inva- 
riably affected with a sense of fulness, and 
pain, when the stomach and bowels are 
disordered ; and which subsides after a dose 
of rhubarb and calomel. 



i I have repeatedly seen the sudden enlargement of this 
gland, accompanied with a sense of stricture in the oeso- 
phagus, arise from an affedion of the stomach. 
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That this ^Uuul is of importance to 
health was proved hy the experiments 
which were made by Mr. Astley Cooper 
upon a dog. 

This gentlemaa is of opinion^ thM 
when death takes place in consequence of 
the removal of the thyroid gland^ that it 
is occasioned by weakness^ and not by 
convulsions. 

From anatomical research this gland 
appears to have a greater and mor^ im- 
mediate connection with the nervous sys- 
tem than any other gland in the body; 
though its own particular nerves are com* 
paratively small. 

It is abundantly supplied with blood 
vessels^ that ramify uniformly through 
its substance, which is cellular, and con* 
tains numerous absorbents. 

Dr. Reeve, of Norwich, has lately 
written q. very ingenious and useful 
paper upon the enlargement |)^ this 
gland 
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l^or further information upon this 
subject, see Dr. Baillie's morbid ana- 
tomy, and the second fasciculus of 
engravings. 

The affection that affords the strongest 
example of sympathy is that which fre- 
quently occurs in consequence of the se- 
cretion of milk being suddenly checked, 
and has been termed mania lactea. — 
Whether the application of cold, or stimu- 
lating food be the cause of this complaint 
is inunaterial, as it is not supposed to de- 
pend upon an inflammatory state of the 
brain, and on that account cannot be attri- 
buted to metastasis. It is worthy of notice^ 
that peritoneal inflammation has never 
been known to exist with mania lactea; and 
that patients generally recover from this 
sympathetic affection*. 

Strumous affections of the hip joint 
are always marked by a swelling and in* 

* Vide Dr. Denman's observations on mania laftea. 
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flammation of the integuments of the foot, 
as well as by a pain in the kneef . 

Strictures of the urethra have been 
discovered by means of cutaneous 
erup.tions§. 

Mania has likewise been known to 
take place In consequence of repelled 
eruptionsjj. 

There are various other sympathetic 
aflfections which invariably accompany 
particular diseases, but concluding that 
from these already noticed, the im- 
portance of their knowledge and use 
will be evident, and that from a due 
consideration of them, many practical ax- 
ioms may be deduced, demonstrative of 
the nature of most of the cutaneous af- 
fections, I trust that the reference which 
has been made to these sympathies will 
not be deemed uninstructive, as they may 

f Vide Mr. Ford's tl'eatise on the diseases of the hip joint. 
§ Vide Mr. Home's treatise on strictures, &c. , 
II Dr. Cox's practical observations on insanity. 
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serve to convinde us of ^e necessity anJ 
importance of a cl^ atteiition to those 
that are more particularly taking place on 
the skin* 

A clear information upon this subject, 
joints out- in the moet forcible manner the 
importance of a discriminating investiga- 
tion into the nature and character of symp- 
toms, that we may avoid treating them 
as distinct disorders, and be more induced 
ixf trace, by their assistance^ the remote 
arid morbid cause which occasions them. 

In truth these aflfections ought not ^to 
be considered in any other view than as 
true morbid sympathies, and should be 
estimated by the practitioner as consti- 
tuting his most certain guide in forming 
his ratio medendiy as well as wise provisions 
of nature intended to conduct us to the 
knowledge of the real seat of disease*. 

* '* Consensus quidam naturales quidam morliosi sunt: 
scilicet, alii in sano corpore observant ur« ad vive et sanitatis 
munera conducentes, vel plane necessaria; alii non nisi morbo 
jam cxistente seostendunt, ejusque signum et pars est." 

Dr. Gregory's conspectus. 
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I considered It necessary to take this 
short review of some of the most familiar 
and Instructive affections of the human 
frame, preparatory to the Introduction of 
the arrangement of cutaneous appearances; 
as It clearly Illustrates, on comparison, 
the difference which I shall attempt to 
establish between the diseases and af- 
fections of the skin. 

In shewing the necessity of acquiring 
a correct knowledge of this branch of 
our profession, It Is hoped that too much 
digression has not been made from my 
present subject In dwelling upon the 
preceding practical facts; Indeed the li- 
mits which are prescribed to the enquiries 
In these pages will not admit of a minute 
investigation Into the nature and causes 
of those particular diseases which Interrupt 
and derange the functions of the skin, 
though they will be cursorily noticed 
when I consider their treatment as neces- 
sary to the relief of cutaneous affections. 

T 
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III the following arrangement I liave 
included under the first class those ap-* 
pearances which arise from loqal and con- 
tagious diseases of the skin, viz. tinea 
capitis contagiosa, and scahies. 

2nd. Those that are primarily local, 
and not contagious, and which are sup- 
posed to arise from a peculiar and disor* 
dered action of the vessels of the skin, viz. 
the various species of sarcomatous and 
encysted tumours, fiingi hsematodes, nsevi 
matemi, warts, corns, the cutaneous ulcer, 
and that which has been considered can- 
cerous, or mote properly phagedenic* 

3c?. Those that accompany and are 
characteristic of some constitutional and 
contagious disease, viz. variola, rubeola, 
vaccina, scarlatina, varicella, and syphihs. 

4th. Those that depend upon morbid 
structure^ disordered action of some in- 
ternal organ or surface, upon an acrimo- 
nious state of the blood, or upon an in- 
creased or diminished strength in the vis 
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vitiBf which have been generally known 
uad^r tJHe terms lepray elephantiasis^ al- 
phosy psoriasiSi scorbutics, erysipelas, ur- 
ticaria, miliaria, gutta rosea, crusta 
lactea, porrigo, herpes, petechias, car* 
bunculus, &Ce &c. to which may be added 
the state of the skin in gout, acute 
rheumatism, and jaundice. 

5/^. Those that are induced by ex- 
ternal and simple stimuli, such as incised, 
lacerated^ and x^)ntused wounds, bums, 
scalds, chilblains, and the bites and stings 
of various insects and animalculae. 

Qth. Thpse that are excited by ex- 
ternal and specific stimuli, viz. the bite of 
the mad-dog and rattle-snake. 

In the above arrangement I may pos- 
sibly have omitted many names that have, 
at various times, been attached to parti- 
cular cutaneous eruptions or appearances; 
but believing that I have specified the 
chief of those tlw.t are in present use, and 
conceiving that no benefit will be derived 
T2 
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citlier to society, or to the profession in ge- 
heral, from using a multiplicity of terms, 
I trust that such an omission will not be 
construed into a fastidious rejection of aHy 
particular epithets, as it arises solely from 
the desire of curtailing and simplifying 
the cutaneous nomenclature. 

Having stated my plan of classifi- 
cation, it will be expected that some en- 
quiry be instituted into the treatment of 
those appearances which are arranged 
under the different heads; and although it 
is with considerable hesitation that such 
an investigation is attempted, yet I feel it 
necessary to offer some practical remarks 
upon the nature and treatment of the 
cutaneous diseased and affections which it 
includes, in explanation of the motives 
that induced me to enter upon an under- 
taking which militates so materially 
against those cutaneous arrangements 
that have hitherto appeared before the 
public. 
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In the course of these ohservaiions I 
putpose referring to ancient as well as 
modem authorities, with the intention of. 
aflfording a comparative view of the re- 
lative merits and practice of each on cu- 
taneous complaints. In the quotations 
from the former it will be found that most 
of the active and efficacious remedies that 
constitute the present state of practice 
both in surgery and physic, are deduced 
from their writings. Arsenic and mercury 
were first introduced by the ancients, and 
although modern practitioners, from the 
advantage of anatomical and physiological 
researches, may in some cases be better 
calculated to make a more appropriate 
and specific use of these minerals, yet we 
find Pliny, Hippocrates, Avicenna, and 
Celsus employing them in carcinoma, pha- 
gedenic ulcers, ftitigi, syphilis, &c. — 
These remedies were considered useful in 
most disorders, but particularly in wliat 
they called bilious. Mercury was the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ 143 ] 

great nostrum of Paracelsus, and thowgh 
there are many who doubt the accounts 
which are handed down of the cures per- 
formed by this physician, yet its present 
general application and benefit, indirectly 
corroborate these statements. 

It may here be observed, that although 
the practice of surgery has of late years 
experienced great and important im-* 
provement in the operative department, 
yet the medical treatment of those cuta- 
neous and glandular affections, which 
have been considered strumous or can- 
cerous, and are particularly the province 
of the surgeon, may be retraced to an- 
cient authorities, which, on many occa- 
sions deserve to be e;i»timated in proportion 
to our knowledge of their works. In 
these the practitioner will behold the 
useful deductions of experience, pos^bly 
not less valuable from their being found 
free from speculation, which too fre- 
quently allures the attention into the 
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paths of theory, to the neglect of th6 
more instructive and useful lessons of 
practice. The writings of Hippocrates and 
Morgagni may truly he styled the great 
works of reference, hoth for the surgeon bs 
well as the physician; and had the modem 
professional writers taken up the various 
subjects which they so ably handled, firom 
the point at which they left them, much 
tautology and useless speculation might 
have been avoided. 

The ancients, from their imperfect 
knowledge of anatomy and physiology, 
were, from necessity, obliged to depend 
solely upon their experience, and the de- 
ductions drawn from the comparative ef- 
fects of various medicines in particular 
disorders. This circumstance has ren- 
dered their writings so instructive and 
valuable. In the works of many of the 
Greeks, as well as in those of the Latins, we 
find a simple and lucid statement of 
s3rmptoms, and discover, in many in- 
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stancesi^ as nice and discriminating en« 
quiries into the nature of diseased action^ 
as can be found in works of much later 
date. 

' I mean not to assert that occasional 
wild hypotheses do not exist in their 
opinions of disease^ but to state^ that^ 
considering the times they lived in, fewer 
erroneous theories ^vill be met with in 
their writings than might have been ex- 
pected from their confined knowledge of 
anatomy and chemistry. 

These eminent practitioners faithfully 
related the symptoms they observed, 
and carefully recorded the remedies 
they employed, relying upon their 
own experience, which was the more 
likely to be permanent and useful, as 
it was less confounded with speculative 
theories. 

The faculty of discernment in former 
times was, from necessity, more cultivated 
than in the present, as professional men 
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hsA tkeA^ comparatiiyely spesJung^ fewer 
sources of scientific and collateral inform- 
d:tion. In this respect their situation was 
analogous to that of a blind person^ who/ 
from his abstracted state^ Is obliged to 
place his sole reliance upon his memory^ 
ivhich becomes retentive in proportion to 
the opportunities that are afforded for its 
exercise. 

It appears from the rich stores of sci- 
entific and practical knowledge which the 
unrcients have handed down to us^ that 
t^eir industry and application were not 
abated by the progress which they made in 
the various branches of professional learn- 
ing; but Aat their eagerness for en- 
quiry kept pace with their actual know- 
ledge and acquirements. 

They properly appreciate the supe- 
riority of practical facts to ingenious 
theories ; and prudently and wisely de- 
sisted from attempting to cure dls- 

U 
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eases by any other means than those 
which practice and observation hsid 
^substantiated as admissible, and consistent 
with the safety of the patient. 

In taking leave of these authorities 
I cannot avoid remarking, although I 
am willing to allow them to h^ve pos- 
jjspssed their share of genius and talents, 
that the information which is found in 
their works may chiefly be attributed to 
the close and unremitting attention which 
they paid to their profession, and which, 
when properly and laudably employed, 
generally renders the acquirement useftd 
and instructive. The well known passage 
of the Roman poet may with propriety be 
quoted on this occasion: — 

** Qiii studet optatam cursu contingere metam, 
Multa tulit| fecitque puer, sudarit et akit.'^ 

I come now to the consideration of the 
medical and surgical treatment of cuta- 
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neons apj^rances, and shall first cufi^o^ 
rily notice that disease which occasions 
at i^ts commeneement a separation of 
tlie cuticle and of the hairs of the 
scalp, accompanied with a serous 
discharge, which forms incrustations 
over the diseased part. To this mor- 
bid appearance I have ventured to 
attach the term tinea capitis conta- 
giosay the cure of which having 
been fuUy described in the former part 
of this treatise renders unnecessary 
any further remarks upon its nature or 
treatment. 

Scabies next claims our attention, and 
as the troublesome itching which charac- 
terizes the eruptions of this disease are so 
generally known, it will be superfluous to 
enter into a detailed account of its symp- 
toms. Sulphur, hellebore, and mercurial 
preparations are equally efficacious in 
eradicating this disorder, and may be 
U2 
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considered as specific remedii^ in ev&ry 
stage of it*, 

I have omitted the disfase called plica 
polordcay though from the general defini'^ 
tion given of this fonnidahle disorder it 
mighty vfith some degree of propriety, be 
placed under the first class; but consi-> 

* <' It may be asked, does this complarnt depend upon a 
particular animalcQia or fluid?— Analogy certainly does not 
afford much evidence in support of the &nt proposition, 
though it in many instances elucidates the Utter; sUid altho' 
the discovery of this point is not essential to the cure of 
scabies, yet a correct knowledge is u desirable upon this- 
subject aa^ it is upon many others under the possibility of its 
hading to the dctedion of h€^ which may be useful in 
pradice. I have repeatedly, by means of microsco|HC exa- 
mination, viewed the fluid of an itch pustule, as well as the 
pustule itself, but have hitherto been disappointed in my 
enquiries afrits containing an animalcula; some natural 
historians have even described and classed them, together 
with their ova, which induces me to ^speft that theiiF 
exbtence is probable." 

Baker on the microscope, 

•* Scabies vero est durior cutis, rubicunda, est qua pus* 
tulflc oriuntur, quaedam humidiofes, quaedam sicciorest-^ 
Exit ex quibusdam sanies, fltque ex his continuata exulceratio 
^ruriens^ serpltque in quibusdam cito. Medicameptum autem 
ad incipientem banc idoaeum est, &c. Sulphur, serugo, 
spodium, piper album, cinis, &c." 

A. Corn, Celsi medicina, lib. v. 
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daring the accounts which have already 
ap][>eared as too indefinite and confused, I 
hare merely alluded to it, ai^ shaU refer 
the reader to the history of Trichoma, in^ 
the Encyclopedia Britannica, and to 
J. L. Alibert's description des maladies 
de la peau. 

Under the second class I shall take 
^t into consideration the cutaneous 



*^ Sulphur abstergit impetigines, apostematas, et pustulas^ 
et proprie etiam cum aceto et intro mistus propter pruritum 
lavatur corpiis." 

Avicenna, lib. s. 

** Argeatqm est boQum valdc scabiei^ pruritui." 

Lib* 2. tra£t i. 

** Elleborus niger Yel albus cum lade super scabiem ec 
impetiginem c{im aceto, et ad excori^tiontm linitus valet." 

tib. ^. traft 3. 

«* Psora morbus propria cutarieus, glandulis cutaneis in- 
situsy aotidota sulphur, mercurius et oleum tartar!.'* 

Willis de psora, &c. sect. $. 

** Notandum praeterea etiam est, sulphur impetigines, ser- 
pigines, et vhia corporis externa pellet et radicatil^s toilet, et 
^i thesaurus pr^estans est, exterius tollere ea, quas interiits 
suum ortum habent, &c. Aldmen et vitriolumr pro scabie 
utantur^ &c." 

Paracelsus. 
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tumours^ of which there is a great variety; 
Each kind of S€trcomataus^ and encyst^ 
iumowTy which is formed originally within 
the common integument, may with cor- 
rectness and practical utility he included 
under this head; presuming that the same 
surgical treatment is equally applicable to 
hdth. 

These generally take place without 
pain, or inflammatory heat, though their 
formation depends upon a generation and 
enlargement of vessels*. The definition 
of tumour which has lately been offered 
by Mr. Ahernethy, is, in my opinion, clear 
and comprehensive, and it will be suffi-- 

* " Extravasation of coagulating lymph is not peculiai 
to inflammation; it is separated in many diseases. It is 
thrown out to form tumours, &c. where inflammation doe$ 
not seem to be a leading cause ; and we often find the adhe- 
sive stages, as it were, degenerate into, or terminate in the 
formation of a cyst. 

}n producing adhesions, or forming tumours, it is always 
of the nature of the diseased soUds that produce it. If the 
case is venereal, the m^ sub^tancp is of the same aature, 
if cancerous it is cancerous." 

Hunter on the blood. 
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isient ia this place to obsei ve^ w^kfta i^peak* 
ing of sarcomatouB aftd elobcyated, tumours^ 
that it is meant tp ^x:]^re£is thpse preter- 
natural enlargements which are formed in 
the integun^nt^ and whi^h are supported 
by their own particular vessels ; and al- 
t]:M>ugh at their comn^encement they are 
«ot deemed of such importance as to con- 
stitute cases of sui^cal assistance^ yet ex- 
tirpation in this state can generally be 
exercised with most safety and success.—- 
In some instances these tumours remain 
stationary, though it more firequently hap- 
pens that their increase is gradual and 
proportionate to tiieir size. It has been 
supposed by many that these tumours, 
whatever variety there may be in their 
structure, originate from a deposit of 
coagulable lymph, which becomes a nu- 
cleus, or nidus, for. the ramification of 
new vessels, which render it ultimately 
as completely organized as any other part 
of the body. When it is thrown out be- 
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tween ^rikces it is supposed to icottstittd:€ 
the medium of adhedkyns« I presume that 
these^ a» well as tht sarcomatous and en- 
cysted tumours take tbeir rise from this 
aoddental deposit of lyasph, and not froia 
a mere continuation of the vessels to whidk 
they are attadaied ; for to this pretematursl 
and local action asty he attribut^^ the 
growth of the various fuogiMs excfes-* 
oences and polypi ; however^ as it is not 
intended that a minute and physidbgical 
investigation shovild be inkituted into the 
relative structure of the preceding tu- 
mours, I shall content myself with re- 
maiking, that die early and con^e^e M- 
moved of them by the scalpel is advisable. 
This practice has been recommended and 
adopted by the most experienced ^^rgeons^ 
especially when the disease lias evinced 
a disposition to increase; in peiforming 
winch, as much surrounding skin ^auld be 
included in the incision as the bulk of the 
txmionr and the state tui the ItiTteguments 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I m J 

tequire^ ^ for c^pemn^ skews that if any^ 
portion of the cy§t be excla4ed Jf]ae op§- 
ratiob Ti^ill be fqutl4 unsuccessful; in^ich 
caae eith^ ft r^^g^neratioft of the tuifioujf 
tekes plojQ^, ^r a fiwgpus^ or phag^aiq 
nker apfie^?, which in ygeneral pro vesr 
more difficult of cUre than the original 
€(i3wder* In the annals of operative sur*^ 
geryi mmxy cases of failure are recofdc?!^ 
both^inthe attempt at ejctjjrpatii^ ^^aaa* 
cerous affections, as well as fiingi ha^iQa*: 
tedesy^d which, Ipresmne, way feirly 
be attributed to the operatipil being d^t 
fefred'to too late a j^iod^ or. to a pai^i^ 
removal of the diseased substance. 

The ancients seemed to be fully, aware^ 
of the necessity of a strict observance be- 
ing paid to this principle in the treatment 
of encysted tumours. In the wi*itings of 
Celsus and Morgagni such direct and 
clear riiles are laid down for removing 
*hem, that the former may be considered 
X 
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ass the founder of the present practice in 
this branch of surgery*. 

From the observations which have 
been made upon sarcomatous and encysted 
tumours^ the removal of them by the 
knife may always be considered as proper 
and safe practice at their commeAcement, 
as well as at an advanced state^ excepting 
when from pressure adhesions may have 
taken place between them and any large 
artery. 

A particular and scientific history of 
the formation^ growth, and nature of 
various tumours, will be found in the 

* ** Interdum enim fit, sed raro, ut quidquid abscedit, 

velamento suo includat^r. Id antiqui tunicam nominabant. 

Meges, quia tunica omnis nervossi est, dixit, non nasci sub 

eo vitio nervum, quo caro consumeretur, sed subjecto jam 

vetustiore pure calium circumdari* Qyod ad curationis ra* 

tionem nullo loco pertinet; quia quidquid, si tunica est, 

idem, si callus est, fieri debet. Neque uUa res prohibet, eti- 

amsi callus est, tamen, quiacingit, timicarti nominari. — ^Ne- 

cessaria vero opera scalpelli est. — Sed excidi ita debet, ut 

plaga ad similitudinem myrtei folii fiat, quo facilius sahescat: 

idque perpetuum est, ubicunque medicus et quacunque de» 

causa cutem excidat." 

Celsusi lib. 7. 
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ivorks of Morgagnl and Valsalva^ an4 
in the surgical observations of Mr. 
Abemethy. 

Fungus heematodes next claims our 
attention, and although this disease is less 
frequent in its appearance, yet from its 
malignant and virulent nature it demands 
the most serious investigation. 

Celsus, speaking of obscure and dan- 
gerous diseases, has a passage applicable 
to our present subject, — " Ssepe vero 
etiam nova incidere genera morborum, in 
quibus nihil adhuc ususostenderit; ut ideo 
necessarium sit animadvertere, unde ea 
coeperint; sine quo nemo mortalium re- 
perire possit, cur hoc, quam illo, potius 
utatur. Et ob h«c quidem in obscuro 
positas causas persequuntur.*' 

It must not be concluded from this 
quotation that it is here intended to 
enquire into the morbid structure of 
frmgi haematodes, as that task has al- 
ready been undertaken in a late publica- 
X2 
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tion without much practical benefit§ ; and 
although the common cutaneous fungus 
has heen generally and successfolly re- 
moved by excision and escharotics, yet it 
appears, from the statement of severed 
authors, that these means have universally 
failed when applied to the spongy ex- 
crescence termed haematodes*|-. 

From what cause these failures have 
arisen the present enquiry is not insti- 
tuted to detect ; but leaving that question 
to be decided by others who are better 
calculated for such an undertaking, I 
shall content myself by first stating a 
few cases of fungi haematodes, which 
were radically cured by the application of 
the ligature, and arseriic, without the 
constitution of the patient suffering in 
any degree from their removal ; and then 
offer a few observations upon the probabk 
origin and nature of these excrescences, 

§ Mr* Wardrop on fungus haematodes, or soft cancer, 
t Mr* Hey 's practical observations. 
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which possibly may lead to a more judi- 
cious treatment of them than has hi- 
therto been suggested. 

I sh^U now endeavour to point out 
the state in which the application of the 
above means may be attempted with the 
greatest prospect of success. 

It should be remembered that the very 
nature of the arrangement under which 
this appearance is intended to be included, 
necessarily restricts my observations to, 
such instances as have occurred upon the 
common integument ; yet if, under these 
confined limits, a definite mark can be at- 
tachedtofungics hcematodeSy and a radical 
cure applied in its incipient stage, it may, 
without presumption, be established as a 
practical axiom, that, under similar cir- 
cumstances, the same treatment mav with 
propriety be adopted for the same ex- 
crescence arising in any other part of the 
body, in which, from locality, its parti- 
cular application is not precluded. 
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Case I. — ^In the year 1805, Mr. Am- 
brose Burgess, of Brentford, applied, ta 
tne, in consequence of a troublesome wart, 
as he termed it, that had appeared after 
the bursting of a tumour on the arch o£ 
his nose. 

He could give no other history of 
this disorder, than that he had struck his 
nose with violence against a shelf, and 
that this swelling soon afterwards took 
place. 

The fungus had shewn itself two days 
before I saw it, and was of a hvid im- 
healthy appearance, very irritable, and 
bleeding on the slightest touch. It waa 
rapidly increasing, and resembled sa 
strikingly the fungus hsematodes de- 
scribed by Mr. Hey, that I feared 
the consequence if it were allowed to 
proceed unnoticed, though at the same 
time I was averse to attempt the removal 
of it by excision. 
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In this situation I resolved upon the 
Hse of the ligature^ trusting^ that less 
irritation would be excited by this means, 
if it did not prove successful. 

The fungus having a narrow peduncle^ 
I was enabled to apply the ligature with 
caM, which I drew moderately tight^ 
taking care that it should uqt cut the 
vessels, but merely Impede their circu-» 
lation. Very little additional pain wa9 
produced by this treatment j and the fun- 
gus, with the ligature surrounding it, fell 
eflfon the fotirth day; a slight haemor- 
rhage ensued, which was easily suppressed 
by a saturated tincture of galls. 

A few mornings afterwards my pa- 
tient complained of a severe pain in the 
sore, which had not that healthy com- 
plexion that fresh granulations should 
have put on ; and being fearful that the 
surface still retained the disposition to 
renew the fungus, I applied the argenti 
nitras freely to the wound. 
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On the separatioh of the sloughy prd- 
dtu^d by the causticj^ the satne livid, sur- 
face appeared^ asid wa» evidently .disposed 
to increase^ which tras i^eaHzed in the 
^xmtBe of a few days. Dry scabs were 
fwmed npoQ th^ sote/ which were easily 
elevatedi and disclosed a malignant , and 
phagedenic ulcer/ » ; • 

In tTiis state cf the coniplaiQt. Mr* 
Aatley Cooler saw him^ and sprkikled tiie 
wornid vtritb arsenic^ winch ocicasibne4 
iBer a ^hbrt time an etrtenidye sleugh ,, on 
the reaiova) of which a second applieatictti 
was mkde^ which radically cured the dis-^ 
eased action, and the ulcer speedily 
healed. 

The patient lived a considerable time 
after this, and had no return of the com- 
plaint. 

Case II. — ^A gentleman who had jt^t 
arrived from the West-Indies, in ld07, 
where he had suffered considerably* from 
the climate, as well as from iffegular 
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living, applied to me in consequence of ^ 
small tumour upon his leg, which he sus- 
pected might he syphilitic 

It was situated immediately over 
the shin bone, hut did not appear to 
have any connection with it, and was 
moveable with the integument, in which 
it was seated. 

As there was no reason from the his- 
tory of the case to believe that it was a 
constitutional affection, I viewed it merely 
as a local complaint, and though from its 
soft and elastic nature it resemhled an 
encysted tumour, I was not convinced 
that it contained a fluid. 

On further enquiry I found that 
while walking the deck my patient had 
received a blow directly upon the spot, 
which the swelling occupied, and although 
he had not much pain at the time of the 
accident, he recollected to have felt 
uneasiness in the part a few days before 
the appearance of the tumour. 

Y 
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The swelling was covered by an ad«- 
-hesive plaster, and He was requested to 
call in the course of a week, at which 
time I saw him, and although it had evi- 
dently enlarged, he complained of no 
pain unless pressure was made. 

About a month from my first seeing 
him the tumour had become double its 
size, the skin was inflamed, and several 
varicose veins were distinguished round 
it.' 

In this state half a dozen leeches were 
applied, and the part was kept cool with 
a solution of the acetate of ammoniaw 

By these means the inflammation was 
in a great d^ree suppressed, though no 
visible alteration took place in the tumour. 

Feeling much relieved by rest and 
the sedative applications, he ventured to 
wear a boot, and thereby re-produced all 
the painfcd symptoms, with a rapid en- 
largement of the tumour, which was now 
more prominent, and had all the ap- 
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pearance of making its way through the 
ekin, which had already cracked. 

Though this swelling did not pulsate, 
I was averse to puncture it, and deter* 
mined to wait till it assumed a niore 
characteristic mark. 

Within three days my patient re- 
quested me to see him, as he believed the 
tumour had burst, from the discoloration 
of his leg, 

On examination there were strong 
marks of extravasated blood around the 
part, yet no fluid had escaped, either in- 
ternally or externally, from the tumour, as 
it had become much larger, and was ex- 
tremely painful. 

I ordered a poultice to be applied, and 
the limb to be kept in an horizontal 
posture. 

The veins that had appeared varicose 
could not now be discovered, which in- 
duced me to attribute the extravasation to 
A rupture of their coats. 
Y2 
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The application of the p6tiltice wm 
continued for two days, after which time 
the ulcerated skin had given way^ and on 
removing the dressing I was surprised to 
find a livid fungus, nearly the size of a 
raspherry, occupying the part where the 
tumour had heen seated. A considerable 
quantity of blood had escaped into iiie 
poultice. This excrescence did not bleed, 
but was surrounded with streaks of coa*» 
gulated blood, which were easily wiped 
away. The patient felt acute pain 
an my touching the fungus, which was c^ 
a spongy and loose texture, resembling a 
wart in the. inequality of its surface, 
though in appearance more vascular. 

As the skin had subsided round the 
fungus, it was evideiit that this subertance 
had been formed internally, and concluding 
that the whole of it was in view, I inti* 
mated to my patient the necessity of en« 
deaVouring to remove it immediately. 
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For tills purpose I proposed m the first 
place the ligature^ assigning the reason 
for my preference of its use to caustic, 
which he was anxious should be applied. 

Having over-ruled my patient's ob- 
jections to the ligature, I raised up the 
base of the fungus, in order to ascertain 
its extent, in doing this venal blood 
.flowed out very copiously, which led me to 
imagine that I had torn the fungus, but 
on a more minute investigation I could 
not discover that the haemorrhage arose 
from its own vessels ; and thought it not 
improbable that this fungus might ori- 
ginate from the cuticular coat of the vein, 
from which the blood had escaped pre- 
vious to the ulceration of the skin, and 
that the hemorrhage was still proceeding 
from the same vessel. 

Finding that the flow of blood was 
likely to impede the proper application of 
the ligature, I inserted, under the base 
of the fungus, a dossil of lint, moistened 
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With a saturated tincture of galis, which 
succeeded in a short time in repressing 
the haemorrhage. 

On the following morning I drew a 
ligature moderately tight about the low* 
est part of the fungus. My patient did 
not complain of its exciting much pain^ 
and as no blood escaped on tying the knot^ 
I flattered myself that no vessels had been 
divided. 

On the fourth day afterwards the fun- 
gus, which had been of a dark and putrid 
appearance, was easily removed with the 
ligature attached to it; a slight bleeding 
ensued, which was soon stopped by c^ 
piece of lint. 

Calling to mind the former case of 
fungus, and believing that these cases were 
analogous, I resolved upon covering the 
surface of the sore with the oxyd of 
arsenic. 

A very extensive erysipelatous inflam- 
mation, on the second day, appeared upon 
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the leg> spreading in every direction, an4 
several deeply coloured scarlet streaks 
leading up to ihe groin, accompanied 
with general irritation. These symptoms 
continued for several days, and did not 
subside till a large slough was thrown oflF 
the sore, although the parts were con- 
stantly fomented with warm water, and a 
strict attention to the sedative plan had 
been enjoined both in medicine and diet. 

After this eventjthe wound was dressed 
with the ceratuip cetacea, and in the 
course of ten days was completely healed. 

The cuticle scaled oflF from tiie whole 
extremity, which was the only inconve- 
nience occasioned by the arsenic. 

This patient has had no return of the 
complaint, and it is now two years since 
its cure. 

Case III. — The daughter of a trades- 
man, in the parish of Isle worth, had a 
small tumour on the arm, the skin of 
which ulcerating, brought to view a livid 
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and sanguineous fungus^ which bled on 
the slightest touch, and was very irritable. 
Its rapid increase alarming the parents, 
Mr. Stenson, who attended the family, was 
sent for, and considering this excrescence 
of the nature of the one that had been 
termed fungus haematodes, or soft cancer, 
he was unwilling to use the scalpel, 
and proposed the application of a li- 
gature, which he was obliged to pass 
through the base of the fungus, forming, 
by this method, a fixed point, which ad- 
mitted of its being drawn on each side'. — 
After a few days the ligature and fungus 
came away, at which time a slight 
hemorrhage took place. 

Arsenic was then sprinkled on the sur- 
face to which the fungus had been attached, 
with the view of radically removing any 
morbid disposition in the part. An ex- 
tensive erysipelatous inflammation soon 
followed, spreading to some extent up the 
arm, occasioning uneasiness in the axilla. 
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Thid al^r a few days siU>8ided^ when a 
(Hmsiderable slpugh was removed^ leaving 
a healthy looking, wound which rapidly 
healed without any further application of 
the ariseqic. 

Case IV. — TlAs instance of the san- 
guineous excrescence occurred to a g^n-. 
tleman far advanced in life^ and came oi^ 
in the following manner. 

A small tumour was first noticed in 
the integuments of the forehead, which 
was attrihuted to the pressure of a tight 
hat; this gradually increased in size and 
became tender, till the skin cracked, when 
a livid tumour was forced through the 
wound, the base of which appeared to bleed 

Caustic was freely and repeatedly 
appfied for some time, and though 
several deep sloughs had separated, yet 
the fungus regenerated more rapidly after 
each application. 

In this state arsenic was sprinkled over 
the fungus, which in twenty-four hours 
Z 
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exeited an exteii8i\^ erysipelatotts inflame 
ixiatioH over the foreh^d^ and spread 
partially over the face. No great degree 
of pain aceompanied this affection, though 
a sense of fulness was complained o£ On 
the decline of the inflammation a large 
slough came away^ and the sore was 
healed over in the usual manner''^* 

I have ventured to consider the fore* 
going cases as instances of fungi hiema* 
todes, from the close analogy which they 
hore to those mm-bid excrescences which 
received that appellation from Mn Hey^ 
an eminent surgeon at Leeds. 

It will be seen, by attending to the 
progress of them, that the parts on which 
the tumours or swellings first appecured 
had received a blow, that these gradually 
enlarged, became painful, and ultittiately 



♦ The two Ust cases came under the care of my nei^tt^ 
bour, Mr. Stenson, who has obligingly allowed me to pub- 
lish them.<— It k proper to observe that no relapse h^as oc- 
curred in either. 
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pressing upon the skin^ excited iilce»tusaj» 
wh^d a Hvid fungus was iniinedi^te]|y' ^(l<^ 
ek>$e4» the sice i^ which was prc^rtio^Ue 
to the swelling* In. two instances flakes 
of coiigttlated Uood were observed on ita 
fur&ce, which did not appea? to have 
been thrown out by its own yesselsy 
although the^e bled on the slightee^ toueh. 
Venal heemorrbage aqoompanied the pro- 
trusion of this fungus^ but did not return 
unless its base was raised. 

From this shpft though £Etithful re- 
lation of the growth and peculiarities of 
thisi wart-like excrescence^ I preamne it 
is highly probable that it arises from a 
laceration of some vascular membrane, 
the vcfssels of which not being in a state 
to produce union by the first intention, 
threw out a morbid granulation, which 
may be deemed the origin of fungus 
hsBmatodes. 

It may here be contended, in opposition 
to this conjecture, that the suppurative 
Z2 
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ififlammation Xtould' 4ia^ J)rec*ded thi« 
granulating processy' and that an SLbteess 
wonW have been the consequence, thte 
surface of which; it has been said, n^ver 
granulates till it has befen exposed, and itsr 
Contents etacu^ted. However, Mr. John 
Hunter has ' mentioned a case in which 
gt'anulatrons existed in an internal part 
without any mar^s of suppuration*. 

*^^The fohnation of graiiulatioiiSy I have ohsorved, is 
not wholly coqfiiied Jo a br^ch made in th^ solids, either by 
external violence and exposure, or in consequence of a 
breach in the' solids, . w high hart been projJuwl by wpput 
ration and ulceration, and afterwards exposed ; for parts are 
capable of forming granulations, or what I suppose to be the 
same, new animal ipatt^r, where a breach has b^eq made in* 
terually, and where it ought to have healed by the first in-^ 
tQAtion; but thepaits being baulked in that operation, often 
do not reach so far as suppuration, so as to produce the mos( 
common cause of granulations. This was instanced in a 
sipaple fractnre of the thigh bone, tba^ occurred to a man 
who died four weeks after the accident, in coqsequcnce of a 
complaint in his chest." Mr.Hunter observes, " on examining 
the parts ^fter death, tht^t union had nctf taken place^ bat 
that, from the ends of the bones, and some parts of their sur^ 
face, as well as from the inner sui'^ce of the soft parts, there 
w^s formed new fiesh, similar to granuladons."r-rHence we 
Und that granulations ^an and do arise in parts that sye no( 
exposed. 
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Judging from my own cases oi fungi 
hcematodes as well as from those which 
have been related by other authors, I am 
much inclined to believe that thei^ san- 
guineous excrescences originate from a 
laceration ^h: injury of the cuticular coat 
of a vein. 

The probability of this conjecture 
becomes stronger when we reflect upon 
the venal haemorrhage which has been 
almost universally obsen^d to take 
place from the base of the fungus, (or 
mther from the hsematode cyst, to use 
the words of Mr. Hey,) which seems to; 
act as a temporary valve to the vein > as 
in many instances blood does not flow, 
unless this be raised. 

The extravasation which takes place 
in some cases previous to the protrusion of 
the frmgus through the skin without di- 
minishing the bulk of the tumour, and 
the instantaneous subsidence of the di- 
JUited veins around it, strengthen the 
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opinion I have entertaiaed of the sett of 
liiis diseaseJ 

. I mean not to insist upon this snppo- 
sitfon as an essential pc^nt in the present 
discussion^ as from the similarity hetween 
the cuticular coat of a rein^ apd ofther vas- 
cular membranes, it follows, that the same 
morbid action may take place in them from 
similar oiuses; but having been led to 
form these ideas from practical ohserva- 
tion^ I was anxious to state them, in the 
hope that, should they not prove, upon 
further enquiry, to be correct, they might 
possibLy affonl some assistance io others 
who should be> desirous of entering into 
an investigation of this interesting subject. 

This conjecture is rendered more pro^ 
bable by considering the experiments that 
have been lately made to ascertain the 
process employed by nature in suppressing 
arterial haemorrhage*. 

♦ Vide Jones on haemorrhage. 
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These clearly shew^ that the iateraal 
or cuticular coat of an artery may be torn, 
without any injury being inffict^ upon 
the external or middle tunic. The same 
circmnatance may happaa to a vein, as 
anatomical demonstrations tmequivocaUy 
prove, Aere is no difference between 
the internal coats of these /easels, 
though there is between their middle and 
exterrml tunics. 

Veins as well as artmes are supplied 
with titeir vasa vasorwmf consequently 
endued with die same healthy actions, 
and subject to siimlar mwbid changes. 

Steatomatous tumours, and ossific de- 
posits have, cm dissection, been discovered 
attached to their coats ; and though sin 
milar demonstrative evidence cannot be 
adduced in support of the existence of 
fangi h^matodes in &e cuticular coat of 
a vein, yet ocular inspection, corroborated 
by strong collateral circumstances, claim 
a considerable degree^ of attrition, and 
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teiid to render this o6iijectare not alto- 
gether visionary. 

In the living body our enquiries even 
into, the origin of the most simple devia^- 
tions from healthy structare are wicertain 
and limited; and under the most favourable 
situation require the aid of phyaological 
knbv^rledge, before their application in 
practice can be deemed admissible. . 

An attempt to discover the texture 
from which fungus haematodes originates, 
can alone be undertaken, with any pro- 
spect of success, at the commencement of 
its growth, when the morbid embryo is 
first evolved, and before it imparts its 
own malignant natui^ to, or is confounded 
with, the surrounding substance. 

Impressed with the practical utility of 
this remark, from observing the suc- 
cess of early excision in scirrhous glands, 
and other morbid changes, as well as from 
the favourable termination of those cases 
of frmgi haematodes which were treated by 
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nature and arsenic in their incipient state; 
I am very desirous' to propose the removal 
of them as soon ais their existence is 
ascertained. ' > 

To accomplish this object.it will be 
necessary to ' point out the characteristic 
marks of* the tumour occasioned by 
this ^ngus; and as far as my own ex- 
perience 'extends, I should consider its 
sudden appearance,- in consequence of a 
blow or sprain, its peculiar elasticity and 
softness, and its freedom from inflam- 
mation, pain, and pulsationj as suflficiently 
strong peculiarities to distinguish it from 
an enlarged gland,^ an encysted or sar- 
comatous tumour, and an aneurism or 
abscess, in which case I should venture to 
reeo^mmend, if its situation will admit of 
an opeiktion in this state, that an incision 
should be made down to the tumour, 
taking care not to wound the fungus, 
which may, when exposed, be removed 
either by the ligature or the scalpel ; for 
Aa 
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although many latal e{t»i9 an related both 
of extirpation and aHtputattQn in fungi 
hsematodes^ yet the diirati<Hi a# woll aa the 
bulk of them was such as to have pre-» 
eluded any reasonable hope of suQcess^ 
and on that account eannot be deened a» 
objeotions to an egjrly and jndiek>ns ex^ 
cision of these excrescences^ which^ I 
pre^iune^ like cancer^ are lo^t origiaally 
constitutional diseases. 

Before the observations en this sulject 
are co^cluded^ it may be right to stete^ 
as a concise recapitulation, that ^nt^^ 
hcematodes is viewed as a mere morbid 
granulation, aii^iiig £rcm a laceration or 
injury of sopie vascular membrane ^ tihat 
it is primarily a local disease^ but from its 
known virulence and Vitality requires 
early and complete removal; and expe-* 
rience having established the iMe of the 
ligature and arsenic^ as spveifiq and 
successful in those cases that have taken 
place upon the skin, that a simrW appli« 
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nation is recofflmcnded when this disease 
occurs in any other part <rf the body ; and 
that eitcision^ (supposing all the sur- 
rounding morbid substance can be in- 
cluded,) may, from its utility in cancerous 
and other local ajSfections, be safely at-- 
tempted in the present disease. 

Much useful information upon the 
nature, treatment, and consequences of 
fungated tumours and ulcers, will be found 
in the works of some of the ancients*, as 



•'**!)« curl mdri ^ carnii 6rt« et addtafc, &<*. «* Sumafltaf 
fikruni adustum et dnis ligni rkiss terantur cum aqui bene^ 
€t ponantur super morum, et alias quae ei similantur* £t 
qtnmdo non valent, incidatuf, et pulverizentur desuper virrd6 
aes et arseniciun, etsi fiierit deteriut illo^ noxi erit eitcusatio 
^uia cauterizetur." 

AvicJemia, Fen* so* 

^ t)e arsenico. Notandutn est, vires ejus inde cognoscas, 
quod aliud venenum superat. Arsenico omnia ulcera cu< 
rantur carcinottata, lupi, ftrng} ca^teriqiie flffecrus cancrosi 
ambedentes. Primum lupi, et carcinom^i^ Status Iocusqu(< 
diligenter inspiciantur, quo scilicet ejus venena tendunt, Sec. 

** Mfdicamenta c(Mrrosfva sunt Taria, Telut alumen ustumi 
vitriolum, &c. nonnulli sumunt arsenicum alii mercurium 
iublimatum quibus abrodere putant. Quin caro supoflua 

Aa2 
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well as in the writings of several eminent; 
wrgeons of the present day*. 

The pretei^iatural <jutan^ous appear** 
ances tl]^9,t,have received the ?ippellatiou 
of ncevi matemi^ from their ejcistenqq 
prior tQ hiyth, and from their heiag sup-^ 
posed to depend upon the imagination of 
the "mother, may, for the sake of practical 
purposes^ be divided into two kinds, one of 
which is produced by a local and increased 
vascularity of tji^ vessels of the cutis, with-? 
out occasioning any alteration in the sur- 
face of the skin, and the other by 4 con- 
geries of varicose veins. In the colour 
of the former an infinite variety is ob- 
servable, partaking of every intermediate' 
shade, from a deep claret to a bright ver- 
milion hue- As these continue through 

siye ulcerosay sive sanguinolenta creverit, hpc medicainentuin, 
absque dolore earn aufert.*' 

FAftACELSUSf 

Vide Celsus de medicina, lib. v. 

Morgagni de sedibus et causis morboruin, lib. U» 

• Home's obscrvatjops on cancer, ^c^ ^ 
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life without endangering the .health: 
of the person on whom they occur, 
they cannot with propriety he deemed 
subjects of surgical assistance; and al- 
though the complexion of the latter kind 
of naevi matemi frequently depends upon 
the colour of the former, yet from, the 
rapidity of their growth, and the conse- 
quences that are induced upon the arteriea 
immediately connected with them, their 
removal becomes an important desi^, 
deratum in operative surgery. 

Excision has been for many years 
universally adopted for their cure, but as 
this method cannot be applied in all situ- 
ations, pressure, accompanied with cold 
applications, has lately been successfully 
practised and recommended in this kind 
of naevi materni, by Mr, Abernethy, in 
his surgical observations. 

As this appearance frequently takes 
place on parts of the body in which neither 
pressure or excision can be conveniently 
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applied^ it would be a desirable olyect , if 
some plan for the removal of them could 
be devised, which might be admissible in 
every particular situation. 

The method which I am about io 
propose is the n^re child of accident, but 
as a radical cure has been accomplished 
in two cases of varicose ncevi matemi, 
within my own observation, by a bursting 
of the vessels from external violence, I 
am induced to recommend it as a rational 
and easy mode of treatment*. 



« One of the children who tffbrdcd me sin opportut^ty of 
making this pra£tical remark is the daughter of Mr. Marih, 
and is still living in Brentford. At the time of her birth a 
small purple speck was noticed upon the lip, which remained 
stationary for some time, after which it rapidly increased till 
it occupied nearly the whole of one side of the upper lip,— 
There was a preternatural degree of hett in tWs congeries of 
vessels, and the arteries on the internal part became very tor- 
tuous and large. In this stage of the nasvus, in consequence 
of a fall, the vessels were ruptured, and a profuse barmorrhage 
ensued, which continued for some time, till it was sup* 
pressed by the edges of the lacerated wound being brought 
into contad by means of adhesive plaster. On rcmovii^ this 
dressing, it was found that union had taken place, and 
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It consists in making an incision or 
puncture the whole length of a varicose 
fUBVuSy sufficiently deep to reach the 
dilated veins; the haemorrhage which oc* 
curs may he allowed to continue till the 
vessels iire completely emptied, when the 
wound may be healed by the first inten- 
tion, employing as much pressure as is 
eoneistent with this natural process. 

I trust the practice here proposed may 
answer the end for which it is intended; 
and I am the more sanguine iq my expec* 
tations of its success, from the convictiou 



that the dilated state of the veins forming the tumour had 
subsided. 

Some months have elapsed since this accident, and the 
only remaining appearance is a shrivelled state of the skin, 
the colour of which is now perfedly natural. 

The other instance of a ruptured nxvus maternus 
being obliterated \sf acddontal violencoi occurred in the 
daughter of a gentleman who resides at Isleworth. This 
was situated over the insertion of the deltoid muscle, and 
occupied a tpace of four inchee in ckcumfereiice, was of a 
florid colour, much raised above the surface of the skin, 
and accompanied with a kind of inflammatory or preterna- 
tural heat. 
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that less irritation and injury would be 
caused to the vessels by simple incision^ 
than by laceration and contusion. 

I have been silent upon the aneurismal 
naevus maternns, which has occasioned 
a late ingenious theory, havii^ never 
seen this morbid appearance. 

Mr. John Bell has called it " dn an- 
eurism from anastomosis J consisting of 
small and active arteries, absorbing veins, 
and intermediate cells j-^ hdwever; without 
entering into an enquiry respecting the 
pecuKax disease which this t^rm is in- 
tended to define, I conclude that pulsation 
would sufficiently mark its nature, in 
which case the usual operation for an- 
^eurism would be adopted. 

The treatixient of the cutaneous wart 
and corn is too well known to require any 
further observations than to remark that 
the former is dispersed by ligature and 
escarotics, and the latter by removing the 
thickened cuticle, and avoiding pressure. 
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By the cutaneous nkor is meant that 
wKlch tak^a place on the lower extre- 
tcdties^ attd may with jwqpriety he cjmsi- 
derefd ta arise froloi a local wealf ness of the^ 
Vessels of the skin. This has heen 
im>st,si]^ceedsfitlly treated hy the Judicious 
appticatioB of a roller and jidhe^iv^ 
plaster^ which ajBTord support to the limhj, 
and diminish the diameter of the veins, 
which are, in most instances, varicose*. 

Th^ pkagisdenic ulceTy which has, hy 
some ai^thors, heen considered of a can- 
0W0U9 nature, comes next under our con- 
siderfition; hut as it' is not intended to 
discuss the question of its similarity to 
cancer, I shall cursorily remark, that this 
appearance commences generally in the 
form of a scabby or horny wart, and gra- 
dually spreads in proportion to its du- 
ration, till it ultimately destroys the lips, 

♦ Vide Home, Baynton, and Whately on ulcers. 

Bb 
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cheeks^ or nose, which are the parts most 
subject to this malignant disorder. 

No application haa heen used in these 
cases with more success than the oxyd of 
arsenic; indeed I may say, that scarcely 
any other mineral has been . known to 
, check the progress of this disease. The 
earlier this remedy is adopted the greater 
probability of its producing a cure. 

Caustics and excision have been sue-* 
cessively adopted for the relief, bf this 
virulent complaint; the former has re- 
peatedly failed, thotigh instances of the 
radical success of the scalpel have been 
recorded. 

The necessity of including sis mttch 
surrounding healthy substance, when ex- 
cision is employed in the extirpation of 
this ulcer, is as great as in the removal of 
scirrhous glands arid fungi hasmatodes. — 
Therefore, when the last pmctice is 
chosen, great circumspection is recjuisite 
in its execution. 
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The ancienta^ from thei^ writings, 
even aa far back as in the time of Pliny> 
used the fiimse argentese and ars^iic^ for 
,the phagedenic or herpetic ulcer; indeed 
their chief dependance in cutaaeous af» 
felc^tions appears to have been in the use 
of th?!^ roinerals*^ ' 



♦ *♦ FomflB argeotesB etauripigmentum ctmes excrescentcs 
et ulcera serpentia tollunt et sananu'' 

Flinii iiiitorid naturali* 

" Ancpicum hcrpetem oris, labii, ct nasi confert et 
aUtergiu" 

Aviceona de ciu4 ukerunu 



*' Primum in ^perfigiem in^ipit, (Jemum intHnsecunrodit, 
eonsumitque, &c. In facie sumit exordium cum ftquos^ 
<)u4dam scabie, postea transit in corrosiraoi, nasi cartilagines 
rodit, maxillas, et labia consumit, spargitur tenuiter cum 
faetore. Nisi prseveniatur, nasum, aures, et faciei forn^am k 
radiee t^t,* ap delet, ad coilunv et fauces anterit^s deapsndif. 
Si iatiu»qu^m sint confinia progrediatur, ad mortem id judi- 
candum est fieri. ' i 

' *' Crystalla realgaris cum aceto cocta l)is{^n^vis ulceribus 
niedentur, et materiam putredinis abducunt.'* 

Paracelsus de cura noli me tangere, &€• 
Vide Home, Fearon, and Chapnian on caiicer,^&c. 

B b 2 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



[ 188 } 

. The third class includes those cu^. 
taneous appearances which are produce^ 
hy a constitutional and contagious ^seose, 
fend which, with the exception of ^phMsx 
require no particular treat»ent, afi these 
rehire, afk^ the subsidence of tl^e particular 
and specific fever which genemted them* 

These diseases are known under th^ 
terms vartohy pacciwh Tubeolay parkeUa^ 
and scarlatina^ It may be proper to ob^ 
serve, that after the termination of variola 
and vaccina occasional instances of cuta^ 
neons abscesses ocqur, which are most suc« 
cessfully treated by a strict attention being 
paid to the jwiti-:phlogistic plan in diet, 
as well a3 medicine, and by such external 
mfians as encourage suppuration, 

In these cases I have remarked that 
inflammation of the lungs has never su^ 
pervened the subsidence of the eruption, 
on which account I have considered these 
abscesses, as critical and useful determina* 
tions to the surface. 
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The appearance of eniptions is not 
ponsadere4 essential to tiie coi^tttutional 
existence of vmxmaf although the practi* 
tinner's opinion of the security of his pa*' 
dent under this disease is formed from tha 
duration els wd^ as the characteristic and 
^e^i&c aspect of the yaccine vesicle which 
is gen^ated in conieqtuence of inoculation^ 

The cutaneous affection which has 
heen observed to occur in the second stage 
of syphiUs is peculiar to this disease^ and 
generally at first breaks out, in the form 
of a bro^-d jcopper-coloured blotch upon the 
forehead, and grad^^Uy ^nd successively 
appears upon the la-east, limbs, &c. and if 
not checked, terminates in a malignant 
ulcer. In this respect a decided difference 
exists between this appearance and those 
accompanying variola, &c. which subside 
mia sponte^ 

For the removalof the syphilitic erup- 
tion, experience has established the use of 
la specific mineral, in the effectual exhi- 
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bition of which it is necessary that the- 
mouth shoiild Ije moderately aflfected by 
the action of mercury for some weeks ; not 
that the mere disappearance of the erup* 
tion is to be considered as a proof of the 
disease being eradicated, for unless other 
constitutional symptoms, viz. a£Pections of 
the throat, nocturnal pains and local 
ulcers be removed, the cutaneous affection 
will return with increased virulence. 

Scarlatina has from the earliest times 
excited the interest and attention of pro- 
fessional men, and still continues a theme 
of discussion, and even of contention, 
among those who prefer the das^zling spe* 
culations of theory to the instructive and 
un-erring lessons of experience. 

If scholastic erudition be alone esti- 
mated as the requisite qualification of 
sound and useful practice, the acquire^ 
ments of experience might be considered 
as almost nugatory, and the merita: 
of the surgeon and physician would be^ 
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proportionable to their classical know-* 
ledge and attainments. 

But daily practice, corroborated by the 
testimony of our ablest and most suc- 
cessful practitioners, invalidates this as- 
sumption, and establishes the pre-emi- 
nence of practical facts over the ingenious 
deductions of theory. 

In the present remarks upon scarlatina, 
"it is not intended to introduce a new de- 
finition or treatment of this disease, but 
simply to state that mode of practice 
which has been in the majority of cases 
successful, when adojpted at its commence- 
ment, principally with the view of re- 
verting to the opinions of Sydenham, 
Gullen, and Heberden, whose treatment 
both in scarlatina and syphilis, has been 
threatened so lately with innovation, 
from a too great partiality of exhibiting 
calomel and purgative medicines in these 
diseases. 
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The established character of this m^ 
neral, in syphilitic, h^epadc^ andmesen^ 
tsric affections, as vrtXi as the extensive 
benefits of a judicious use of other ape-* 
rients in a variety of complaints^ ate too 
well known to require an;^ observations 
being made in this place upon their par* 
ticular application; but whea the fwaier 
is offered, porrectis nhombus^ as a specific 
in typhus, and pui^iive medkines reeooi* 
mended as principally necessary for the 
removal of scarlatina^ I thought it a duty, 
by a faithfol statonent of practical ^ts, 
to attempt, as far as the powers of an in* 
dividual would extend, to resist the intro- 
duction of a system which I feel convinced 
from the instances already published, can- 
not be deemed preferable to the one so 
long established. 

Without entering into a detailed ac- 
count of the supposed causes of this con- 
tagious disease^ a full aild lucid relation of 
which may be found in several modem 
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publications*, I shall briefly state that 
the character of scarlatina is distinguished 
by an increased action of the arterial sys- 
tem, accompanied with an efflorescence 
upon the skin, and a fulness, redness, and 
increased secretion of the tonsils. 

When these symptoms occur, if the 
patient's habit be not sufficiently plethoric 
to require bleeding, the stomach and bow- 
els should be first emptied, and a gargle 
of the infusum rosse frequently used, with 
the view of preventing any collection of 
mucus upon the tonsils ; diluting liquids 
may be taken freely, and occasional doses 
of such medicines as would determine to 
the surface. I believe the pulvis Doctoris 
Jacohi is the most eiFectual sudorific. 

By persevering in the anti-phlogistic 
plan, both with respect to diet and me- 
dicine, for four or five days, and Paying 
particular attention tp'^the state of the 
throat, as well as the bowels and skin, I 

• Vide Sydenham, Cullen, Hcberdcn, and Willan. 

Cc 
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liave rarely, been disappointed in the ex- 
pectation of seeing the patient conva- 
lestent by the seventh day. 

It is proper to observe, that I am 
speaking of that stage of the disease which 
has been termed benignay for I am well 
aware that, when ulcers have taken place 
upon the tonsils, a different system must 
be observed, and detergent gargles, bark, 
and port wine must be substituted for the 
former. Should the second stage have 
come on previous to medical assistance 
being called in, the stomach and bowels 
should even then be emptied, before the 
bark is administered. 

I am fully convinced that if scar'^ 
latina henigna be treated as an inflam- 
matory disease, the second stage, called 
anginosay will rarely supervene; on the 
contrary, if tonics and stimulants be ex- 
hibited in lieu of the anti-phlogistic 
regimen, an ulcerated state of the tonsil? 
will much sooner be induced^ than if the 
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disease had been allowed to take even its 
natural course. 

Having had repeated opp<)rtunities of 
judging of the efficacy of the anti-phlo*- 
gistic system in incipient scarlatina, 
"when ulceration of the tonsils had not ap* 
peared, and having witnessed the positive 
mischief of the opposite mode of treat- 
ment, I am justified in having established 
this principle in my mind, that scarlatina 
is an inflammatory disease, and that by 
adopting the treatment above stated, it 
terminates on the fifth or dbcth day, with* 
out the second stage supervening. 

Possibly the exhibition of purgative 
medicines at the commencement of scari* 
latina, might be admissible ; but when we 
find no allusion made either to the use 
of diaphoretics, gargles, or blisters, in 
the benign or malignant state of this 
complaint, but that the chief dependance 
is placed upon calom^ely jalap , and the 
muriatic acidy I am the less inclined to 
Cc2 
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forego that treatment which has heen re- 
commended hy our hest physicians^ and 
which my own experience has estahlished 
as sound and successful. 

My ohjection to the treatment of 
scarlatina benigna and anginosa with piir- 
gatives, is increased upon finding that the 
.very first case which appeared in a late 
work, and was arranged under the head 
of typhus, (in which disease nearly 2^ ; si- 
milar plan is recommended,) was evi- 
dently dependant upon worms, if we inay 
Jbe allowed to judge from the author's pwn 
words, viz. "the patient's belly became 
.regular, his pulse soft, tongue clear, ap- 
.petite good, &c. after having voided two 

■ **.haB nugaB scria ducunt 

In mala *' 

i . . . . 

If the bowels were the only outlets of 
the system^ through which morbific or of- 

* Vide Dr. Hamilton's chapter on typhus and scarlatina, 
in his treatise on purgative medicines. 
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fending matter could be expelled, pur- 
gative medicines might chiefly be depended 
upon in all contagious and inflammatory 
diseased; but when it is recollected that 
the functions of the skin are so important 
to the preservation of health, and so 
essential in the removal of disease, and 
that nature, by her own powers, produces 
a critical diversion, or metastasis^ upon 
the surface of the body, under various 
dangerous obstructions, it is reasonable 
to conclude that we shall be more likely 
to assist the vis medicatriv by consi- 
dering the various functions and secretions 
of the body, than if we were to confine 
our attention solely to the relief of any 
distinct organ. 

The variety of cutaneous appearances 
which might be comprehended under the 
fourth class is too extensive to admit of a 
specific definition or term being attached 
to each of them exclusively ; although, for 
the convenience of description, such 
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Dames might be adopted with advantagCy 
as would convey a comhiiied idea of fheir 
probable nature and external character. 

A peculiar susceptibility of the vas^ 
cular membrane of the skin may in a great 
inea3ure serve to explain the difference 
observable in those cutaneous affectk>n6 
which occur in various constitutions from 
epparetitly the same origin. 

To this caujse, I presume, may chiefly 
be attributed the different kinds of eruptive 
end scaly appearances which take place 
4)Xi the scalp of children during dentition. 

It may be recollected that much has 
been said in the foriaer part of this trea- 
tii^e upon the subject, and upon the prac- 
tical benefit arising from consideriiig 
them as symptoms j yet it will be neces- 
sary to make some remarks upon the 
particular organs or secretions that may 
be supposed to be deranged in cases of 
cutabeous eruptions, and to attempt to 
point out their relative appearance, with 
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the view of establishing a pathognomonic 
character to each. 

I am aware that, without the aid of 
other symptoms, this task would be at- 
tended witlji insuperable diflBiculties in every' 
cutaneous disorder; yet, as the states pf the 
skin termed scorbutic, petechial^ and phlegm 
monoicSy are generally indicative of the 
particular state of the blood and vis vitc^ 
which occasioned them, practical observa- 
tion may ultimately very materially im- 
prove our pathological knowledge in other 
instances of cutaneous aflPections. 

I am the more convinced of the utility 
of a strict enquiry into the state of the 
constitution on the eruption of these ap- 
pearances, from having invariably found 
that either irritation of the gums, indi- 
gestion, visceral obstruction, or an acri- 
monious state of the blood have preceded 
them. 

In vain does the practitioner attempt 
to remove carbuncle^ petechicBy and a 
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jaundiced state of the skin by local appli- 
cations. In opposition to all topical 
means these affections will continue, if the 
state of the constitution, or the particular 
obstruction that occasioned them be not 
improved by appropriate medicine aud di.et. 

** Naturam cxpellas furcl tamen usque recurrct.** 

In the class now under consideration, I 
have introduced many of the most ancient 
and familiar terms that have been adopted, 
and are still retained, to express the cuta- 
neous appearances which it comprehends. 
These I purpose noticing nearly in the order 
in which they stand in the arrangement. 

Lepra, elephantiasis , alphas, psoriasis, 
were names assigned by the Greeks to all 
the various scaly aflPections of the skin, 
which they considered dependant upon, 
a vitiated state of the bile, and other 
secretions*. 

wavrx Afrp^nvec x»r» wrpi iXxiX Tixvwr/AwJca JijXwvrai," 

Galeni operibus. 
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That such was their opinion is corrd- 
borated by the manner in which they 
treated those cases, namely by aperients, 
diluting liquors^ acidulated fruits, vege- 
tables, and the uise of the tepid bath. 



*^ A(^pa, X«X^v, aX(pof, x»t tAi^flpvnflw<V vmj 
tpXiyiAOtri x«i /tAfXaI;^«XiD ylvovroti** 

Hippocrates prsdiftorum, lib. ii. 

'^ Af ip^Ylv impetigo est, summae cutis vftium ut ^oofOt 
nm Xffvpm cum aspmtate et leri pmrttu, dctertus qakiein 
pruritUy psora autem et lepra levius. Gignitur Galeno ex 
serosisy tenuihus, et acrlbus succis, cuixi crassis permixtis. 
Lepra vero aspcritas est cutis profundior, cum pruritu ma« 
jore, et squamis, cuj us materia est humor melancholicus 
multus, viscosus, crassus. £x cujun qualitate et maiignitate 
squamae in summa cute oriuntur, quae peculiares sunt, cum 
asperitate cutis profundiore, et pruritu. Hssc ad elephan* 
tiasin aditum ^cit, et in quatuor genera distribuitur, sola 
intensione, et remissione malignitatis distin6^a. Vitiosa cutit 
macula est, et fspdae scabiei soboles, ex malo corporis habitu 
excitata, et facultatis altricis errore pituitosum sanguinent, 
lentum et viscosum gignentis. Haec genera, cutis fiaeditatesy 
ct vitia censentur potiusquam morbi. Quod etiam scripsit 
Hippocrates, ,^ep» wo^QuVf /axXXov cil^og xai vo(rfifiarA 
ca esse censens. Cujus vero sententiam sequitur Avicenna, cum 
scribit de eis affe^ionibus qua morbi non sint sed'potim dedecora^^ 
Annotatio ex praedictis Hippocratis. 

Dd 
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The Latins continued to use these 
terms*, though they introduced the word 
, porrigOj to express more particularly the 
scurfy affection of the scalp§ ; hut modem 
practitioners have indiscriminately at- 
tached the epithet scorbutic to every cu-^ 
taneous appearance in which the cuticle 
has been elevated. 

As far as my own observations have 
reached, I am decidedly of opinion that 
every cutaneous affection which is included 

• " Lepras, elephantiasin, lichenas, lentiglnes, ulcera, 
furfures, carbunculof sulphur vivum sanat et extrahit vitia 
cutis. 

" Cortex ulmi in aqua cocta alvum ?olvit, pituit^ trahit| 
et lepras sqdat. 

^* Remedia contra morbos, qui totum corpus, et cutem 
occupant, sicut ignis sacer, elephantiasis, psora, &c. sunt 
folia mandagorae, hyoscyami, cucumis sylyestris, cicut^i 
qua?, aqua decora, frequenter bibenda sint." 

Flinii naturalis historia. 

\ 5 " Capite multa porrigo, totove corpore pustulac ortae 

sunt. 

" Porrigo autem est, ubi inter pilos quaedam quasi squam 
mulae surgunt exque a cute resolvuntur; et interdum madent, 
iDuIto saepius sicca sunt, &c.** 

Celsus de onedicina* 
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Under this class^ arises from internal ir- 
ritation^ or constitutional debility ; and 
although I do not presume to trace 
philosophically each distinct cutaneous 
appearance to its particular morbid or 
disordered origin, yet such a cursory 
view may be taken as will render the 
examination in some degree practically 
useful. 

In all cases of cutaneous complaints, 
whether they occur in children or adults, 
it i^ul4 be established as a rule of 
peculiar importance, to enquire into the 
state of the constit\Ltion. 

The excessive scurfy appearance of 
the skin, termed lepra^ which I conclude 
to be an aggravated. stage oi psoriasis y and 
which constitutes the alphas and el^hanti-^ 
asis of the Greeks, I have never known 
occur without a very considerable de- 
iluigement of the hepatic and digestive 
organs, * 

Dd2 
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The tttotttient which has beeft found 
productive of the most relief Mni»sted in 
the following formula^ which deteilnined 
to the skin as w^H as to the liver^ and at 
the same time kept the bowels in an 
active state : 

R PililL hydrarg. g.iv. 

Pulv. Do^oris Jacobi, g.ii. 

m. f • piluU omni nocte sumend. 

Be Fotassx acetatis, 3ii. 

quam capiat ter die in quovis idoneo vehiculpw 

The pill is to be taken till the mouth 
becomes i^ghtly sore^ whidh alPeicticm is 
to be kept up by the occasional repetitian 
of this medicine for some weeks. 

The acetate of potash gener^y acts 
as a sufficient aperient and diuretic to 
render unnecessary the use of oth«r pur- 
gatives. The dose of this medicine should 
be varied according to its effects. 

In ad(tition to this medical treatm^nl 
the mildest ointment, when the discharge 
becomes virulent, is tfa^ only application 
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required; but ^lumld a troubles^e itdbk^ 
attend this complaint, a lotion of mi^0 
«icid> in the proportion of two drachms to 
a quart of water, or a weak solution of 
the nitrate of quicksilver will generally 
allay the irritation* 

A strict attention to fegimen 16 re-*' 
quired.--— All salted meats must he^voidedy 
and a nutritious and mild diet adopted. — 
The tepid bath mjeiy be used ad libitum. 
- 'Hie treatment recommended in lepra 
is with practical utility and safety appli* 
cable to psoriam and scorbutus, pro« 
portionably modified to their particular 
states. 

Although in these affections i^e liver 
is not generally in a morbid s^te, yet> 
hepatic derangement, as well as indigestion 
&ad an acrimonious state of the blood, 
usually induce them ; in which case the 
occasional use of the blue pill, with such; 
medidines as tend to improve the par* 
ticular disordered state of the constitution 
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upon which each depei^^ xnay be em*^ 
ployed. 

PorrigOy crusta la^ea^ gutta rosea, 
roseola, Sec. are cutaneous affections most 
commonly occurring in infancy and child- 
hood, and may be traced either to den- 
tition, or to a disordered state of the sto- 
mach, bowels, or mesenteric glands. 
. Lancing the gums, the use of calomel 
combined with the sulphate of potash, 
and the warm bath, in most instances re- 
move these scaly eruptions. 

When the scalp is affected the use of 
*the oiled-silk cap may always be applied 
with safety. 

Mild food, acidulated drinks, and 
every variety of ripe fruit may be freely 
taken. - 

Erysipelas has been with practical uti- 
lity divided into two species, the one de- 
pending upon an inflammatory dtathesis, 
and the other upon a debilitated state of 
the system. 
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The former usually appears upon the 
liead, face, and upper parts of the body, 
accompanied with a strong pulse, heat, 
thirst, and other marks of fever. 

The relief which the system obtains in 
eonseqiience of this eruptive affection is 
in proportion to the inflammation and the 
tumefaction of the skin. By avoiding 
cold, and giving such medicines as tend 
to excite perspiration and diminish heat, 
the appearance usually subsides in the 
course of a few days. 

A great variety of symptoms occurs 
in this species of erysipelas, the appropriate 
treatment of which must depend upon the 
judgment of the practitioner. 

When there is apprehension of the 
brain becoming afFetted from metastasis^ 
the tartar emetic ointment, in the propor- 
tion of two drachms to half an ounce, may 
be freely rubbed upon the neck or 
Kead, which I have, in many instances 
knowp to produce the most desirable and 
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immediate advantage, when leeches and 
blisters have failed. 

The other kind of erysipelas takea 
place upon the lower extremities mqre 
particularly, and appears in the form of 
broad purple patches ; these are pain£ul> 
and frequently terminate in vesicles. 

Universal languor and debility, with 
an acccilerated and feeble pulse, aceompafiy 
this species, which i^ most speedily re^* 
moved by a liberal use of bark and port 
wine. 

Urtieariay or Twttle^rcbshy arises from 
some constitutional irritation, and is in- 
variably attended with an accelerated and 
strong pulse, and other febrile symptoms. 

This etuption excites much heat and 
itching on the skin, and occuts in patches 
in various parts of the body. As it ge- 
nerally subsides, sua spontCy in the course 
ef a few days, avoiding cold and keeping 
the bowels open are usually sufficient for 
the treatment of this appearance. 
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Praetltioners have attached the epithet 
chronic to urticaria^ with the view of de- 
fining an eruptive complaint, from which 
the former varies,^ appearing more in the 
form of scaMcSj upon the hack, breast, and 
lower extremities. This is likewise ac- 
compa^nied with violent itching, but is 
unattended with fever; a«d continue3 upon 
the skin for some months, unless means 
to remove it be adopted. 

The chronic nettle-rash has resisted 
various external remedies, but ha3 given 
way, in the course of a fortnight to an 
infusion of serpentaria, made in the pro- 
portion of two drachms to a pint of water. 

Dr. Baillie:fir$t recommended the use 
of this mefiicine to me in the cure of this 
cutaneous aflR^ction, and I have never 
known it fail in effectually removing it. 

Miliaria may correctly be termed a 
rash; it first appears on tiie neck and chest, 
and gradually spreads over the other parts 
of the body. 

' ' Ee 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ 210 ] 

This eruption is pt-eceded by shivering, 
heat, thirst, and constitutional irritation, 
and can generally be traced to obstructed 
perspiration, though I have known in- 
stances of its arising from indigestion. 

Supposing it to have proceeded from 
the former cause, the use of the tepid 
bath and James's powder will remove 
the appearance, and prevent its ter- 
minating in vesicles, in which state, I be- 
lieve, tonics are requisite ; but if indi- 
gestion occasioned it, the exhibition of 
an emetic and aperients has been fully ade- 
quate to the cure. 

Herpes appears usually about the 
loins, in a cluster of vesicles, which are 
sometimes extremely painful. These 
spread, forming a kind of belt to the 
body; and remain for several dayi^, if not 
suppressed by applications. 

A constipated state of the bowels, ac- 
companied with loss of appetite, and foul 
tongue, precede this eruption, which 
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should he relieved, before any local ap* 
plication be used. Should the vesicles 
continue, after the supposed cause is 
removed, and occasion irritation, the tar- 
tar emfetic ointment, or a lotion of the 
oxymuriatc of quicksilver will effectually 
destroy them. 

Petechice are invariably characteristic 
of extreme debility of the animal powers, 
and accompany the typhus or putrid fever. 

Bark and port wine administered in 
large quantities can alone be expected to 
improve the particular state of the con- 
stitution upon which these depend. 

Carbunculus appears upon the skin in 
the form of a pustule, gradually enlarging 
and becoming much inflani^d and painful. 
It seldom suppurates like other abscesses 
or eruptions, but ulcerates slowly and be- 
comes a foul sore, with inaurated edges, 
and is little inclined to heal. 

A disordered and debilitated state of 
health exists antecedent to this cutaneous 
Ee2 
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ctftectioD, and if this be not removed by 
appropriate medicine and diet, it will 
prove a dangerous and sometimes a fatal 
complaint. 

The state of the skin attendant upon 
gouty acute rheumatism, and jaundicey 
generally marks the particular disorders 
known by those names/ 

In gout, I am strongly inclined to be- 
lieve, that the stomach is generally and 
principally in fisiult. 

' This org^n is always disordered prior 
to the inflammation and swelling of the 
extremities ; the degree of which, I have 
observed, is proportionate to the consti- 
tutional derangement. 

No particular medicine has hitherto 
been found serviceable in this disorder; 
indeed, as it is in most instances an ac- 
quired disease, abstinence from stimulating 
food and fermented liquors, and strict at- 
tention to the state of the stomach and 
bowels, seem to be the most rational 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ 213 ] 

means for securing the constitution from 
its attacks, and generally prove effectual. 

The state of the skin, denoting rheu- 
matic fever, continues during the course 
of the disorder, w^hich is most successfully 
treated in the majority of cases, wrhere the 
hahit is not particularly plethoric, hy 
the exhibition of bark, after the use of 
antimonials. 

The appearance of the skin, termed 
jaundiced, alw^ays denotes biliary obstruc- 
tion, and does not retire unless the par- 
ticular cause be removod. 

The cutaneous appearances which 
have been cursorily view^ed in this class, 
form the most important and extensive 
morbid symptoms that occur in the human 
frame; and as few can be considered as cor- 
rectly pathognomonic^ it is proper for us to 
make a minute enquiry into the state of 
the constitution whenever they occur. 

It may be established with practical 
utility, that no topical means should be 
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applied at the commencement of these 
appearances, but such as tend to increase 
perspiration, and encourage the natural 
functions of the sjcin ; for presuming that 
each of them originated from some pecu- 
liar state of the constitution, all attempts 
to remove them, without ascertaining the 
particular organ or function which is dis- 
ordered, should be considered as empirica} 
iand dangerous. 

** Vis consilii expers mole ruit sua." 

The fifth class comprehends those ap- 
pearances which are occasioned by ea?- 
temal and simple stimuli^ and require 
merely local applications. 

The treatment of the incised, la- 
ceratedy and contused wound, is too well 
known to render it necessary to say more 
than that the former should be healed by 
the first intentiop, and such dressings ap- 
plied to the two latter as would tend to 
assist nature in separating the part that is 
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destroyed; after which the sore is t6 be 
treated as a simple cutaneous ulcer. 

Sums and scalds have been success- 
fully treated, when the cuticle has not 
been destroyed, by solutions of the plumbi 
acetas and the spiritus terebinthinse. The 
latter has been found preferable when 
ulceration of the skin is likely to take 
place*. 

In cases of extensive cutaneous ulcers 
from these causes, in which the discharge 
is profuse, the pulvis lapidis caliminaris 
sprinkled over the surface, and secured 
with a dressing of any simple cerate, has 
proved a most useful and effectual remedy. 

The inflammatory state of the extre^ 
mities, occasioned by cold, termed chil" 
blainSy has been treated in various Ways. 
It is difficult to point out any particular 
application as serviceable in all con- 
stitutions. 

♦ Vide Kentisli on burns* 
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Spirituous embrocations probably pro- 
duce the most relief. If oiled-silk be 
worn in the manner of a spck, and con- 
fined round the ancle previous to their 
commencement, it has in many instances 
proved a complete preventative'. 

When the skin has given way, and 
ulcers are formed, a bread, and water 
poultice should be applied to remove the 
surrounding inflammation, after which, a 
diluted form of the unguentum hydrargyri 
nitrati will frequently perfect the cure. 

The cutaneous appearances induced by 
insects ancj ctnimalculce, are. most benefited 
by a frequent application of a lotion com- 
posed of equal parts of tinctura ppii and 
liquor ammonite acetatis. 

Under the sixth head are arranged 
those cutaneous injuries which are inflicted 
either by the bite of a rabid animaly or a 
poisonous reptile. 

I believe there is no instance on re- 
cord, in which life has been preserved 
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after the real hydrophobic or poisonous 
symptoms had taken place in the system. 

Various local as well as constitutional 
meads have been adopted both as preventa- 
tives and cures; of the former, excision is 
the only one upon which any dependance 
can be placed, and this should be per- 
formed as soon after the accident as pos- 
sible*. In doing this a complete extir- 
pation of the part should be made, in*^ 
eluding a portion of the surrounding in- 
t^ument. It has been recommended to 
apply escarotics to the surface of the 
wound thus inflicted by the scalpel, but 
if excision be judiciously performed, caus- 
tics will be! unnecessary. 



♦ " The conclusion of all that we have said, and which, 
in a praftical view, ought strongly to be inculcated, is, that 
excision ought to be performed as early after the bite as 
possible; yet, should this have been negleded, or inaprac- 
ticable at the time, It ought not to be Omitted at any period, 
betweee this and hydrophobia, from a supposition of its 
being too late/' 

Dr. Hamilton on hydrophobia. 



Ff 
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With respect to Internal means, expe- 
rience does hot offer much information 
upon their utility. Volatile alkali* is 
in high estimation in some parts of the 
East-Indies, as a preventative against the 
bite of a snake called cohray of which 
there are two kinds. Indeed, from the 
accounts which were lately communicated 
to me, by an oflScer of gteat respectability 
who resided twenty years in that country, 
I should be strongly induced to make a 
trial of this stimulus, in the treatment of 
a wound produced by the bite of a rattle- 
snak:e or viper^ which had excited con- 
stitutional symptoms. 

The mode of application consists in 
bathing the part bitten with the spiritus 
ammonise succinatus, and giving forty drops 



♦ ** Volatile alkali, whether as a diaphoretic, or merely a 

Simulant, has likewise proved delusive. More, however, 

may be said for this than for several of the others, and the 

practitioner would do well to give it a fairer trial than what 

ha^s yet been done.'* 

Dr. Hamilton on hydrophobia* 
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in a glass of water to an adult every two 
hours, till fever is produced; a profuse per- 
spiration generally follows, and an extensive 
inflammation takes place round the wound. 
Upon the nature of the virus pro- 
ducing hydrophobia, and upon the treat- 
ment of this disease, modern enquiries 
have thrown but little light ; indeed our 
knowledge of poisons in general, as well 
as of their peculiar operation upon the 
human frame, is too imperfect to expect 
that any rational practice can be estab- 
lished for their removal. 

Under such limited information excision 
cannot be too generally recommended, 
either for the bite of a rabid animal or 
poisonous reptilef ; indeed, professional 

f " Serpentium qiioque morsus non nimium distantem 
(morsu rabiosi canis) curationem dcskierant et igitur im- 
primis super vuIbus id membrum deligandum est; non tamen 
nimium vehementer, ne torpeat; dein venenum extrahendum 
est. Id cucurbitula optime ^cit : neque alienum est ante 
scalpello circa vulnus incidere, .quo plus vitiati jam sanguinis 
cxtrahatur." 

Celsus de medicind. 

Ff2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ 220 3 

men should studiously impress upon the 
public mind the necessity of an early ap- 
plication for surgical assistance, as the 
only certain means of preventing con- 
stitutional aflFection*. 

In the preceding allusions, a cursory 
view only has been taken of the treatment 
of each cutaneous disease and affection, in 
illustration of the practical propriety and 
utility of separating them into distinct 
classes; and it is sincerely hoped, im* 
perfect as this sketch may appear, that the 
proposal for a cutaneous arrangement, and 
the enquiry that has been made into the 
nature and treatment of the various ap- 
pearances which take place on the skin, 
may not prove altogether useless. 

It has been the earnest endeavour 
of the author to render these pages as 



» iC< 



' TS^o(poilxv Graeci appellant, miscrrimum genus 
morbi; in quo simul srger et siti et aquae metu cruciatur: 
quo oppressis inangusto spes est." 

Celsus de medicina. 
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well worthy the attention of medical men 
as his humble abilities and opportunities 
of information would allow. He is, 
however, fully conscious of the imperfect 
manner in which his task is executed, 
and therefore anxiously solicits the can- 
dour and indulgence of the profession. 
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■^ ' ♦ 



IT has been a source of much 
regret that I have not been permitted to 
publish the names of all the patients to 
whcMii the following cases relate; but the 
nature of cutaneous affections being ge- 
nerally considered as indicative of an he- 
reditary and constitutional disease, insu- 
perable objections have been made by 
some persons to my wishes, though I 
urged every possible argument in support 
of tlie propriety of my request. 

Thus situated, I am under the ne- 
cessity of presenting to the public a few 
of the cases, in an incomplete and per- 
haps unsatisfactory state. To compensate 
this deficiency I can only offer my own 
testimony of their authenticity, and add, 
that I shall be willing to gratify the 
enquiries of any professional man, and 
to afford a reasonable reference to any 
of the cases. 
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CASE I. 



THE eldest son of Mr- Kilsby, 
of Brentford, was shewn to me on thedlth 
of November, 1808, in consequence of a 
scurfy appearance of the scalp, accompa- 
nied with a slight serous discharge, which 
hardened into small incrustations; an itch- 
ing, tenderness, and a separation of the 
hairs likewise attended this case. 

I learned that this bald patch was ra- 
pidly enlarging, and that the children in 
the family with whom this boy had 
been spending some time, had a similar 
complaint. 

Considering it as the contagious 
ringworm of the head, I directed the 
nitrico-oxyd ointment to be well rubbed 
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upon the part affected four successive 
nights, and the scalp to be washed with 
warm soap and water the fifth morning. 

On the 17th of November I saw the 
boy a second time, and had the satisfaction 
to find that the disease had not extended, 
and that the scalp was inflamed to some 
distance round the original patch, which 
had become tender from inflammation. 

According to my directions, nothing 
more was done ; and when I examined my 
patient on the 9th of December the head 
was perfectly free from disease, and the 
hairs were seen shootmg through the 
part of the scalp that had been bald, 
and firmly attached to their roots. 
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CASE IJ. 



A brother of the patient who 
was the subject of the first case, was 
brought to me on the 9th of December, 
1808, with a similar appearance on his 
head, though it was much more extensive, 
being in several larger patches. 

These children had slept together and 
had been using indiscriminately each 
others hats. 

The parents asserted that this com- 
plaint had never been in their family till 
their eldest son returned from his visit, 
when they remarked it; and that the same 
appearance was noticed upon his brother's 
^calp about a fortnight afterwards. 
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From the above relation I determined 
to adopt the i^ame treatment that was 
used in the first case. 

In the space of twelve days I was in- 
formed that the ointment had been ef- 
fectual in curing tfie disease. 

Since which time these boys have had 
no return of the appearance. 
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CASE Ul 



MASTER Bundock, of Tur«- 
ham-Green, in the year 1806, was placed 
under my care in consequence of several 
scurfy and hald patches upon his scalp; 
a few scales adhered firmly to the cutis, 
which, on heing separated, poured out an 
ichorous serum. 

No satisfactory account could he given 
of the origin of this disease, but that it 
was observed on his return from school. 

I directed the nitrico oxyd ointment 
to be applied to the parts affected in the 
usual manner for four nights, and to be 
continued according to the degree of in- 
flammatory appearance of the patch, as 
Gg2 
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well as the parts adjacent^ which I stated 
would probably take place in the course 
of that time. 

This plan of treatment I found had 
been strictly observed, and on visiting 
my patient a week afterwards, fresh hairs 
were appearing on the parts that had been 
diseased, and the application seemed to 
have thoroughly removed the complaint 
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CA3E IV. 



I was requested to see Master 

, of Ealing, who had suddenly 

been attacked with a complaint on the 
scalp, which appeared in several patches; 
these itched and became bald, — a slight 
moisture was observed on the skin, but 
not in sufficient quantity to form in- 
crustations. 

I requested that this young gentleman 
might be separated for a few days from 
the family, as I considered his disease 
contagious, and ordered the common cu- 
linary mustard, in the form of a paste, to 
be well rubbed upon the patches for four 
qights; after which time it was washed 
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off, the parts having become inflamed and 
tender from the application. 

In the course of a week all marks of 
disease had disappeared^ and a perfect 
regeneration of hair was taking place. 

I was afterw^rd^ informed that this 
patient had communicated the complaint 
to one or two of his associates^ who were 
treated in a similar manner^ and with the 
same success. 
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CASE V. 



IN the year 1799, an infant of 
Joshua Trimmer, Esq. of Norwood*Ghreen^ 
about four months old, had its scalp sad** 
denly covered with a scurfy affection, 
which soon became tdcerated ; these ulcers 
had thick incrustations formed over them, 
and occupied nearly the whole head. 

A fetid and acrimonious discharge con* 
stantly passed from these sores, which in 
a few days extended so deep in some parts 
as to denude the pericranium. 

The child was considerably weakened 
by this affection, though not decidedly 
ill. 
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In this situation Mrs. Trimmer, who 
happened to be in London, applied for 
medical assistance; but not being satisfied 
with the opinion that was first given her 
of her child's complaint, viz. that it was 
contagious scald-head, and that it might 
probably prove fatal, she consulted 
Dr. Underwood, who, after examining 
the child's gums, informed her that 
there was no danger in the ulcerated 
appearance of the scalp, that the child 
was cutting its teeth, and when they 
.appeared the affection would subside. 

He requested that the state of the 
bowels might be observed, and that the 
head might be kept clean by fomenta- 
tions of warm water, and dressed twice a 
day with some mild cerate. 

In the course of a fortnight the child 
had cut four teeth, after which the affec- 
tion of the scalp became much better, the 
ulcers healed, and, excepting a scurfy ap- 
pearance, the head was considered well. 
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Since the subsidence of this extensive 
and painful complaint, whenever the 
irritation of the gums comes on, timely 
lancing them prevents a return of the 
former state of the scalp. 

During its continuance the hairs never 
came away, neither were they in any 
degree impeded in their growth. 



Hh 
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CASE VI. 



IN I8O7 I was sent for to 
Norwood, to see an infant of Mr. Joshua 
Trimmer's, five months old, who was 
cutting her front teeth. The gums 
were much swelled and had been in a very 
irritable and tender state, but were 
considerably better since, the appearance 
on the head had taken place. 

On examining the scalp, I found that 
the hair, which was unusually long, was 
matted together by means of a soft tena- 
cious incrustation, which covered the 
whole head, forming an entire cap, and 
that an extremely fetid matter exuded 
from the edges of the scab. 
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The child appeared in great uneasiness, 
from, the irritation of the head; in- 
deed thiB hands were obliged to be con- 
fined ih gloves to prevent her tearing her 
6calp. 

Considering this case as a favourable 
one for the oiled-silk cap, I directed that 
it might be applied as soon as possible; 
and as the gums were less inflamed than 
they had been, and the child's health was 
not impaired, I omitted the use of the gum 
lancet, that I might be the better enabled 
to judge of the particular effect of the cap. 

The following morning a trial of it was 
made, and in the course of the day, 
the child was evidently in less pain, 
and it had a better night's rest ; on the' 
second day the incrustation had become 
very moist, and was not so. closely attached 
to the scalp. — The inside of the cap was 
damp with perspiration, which was wiped 
off before it was replaced. 
Hh2 
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On the third morning the oiled-silk 
cap was again removed, when the incrusta- 
tion, that had completely incased the head^ 
was separated from the scalp and the hair 
without any difficulty, leaving the latter 
firmly attached to its roots. 

The vascular membrane was seen free 
from cuticle, and covered with an ichorous 
discharge, which was washed off with 
warm water and a sponge, and the cap 
applied as before. 

Permanent cuticle was formed on the 
scalp in the course of a few days, and by 
persevering in the use of a piece of oilM- 
silk whenever the child appeared to be 
cutting her teeth, with an occasional dose 
of calomel in combination with the 
sulphate of potash, and an early use of the 
gum lancet, the complaint of the scalp 
has never returned. 

I must here remark that the children of 
this gentleman are remarkably healthy, 
suffering only during dentition. 
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CASE VIL 



A son of the Right Honourable 

Mr. , WM placed under my care On 

the 16th of October, 1809, in consequence 
of a scurfy and eruptive aflFection of the 
scalp, which had existed in a greater or 
less degree for a year and a half. 

It first appeared while he was at school 
in the country, from whence he was sent 
under the idea of its being of an infectious 
nature, as many of the young gentlemen 
had a similar appearance on their scalp 
and skin. 

Several medical men had, at various 
times, prescribed applications and medicine 
for its cure, some of whom considered it" 
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contagious ringworm and scald-head, and 
others viewing it as a simple and not an 
infectious complaint. It is sufficient to 
observe, that although this appearance 
had apparently subsided at diflFerent 
times^ yet it occasionally re-appeared with 
increased violence. 

A few scurfy and moist spots w ere ob- 
served about this young gentleman's face, 
and one circular patch w^ noticed on the 
forehead, half of which extended on the 
hairy scalp. 

From this circumstance, as well as 
from the general history of the progress 
of this affection, I considered it as a com- 
plaint of the vascular membrane of thei 
cutis, and thought that some advantage 
might be derived from the application of 
an oird-silk cap, as well as the use of the 
compound decoction of sarsaparilla. 

This patient was about twelve years 
of age, thin, w^eakly, with a fair com- 
plexion and light hair; his bowels natu- 
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rally costive, and his gums in an irritable 
state, from shedding the temporary set 
of teeth. 

The cap was worn for a fortnight, and 
during the first few days a crop of pustules 
appeared upon the scalp, which gradually 
subsided in the course of a week, and at 
the expiration of a month the head wa» 
free from eruption and scurf. 

The health of this young gentleman 
being as good as it had been for socm 
years, I considered that by leaving off me- 
dicine it was very probabU that the cap 
might be worn with advantage a week 
longer. 

The hair which had been shaved was 
now allowed to grow, trustiog that the 
affection of the scalp would not return. It 
is necessary to remark that the bowels 
became more regular, and the irritation 
of the gums were subsiding. 

As the family were leaving the country 
in a short time, and being myself desirous 
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of judging the eflfect of the cap in a case 
of long standing, I continued to visit my 
patient occasionally. 

On the fourth day after I had seen 
him, the scalp was covered with a:n ap- 
pearance similar to what I had first iSound 
upon his head, yet the hairs could not 
he separated in any part. 

Considering the disappearance of the 
complaint under the use of the cap with- 
out any local application, a strong pre- 
sumptive proof that it was hot of a con- 
tagious nature, I recommended that the 
head might he kept clean with warm soap 
and water, and the cap re-applied, paying 
attention to the state of the howels and 
gums. 

In this state of things my patient was 
taken to town for the winter, and as the 
minds of the parents were anxious for the 
cure of the complaint, I proposed that the 
head might be shewn to some surgeon. 
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Mn Home, of SackviUe-Street, was 
named, and we niet by appointment. 

This gentleman gave it as his opinion 
that the complaint was not ringworm of 
the scalp, or scald head, and that it was 
not contagious. He recommended the 
head to be closely shaved, and a solution 
of the nitrate of quicksilver to be applied, 
which I have understood removed the 
affection for a time, but that it has since 
returned, owing, I believe, to an irritable 
state of the gums, and constipated bowels. 



li 
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CASE vin. 



MASTER W , 6f Bf etit- 

ford-Butts, was put under my care fc» aft 
affection of the scalp, m 1809. 

On enquiry I leamt that his head had 
heen scurfy and eruptive for the space of 
fifteen months, that he had been under' 
the cai'e of several medical men, who had 
differed in their opinion of his complaint. 

At its commencement two or three 
patches were observed which were scurfy, 
these soon became bald, and rapidly 
spread to a considerable extent. In this 
state scales were formed upon them. This 
disease was stopped in the course of three 
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or four weeks by r the use of a lotion of 
hellebore. 

jSoQn after this lotioa was left off soft 
downy hairs appeared upon the parts 
that had been bald, and the head became 
welL 

In this state he. was sent to school, 
where he remained for some mcmths, when 
a scurfy complaint Buddenly appeared up- 
on his scalp, accompanied with a idight 
aeroiis discharge and itching. A medical 
gentleman who attended the family saw 
him, who considered the complaint as in- 
fectious, and termed it tinea. The head 
was shaved, and the nitrico-oxyd ointment, 
as I am informed, was rubbed upon the 
head, and some internal medicines were 
given. This plan not succeeding, blisters 
were repeatedly applied, which evidently 
increased the symptoms. 

Some weeks afterwards I was requested 
by his family to see him, when I observed 
several scaly patches on the scalp, which, 
Ii2 
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on close inspection by means of a .magni- 
fying glass, appeared to cover small ul- 
cers, the bases of which were highly in- 
flamed, yet the hairs were firpily attached 
to their roots. 

The places that were originally bald, 
and that had been cured by a lotion 
of hellebore, were still covered with 
healthy hair, and were now free from 
scurf. 

Viewing. this affection as seated in the 
vascular membrane, and not contagious^ 
I directed the head to be shaved, the oil^d- 
silk cap to be worn, and no medicine to 
be given ; requesting that a light sLnimal 
diet might be adopted. 

These directions were complied with, 
and in the course of a month I had the 
satisfaction to find that my patient was 
perfectly free from the complaint, and that 
he was about to return to school. 

Several months have elapsed since this 
ease came under my care, and I have lately 
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been infonned that no return has at pre- 
sent been observed, though a scurfy affec- 
tion of the face and forehead has occasi- 
onally appeared, which retired by atten- 
tion to diet, and the uste of a few doses of 
calomel and scammony. 
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CASE IX- 



THE second son of the Earl of 
3anl>ury was put under my care in con- 
sequence of a scurfy and eruptive affection 
of the scalp^ to which he had been subject 
for twelve months. 

This young gentleipan was liable to 
constipated bowels; his complexion was 
fair, and his skin delicate. 

On examining his head, I observed a 
broad scurfy patch three inches in circum- 
ference, and several smaller places covered 
with incrustations. 

I attempted to separate the hairs from 
the scalp, by using a moderate degree of 
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farce, tnit could not extinct thefti froin aiiy 
of tJie ^flFected parts. 

When the incrustations were removed 
I dii^tinctly disco vefred severalsinall ttleers, 
frbm which a sferdus dischiarge issufed. 

From these circumstances, in addition 
to the history that had heen g^ven ifae 
rekdve td this affefction. Viz. tb^t th* 
hairs had not separated from the sdalp^ 
and ihat the "scurfy patches h^ befen sta- 
tiotiafy, (neve?r tt any titfie extending he*- 
yond the space that thi^y hkd at fli^t t)ccu^ 
pied,) and that'^a. Vlnfirlat appektance had 
taken place on the face, I considered thi^ 
complaint not peculiar to the hairy scalp, 
but that it depended probably upon a 
costive and irritable habit. 

Although from its duration I might 
have ventured on the immediate use of 
the sdlution of the nitrate of quicksilver, 
yet I applied the oil'd-silk cap, with the 
view of clearing the scalp from scurf and 
incrustations, directing the affected parts 
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to be shaved close^ and - admijqastered 
a dose of calomel with the sulphate of 
potash. 

On the thhrd day I began the use of the 
mineral solution, which I continued for 
three wepks, at the expiration of which 
time the eruptive and ulcerated parts ^were 
completely removed, leaving only a dry 
scurf upon the scalp. 

No relapse has yet occuiTed,^ although 
the state of the young gentleman's bowels 
has lately been constipated, and several 
scurfy eruptions have appeared on his 
face. 
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CASE X. 



THE second daughter of the 
Earl of Banhury was shewn to me at the 
time of my attending her brother, in con- 
sequence of a similar complaint of the 
scalp. 

I was informed that this appearance 
had existed the same length of time as 
the one in the preceding case, and was, 
in every particular, nearly analogous. 

Finding that the state of the digestive 
and hepatic functions was irregular, that 
her tongue was furred, and that several 
small scurfy patches had taken place upon 
the face, I attempted to improve her ge- 
Kk 
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neral health hy an x)ccasional dose of ca- 
lomel and the sulphate of potash, which 
materially influenced the eruptive appear- 
ance of the scalp and skin. 

After this treatment I applied the 
mineral solution to the parts affected, 
which were restored in the course of three 
weeks to their natural state. 
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CASE XI. 



IN the year 180^ I was re- 
quested to see the eldest son of the Right 

Honourable Mr. ^, at Norwood, 

about twelve years of age, on whose scalp 
and face several scurfy spots had suddenly 
appeared. 

On examining the head I was inca- 
pable of separating any of the hairs, and 
finding upon enquiry that the stomach and 
bowels were not duly performing their 
functions, I exhibited a few doses of 
calomel and scammony, and afterwards 
applied the solution of the nitrate of 
Kk2 
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quicksilver freely to the affected parts, 
which hecame well in the coarse of a 
month, without the use of any other 
medicine. 

I have had repeated opportunities of 
seeing the young gentleman since this 
cutaneous eruption, and had the satis- 
faction to find that by observing the 
state of the bowels he has avoided any re- 
turn of the complaints 
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CASE XII. 



A young lady^ of the name of 
Goldsmith, had for many months heen 
under the care of a surgeon, for a com- 
plaint of the scalp, which was accom- 
panied with incrustations, ulcers, and a 
separation of the hairs, occasioning bald- 
ness in several parts. 

Steel and bark had been given during 
the whole of the time, and various appli- 
cations used to the head, neither of which 
had checked the disease* 

I directed the nitrico-oxyd ointment 
to h^ regularly and freely applied till in- 
flammation was produced, which took 
place after the fifth day to a considerable 
extent 
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From this time the disease ceased to 
spread itself, and fresh hairs, in the space 
of a week, were seen upon the parts that 
had formerly heen hald. 

This lady's sister ^nd her friend, who 
were under the same roof, had a similar 
disease, and were treated in the same way 
with equal success. 
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CASE xm. 



THE daugliterof a Mr, Clarke, 
in Old-Brentford, had a large bald and 
ulcerated {>atch upon her scalp, which 
had spread to a Considerable! extent^ ac- 
companied with itching and a serous 
discharge. 

The nitrico-oxyd ointment was ap- 
plied in the usual manner, and in the 
course of ten or twelve * days the ap- 
pearance of fresh hairs Upon the diseased 
parts demonstrated the complete success 
of the application. 
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CASE XIV. 



THE daughter of a Mrs. Bennett, 
at Hanwell, had for some months a trou- 
blesome disease of the scalp, which had 
resisted the effects of various appli- 
cations^ 

The hairs were easily separated from 
the incrustations, and several ulcers were 
observable. 

The nitrico-oxyd ointment was freely 
rubbed upon the patches for some days, 
which succeeded in eradicating the disease. 
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CASE XV. 



THE foot-boy of the Rev. 
.Mr. Raikes^ of Little-^Boston, Ealing, 
was brought to me in' consequence of a 
complaint of the scalp, that had been sta- 
tionary for six years. 

It occupied a space of three inches in 
circumference, and was covered with hard 
scabs, but the hairs were firmly attached 
to their roots. 

I directed the mineral solution, after 
the incrustations were removed, to be 
applied every morning to the part affected, 
which, in the course of a month, totally 
removed the appearance. 

LI * 
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CASE XVI. 



THE son of a gentleman who 
was residing with a family in the neigh- 
bourhood of Brentford, had formerly, from 
his own account as well as froni theHip- 
pearance of the scalp, tinea capitis con- 
tagiosa, which disease was cured, (after 
many applications had been tried,) by th6 
culinary mustard, and walnut catsup. 

These applications , had been used in 
a general manner to the scalp, and had 
induced an irritable state of the skin, 
which was coverfed with scurfy and erup- 
tive patches. 

The parents concluding that this aj)- 
pearance was a return of the former 
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complaint, renewed the application of the 
mustard, which aggravated the aflfection 
of the scalp, and produced several ulcers. 

In this state I saw it, and finding that 
the hairs did not separate from the scalp, 
I directed a bread and water poultice to be 
applied, which was continued for some 
daysj till the inflammation subsided, after 
which the use of the oil'd-silk cap per-* 
fectly removed the affection* 



FI^I s. 



Noibury, Printer^ Brentford, 
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